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Figure 4: Heritage Surveys 

 

Conclusion 
A number of sources were reviewed in conduc[ng this assessment including 
ACHIS, NNTT, Heritage Reports from adjoining land and proposed project 
design layouts. Site visits have also been conducted.   

The database searches (ACHIS, NNTT) indicated the Project Land does not 
contain any Aboriginal Sites which aligns with the detailed heritage reports of 
adjoining land.  The Project land also does not contain any land forma[ons, 
water sources or stone tool suitable material. 

The BRM project team determines that the proposed project development 
should not pose any risk to Aboriginal Heritage sites on the Project Land. 
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Appendix A – Project Land 
Project Land for Bruce Rock Merredin Solar Farm & BESS 

  



  
 
 
 

Appendix B – Nearest Site 
 

Nearest recorded Aboriginal site – Talgermine Rock (5605) ~ 22km North East 

  



  
 
 
 

Appendix C – Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 
 

The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (Amended 14th May 2024) 2is the current act 
of WA protec[ng and managing Aboriginal cultural sites (known or not known), 
objects, and tradi[ons from damage or destruc[on.  An Aboriginal and Cultural 
Heritage Act 2021 was proclaimed in 2023, though repealed shortly aker with 
the state rever[ng to the amended version of the AH Act 1972  

Sec[ons of the AH Act below are per[nent to this assessment.   

 

Part 2 – Application and traditional use 
Sec;on 5  - Applica;on to places: 

a) Any place of importance and significance where persons of Aboriginal 
descent have, or appeared to have, lek any object, natural or ar[ficial, 
used for, or made or adapted for use for, any purpose connected with 
tradi[onal cultural life of the Aboriginal people, past or present; 

b) Any sacred, ritual, or ceremonial site, which is of importance and special 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent; 

c) Any place which, in the opinion of the Commicee, is or was associated 
with the Aboriginal people and which is of historical, anthropological, 
archaeological or ethnographical interest and should be preserved 
because of its importance and significance to the cultural heritage of the 
State; and 

d) Any place where objects to which this Act applies are tradi[onally 
stored, or to which, under the provisions of this Act, such objects have 
been taken or remove. 

 

Sec;on 6  - Applica;on to objects: 

1) this Act applies to all objects, whether natural or ar[ficial and 
irrespec[ve of where found or situated in the State, which are or have 

 
2 
h7ps://www.legisla=on.wa.gov.au/legisla=on/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc_47122.pdf/$FILE/Aboriginal%2
0Heritage%20Act%201972%20-%20%5B04-m0-00%5D.pdf? 



  
 
 
 

been of sacred, ritual or ceremonial significance to persons of Aboriginal 
descent, or which are or were used for, or made or adapted for use for, 
any purpose connected with the tradi[onal cultural life of the Aboriginal 
people past or present 

2) this Act applies to objects so nearly resembling an object of sacred 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent as to be likely to deceive or 
be capable of being mistaken for such an object. 

Part 4 – Protection of Aboriginal sites 
Sec;on 17 – Offences rela;ng to Aboriginal sites 

A person who —  

a) excavates, destroys, damages, conceals or in any way alters any 
Aboriginal site; or  

b) in any way alters, damages, removes, destroys, conceals, or who deals 
with in a manner not sanc[oned by control of, any object on or under an 
Aboriginal site 

commits an offence unless he is ac[ng with the authorisa[on of the Registrar 
under sec[on 16 or under a consent given under sec[on 18(3)(a). 

Sec;on 26 – Regula;ons as to protected areas 

1. In rela[on to a protected area the Governor may make regula[ons 
prohibi[ng, or imposing condi[ons or restric[ons upon —  

a. persons entering or remaining within the area;  
b. the use of vehicles, explosives, instruments, tools, and equipment 

of any kind specified, or generally;  
c. damage or destruc[on to vegeta[on, the working of the land, or 

the disturbance of the surface or the subsoil within the area;  
d. livestock entering or remaining within an area where the Registrar 

has taken reasonable measures to protect the area from damage 
by livestock,  

and may make all such other regula[ons as may in his opinion be required or 
permiced by this Act for ensuring that the places and objects to which this Act 
applies, and the immediate environment necessary to maintain the nature and 
substance of the significance acached thereto, are protected from damage, 
disturbance or adverse influence. 



  
 
 
 

2. A person who contravenes any provision of a regula[on made pursuant 
to subsec[on (1) commits an offence against this Act, and where a 
person enters or remains within a protected area in the course of his 
employment in contraven[on of any such regula[on the employer and 
that person are each guilty of an offence against this Act. 

 

 

Part 5 – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Committee 
Sec;on 26 – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage CommiLee established 

1. A body called the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Commicee is established. 

 

Sec;on 38 – Register of places and objects 

The Registrar shall, so far as prac[cable, maintain, in such manner and form as 
the Minister may determine, a register of —  

a) all protected areas;  
b) all Aboriginal cultural material; and  
c) all other places and objects to which this Act applies, whether within the 

State or elsewhere. 

Sec;on 39  - Func;ons of the CommiLee 

prescribes the func[ons of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Commicee (ACHC) 
to  

1. The func[ons of the Commicee are —  
a. to evaluate on behalf of the community the importance of places 

and objects alleged to be associated with Aboriginal persons;  
b. where appropriate, to record and preserve the tradi[onal 

Aboriginal lore related to such places and objects;  
c. to recommend to the Minister places and objects which, in the 

opinion of the Commicee, are, or have been, of special 
significance to persons of Aboriginal descent and should be 
preserved, acquired and managed by the Minister; 

 



  
 
 
 

Part 6 – Enforcement  
Sec;on 62 - Special defence of lack of knowledge 

In proceedings for an offence against this Act it is a defence for the person 
charged to prove that he did not know and could not reasonably be expected 
to have known, that the place or object to which the charge relates was a place 
or object to which this Act applies 

 

  



  
 
 
 

Appendix D - Aboriginal Site Types 
The main site types as listed by the DPLH 3 

Artefacts: An artefact site is a place where human ac[vity is iden[fiable by the 
presence of a portable object or objects (for example - stone, glass, bone, shell) 
u[lised or modified by Aboriginal people in rela[on to tradi[onal cultural life 
past or present.  

Ceremonial: A place used for a formal act or series of acts prescribed by ritual, 
belief in a mythological manifesta[on, religious belief or observance, protocol 
or conven[on that is connected with the tradi[onal cultural life of Aboriginal 
people past or present.  

Engraving: A mo[f – either figura[ve or non-figura[ve – on a rock surface 
produced by percussion or abrasion. Engravings are also oken referred to as 
petroglyphs.  

Fish Trap: A stone, wood, or other similar structure made by Aboriginal people 
for catching fish. Such structures are generally found on the coast of Western 
Australia, and in its lakes and rivers.  

Grinding patches or Grooves: A place where grinding patches or grooves can 
be found. Grinding patches or grooves are smoothed areas or grooves on non-
portable rock surfaces that have been created by grinding ac[vity associated 
with food produc[on such as seed milling, prepara[on of pigments, tool 
manufacture and/or maintenance and ritual.  

Historical places: A place that has historical associa[ons with Aboriginal people 
and may or may not contain physical evidence of those associa[ons.  

Man-made structure: The placement or arrangement, by Aboriginal people, of 
stone, wood or other material made into a structure for ceremonial or 
u[litarian purposes.  

Midden: A place where there is an accumula[on of shell refuse that is derived 
from exploita[on of a mollusc resource by Aboriginal people. Such sites may 
also contain artefacts, fireplaces, burnt shell and bones.  

Modified or Scarred Tree: A place with one or more tree(s), living or dead, that 
has been modified by Aboriginal people by removing the bark or wood 

 
3 h7ps://www.wa.gov.au/organisa=on/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/about-aboriginal-heritage 



  
 
 
 
resul[ng in the forma[on of a scar. This sort of modifica[on was, and is, 
frequently done for the making of implements, tools or other materials that 
were used in tradi[onal cultural prac[ces.  

Mythological: A place that is connected to the spirit ancestors, in their various 
manifesta[ons, of the 'Dream[me' which con[nues to be important and of 
special significance to persons of Aboriginal descent.  

Pain;ng: Places where Aboriginal people have painted on surfaces. Pain[ngs – 
including daubings, drawings, stencils and prints – can be figura[ve or non-
figura[ve markings or mo[fs on surfaces such as rocks, rock walls and trees at 
fixed loca[ons that are produced by adding pigments and/or mediums, such as 
ochre, blood, beeswax, animal fats, vegetable dyes and tree saps.  

Quarry: Places where there is evidence for the extrac[on of stone or ochre.  

Repository/Cache: A place where cultural or u[litarian objects are/were taken, 
or stored, by Aboriginal people, either past or present.  

Skeletal material/Burial: A place where Aboriginal skeletal material is buried 
and/or where mortuary prac[ces occurred.  

 

  



  
 
 
 

Appendix E – Native Title & ILUA 
The Na[ve Title Agreement with SWALSC brought about the seclement of all 
na[ve [tles claims in the South West, with the crea[on of 6 Noongar regions 
by way of ILUAs 

 

The Project Land sits within the Ballardong ILUA, an area of approximately 
63,000 sq km managed by the Ballardong Aboriginal Corpora[on 
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