SHIRE ©OF

MERREDIN

INNOVATING THE WHEATBELT

Unconfirmed copy of Minutes from Ordinary

Council Meeting held on
24 June 2025 subject

to confirmation at the Ordinary Council

Meeting to be held
29 July 2025

MINUTES

Ordinary Council Meeting

Held in Council Chambers
Corner King & Barrack Street’s, Merredin

Tuesday, 24 June 2025
Commencing 4.00pm


ea
Unconfirmed Minutes


Common Acronyms Used in this Document

CBP Corporate Business Plan
CEACA Central East Accommodation & Care Alliance Inc
CEO Chief Executive Officer
CSpP Community Strategic Plan
CWvC Central Wheatbelt Visitors Centre
EO Executive Officer
EMCS Executive Manager Corporate Services
EMDS Executive Manager Development Services
EMES Executive Manager Engineering Services
EMS&C Executive Manager Strategy & Community
GECZ Great Eastern Country Zone
GO Governance Officer
LGIS Local Government Insurance Services
LPS Local Planning Scheme
MCO Media and Communications Officer
MoU Memorandum of Understanding
MP Manager of Projects
MRCLC Merredin Regional Community and Leisure Centre
SRP Strategic Resource Plan
WALGA Western Australian Local Government Association
WEROC Wheatbelt East Regional Organisation of Councils




Council Minutes — Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday, 24 June 2025 Page 2

o ® N O UV R WNPR

[ S
N P O

12.1

12.2

12.3
12.4

13.
14.
14.1
14.2
14.3
14.4
14.5
15.
15.1
15.2
15.3
16.
17.
18.
19.
19.1

19.2

SHIRE OF

MERREDIN

June Ordinary Council Meeting

OFfiCial OPENING .cceeeeieieecccccccccc e e e s e s e e s s e s e e e s e e e s e s s s s s esesssesssssssnnsnnnnns 4
Record of Attendance / Apologies and Leave of ADSENCE .......ccccceveereeirererieseeenccseeesccseneesessneessesanessenns 4
0] oY [Tol @ TUT=23 o o Y T 11y 1 =TS 4
DiSClOSUIE Of INTEIEST ..cuuueeiiiiiiiiiiiiteiiiiteiitre e as e e as e s sss e s s ase e sessanessnns 5
Applications of Leave of ADSENCE.......cceueeeeeeeeeeememememeemmneeieieeieeieeiieseesesmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 5
Petitions and Presentations ........cccccvviciiieeeeiiiiiiiiienieiinneree s 5
Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings.......ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienneeciirreeeeeeee s se e se e s e e eseeees 5
Announcements by the Person Presiding without DiSCUSSION ........cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesenene. 5
Matters for which the Meeting may be Closed to the Public.........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniiininnnnnnnsnnnens 5
Receipt of MINULES Of IMEELINGS .......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciersrrsssssssssssssss s s s s s s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnnnnnnnnes 6
Recommendations from Committee Meetings for Council Consideration..........ccccceeeeiiiiriccieiiecceneccennne 6
Officer’s Reports — Development SErviCes........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 7

Application for Development Approval — Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin, Distribution-level Battery

Energy Storage SYSTEM (DBESS) ......cccciiiiiiiieeeciteeeete e et e e e st e e e e tte e e s tteeeesabeeeeeasaaeesasbeeeenstaeeeeseseessreaaans 7
Authorisation to Execute the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6 Amendment No 8 (Omnibus
Amendment) and Use of Shire of Merredin Common Sal.........cccccuviiiiiieeeciiee et et 17
Adoption of the Shire of Merredin Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) 2025-2030 ...........c......... 20
WAPC Subdivision Application No 201718 - Proposed Amalgamation of Lots 12, 32 and 38 Mitchell

SEFEET IMIBITEAIN ..ttt ettt et s sbe e s b e s bt e s b e e e beesre e sbeesreesneeeane 25
Officer’s Reports — ENGINEEIING SEIVICES .....cccvvieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeesssseessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnns 28
Officer’s Reports — Corporate and Community SErvices ......cccciviiiiiiiiiiiiiiissessssssseenn 29
Statement of Financial Activity — May 2025.......coooouieiiiiiee e ceeee e seee e see e e srae e e e snae e e seaaee e e saaeeeens 29
List Of ACCOUNTS Paid — IMAY 2025 .....ccciiiieeiiee e ciieeeecitee e eetee e st e e e e tte e e eetaaeeesbbeeeesataeeseasaeeesntaeaeenssaesennsenas 32
Annual Information StateMENT REVIEW ......cocuiiiiiiiiiiiieetc ettt st e e 34
2025/26 Differential General Rates and Minimum Payments SUDMISSIONS ........ccccveeeeieiieeieenieereenens 37
ANNUAl COMMUNILY FUNAING ..viiiiieei ittt e e st e e e e e s ettt b e e e e e e sesnsataeeeeeeseesnstaaneeeeeannes 41
Officer’s Reports — AdmINIiStration ........ccceveieiiiiiiiiiciiisss e e s e e e e s e s s e sssssssssssssssssssasanens 44
STAtUS REPOIT —JUNE 2025.... s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s e s s s nnns 44
Confirmation of Presiding Members for Council COMMIttEES ......cccueeriiiriieiiiiiieee e 46
2025 Regional Leaders SUMMIT .........uiiiieiiiiiiiieee ettt e e st e e e e e e st r e e e e e e sesabaeeeeeeeseasstaaeeeeesennssens 49
Motions of which Previous Notice has been given .........co oo eenanes 52
Questions by Members of which Due Notice has been given ........cccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien 52
Urgent Business Approved by the Person Presiding or by DeciSion ..........ccevvveiiveereeriiiicsisseeeeenninisnnee 52
Matters Behind CloSEd DOOTS.......ccciiiiiiiemieiiiiiiiiieereesiiisisseee s ssssee s ssss e e s s s ss s ssss s e s s s ss s snnns 52

Endorsement of Lease Agreements between the Shire of Merredin and the Merredin Community
Resource Centre Inc for use of premises on Lot 200 Barrack Street Merredin.........cccccccevevcveeeecieee e, 53

DiSPOSAl OF LANA ...ttt et e et e ettt e e e e bt e e e e tbe e e e taaeeeeabbeeeeateeesaasaaaeantaeaeesraeeeansanas 54



Council Minutes — Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday, 24 June 2025 Page 3

19.3 Rateable Property Assessments A3325, A6070, A1625 and A9307 — Write off of Rates and Service
(0 T T =TSSR 56

20. ClOSUNE . eeeeeeeerieeeeteeeeneeieeteeeenenssseeseeeesassssssseseesssnssssssssesssssssssssssessssnsssssssssssnsnnnsssssssssasnnnssssssssesnnnnnsssnes 57



Council Minutes — Ordinary Council Meeting

Tuesday, 24 June 2025 Page 4
Shire of Merredin
Ordinary Council Meeting A MERREDIN
4:00pm Tuesday, 24 June 2025 =

1. Official Opening

The President acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today,
and paid her respects to Elders past, present and emerging. The President then welcomed
those in attendance and declared the meeting open at 4:00pm.

This meeting is being recorded on a digital audio device to assist with minute taking purposes.
The public is reminded that copying or distribution of any part of the recording is not
permitted. The Shire reserves all rights in relation to its copyright. Audio contained in a
recording must not be altered, reproduced or republished without the written permission of
the Shire and in accordance with Section 8.5 of the Shire of Merredin Standing Orders Local
Law 2017, no person is to use any electronic, visual or audio recording device or instrument to
record the proceedings of the Council or a Committee without the written permission of the
Council.

2. Record of Attendance / Apologies and Leave of Absence

Councillors:
Cr D Crook President
Cr R Manning Deputy President
Cr B Anderson
Cr H Billing
Cr L O’Neill
Cr P Van Der Merwe
Staff:
C Watts CEO
L Boehme EMCS
B Wall EMIS
C Brindley-Mullen EMS&C
P Zenni EMDS
M Wyatt EO
R Cahill TO
Members of the Public: Nil
Apologies: Cr M McKenzie
Approved Leave of Absence: Nil

3. Public Question Time

Nil
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4, Disclosure of Interest

Cr Manning declared a Proximity Interest in Item 12.1.

Cr O’Neill declared an Impartiality Interest in Item 19.1.

5. Applications of Leave of Absence

6 Petitions and Presentations

7. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings

7.1 Ordinary Council Meeting held on 27 May 2025
Attachment 7.1A

Voting Requirements

- Simple Majority |:| Absolute Majority
Moved: Cr Billing Seconded: Cr Manning

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held 27 May 2025 be

83621
confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

CARRIED 6/0
For: Cr Crook, Cr Manning, Cr Anderson, Cr Billing, Cr O’Neill, Cr Van Der Merwe

Against: Nil

Announcements by the Person Presiding without Discussion

Nil

9. Matters for which the Meeting may be Closed to the Public

19.1 Endorsement of Lease Agreements between the Shire of Merredin and the Merredin
Community Resource Centre Inc for use of premises on Lot 200 Barrack Street
Merredin

19.2 Disposal of Land

19.3 Rateable Property Assessments A3325, A6070, A1625 and A9307 — Write off of Rates
and Service Charges
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10. Receipt of Minutes of Meetings

10.1  Minutes of the Wheatbelt North Regional Road Group Kellerberrin Sub-Group
Meeting held 7 March 2025.
Attachment 10.1A

10.2  Minutes of the Central East Accommodation & Care Alliance Inc Management
Committee Meeting held 19 May 2025.
Attachment 10.2A

10.3  Minutes of the Kellerberrin Sub Regional Road Group Meeting held 11 June 2025.
Attachment 10.3A

10.4  Minutes of the Great Eastern Country Zone Meeting held 13 June 2025.
Attachment 10.4A

Voting Requirements

. Simple Majority |:| Absolute Majority
! Resolution
Moved: Cr Van Der Merwe Seconded: Cr O’Neill
That Council:

1. RECEIVE the minutes of the Wheatbelt North Regional Road Group
Kellerberrin Sub-Group Meeting held 7 March 2025;

2. RECEIVE the minutes of the Central East Accommodation & Care

83622 Alliance Inc Management Committee Meeting held 19 May 2025;

3. RECEIVE the minutes of the Kellerberrin Sub Regional Road Group
Meeting held 11 June 2025; and

4. RECEIVE the minutes of the Great Eastern Country Zone Meeting held
13 June 2025.

CARRIED 6/0
For: Cr Crook, Cr Manning, Cr Anderson, Cr Billing, Cr O’Neill, Cr Van Der Merwe

Against: Nil

11. Recommendations from Committee Meetings for Council Consideration

Nil



AGENDA ITEMS

1. OPENING

MINUTES
Kellerberrin Sub-Group

commencing at 10:30 AM

Attachment 10.1A

Wheatbelt North Regional Road Group

Meeting — Friday, 7t" March 2025, via Teams

The Chair welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open at 10:30 AM

2. ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES

Delegates

Cr Donna Crook
Cr Barry Leslie
Cr Tony Smith

Cr Darrel Hudson
Cr Paul Brown

Cr Paul Brown

Deputy Delegates
Cr Bernie Daly
Cr Adam Metcalf

Officers & Observers
Mr Raymond Griffiths
Mr Craig Watts

Mrs Martina Hussey
Stuart Hobley

Apologies

Cr Renee Manning
Lawrie Carr

Ben Forbes

Cr Matt Steber

Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate
Deputy Delegate
Deputy Delegate

Deputy Delegate
Deputy Delegate

Chief Executive Officer (Chairperson)
Chief Executive Officer

Executive Support Officer

Chief Executive Officer

Deputy Delegate

A/Exec Manager Engineering Services
Manager

Delegate

Shire of Merredin
Shire of Tammin
Shire of Cunderdin
Shire of Dowerin
Shire of Kellerberrin
Shire of Kellerberrin

Shire of Cunderdin
Shire of Dowerin

Shire of Kellerberrin
Shire of Merredin
Shire of Merredin
Shire of Cunderdin

Shire of Merredin
Shire of Merredin
Shire of Dowerin
Shire of Kellerberrin



3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING 20" August 2024

The Minutes of the Kellerberrin Sub Regional Road Group meeting held on the 20"August 2024 via

Teams have been attached as Appendix 1.

Recommendation

That the Minutes of the Kellerberrin Sub Regional Road Group meeting held on the 20" August 2024
be confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

Moved Cr Hudson

Seconded Cr Brown

Carried - Yes

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

Item | Action

Responsible Status Update
Officer

Nil
5. CORRESPONDENCE

IN.
Nil

OUT.
Nil




6. GENERAL BUSINESS

6.1 Shire of Dowerin — Request for reallocation of fund from 23/24.
Item:

Reallocation of Surplus Funds from 2023-2024 Financial Year

Background:

The Shire of Dowerin has been informed by Main Roads and through recent Recoup Registers that
a total of $27,778.00 in surplus funds remains from the 2023-2024 financial year.
Proposal:
The Shire of Dowerin requests the Subgroup’s endorsement to reallocate this surplus to the 2024-
2025 Regional Road Group (RRG) Project on Cunderdin Minnivale Road (SLK 24.50 - 27.23).
Justification:
e The additional funding will support the full completion of the project.
e Costincreases have impacted the initial budget, and this surplus will help cover the shortfall.
e Allocating the funds to this project ensures that regional road improvements remain on
schedule without requiring additional external funding.

Recommendation

That the Subgroup endorses the reallocation of the $27,778.00 surplus to the Cunderdin
Minnivale Road RRG project for the 2024-2025 financial year.

Moved Cr Smith Seconded Cr Crook

Carried - Yes

6.2 Shire of Kellerberrin — Amendment to the 25/26 Works Program.

The Shire of Kellerberrin is seeking approval to amend its 25/26 program to include the last 950m
of the South Doodlakine Road to complete the full length of road as per attached MCA.

The SLK’s will now be 9.8 — 12.40 with the updated costing being;

WBN RRG Local Government Kellerberrin Fin Year 202512026
RDADS 2040-'.6 Rﬂﬂd Nﬂme DDOdlﬂI‘U“E SOIlﬂI Rd LG Rd NU 4UQUUU?
Project's Total Estimated Cost for 13 LG 2/3 RRG
this Financial Year $T02?24U Funds $234>030 funds $453,lﬁ(}
MRWA OMLY - Revised Costings as 113 LG 2/3 RRG
a result of the MCA assessment Funds funds

Recommendation

That the Subgroup endorses the amended 25/26 program for the Shire of Kellerberrin for the
Doodlakine South Road by extending the works program by a further 950m to complete the
full section of this road and the associated costing included in this.

Moved Cr Hudson Seconded Cr Brown

Carried




6.3 Kellerberrin Sub-Group status update for 24-25 Programs

Councils are requested to provide updates on the status for the following roadworks under the
RRG program.

Council Road Funding Progress Completed/Completion
Year Funding Claims Date
(1%t 2™ Final)
Cunderdin Southern Brook Road 24/25 2nd April 2025
Dowerin Koorda Wongan Hills Road | 23/24 TBC
Dowerin Koombekine North Road 23/24 TBC
Dowerin Koombekine North Road 24/25 2nd TBC
Dowerin Cunderdin-Minnivale Road | 24/25 TBC
Kellerberrin | Kellerberrin-Yelbeni Road 23/24 2nd 30" June 2025
Kellerberrin | Doodlakine South Road 24/25 2nd 31t March 2025
Merredin Bulls Head Road 22/23 Final 30" December 2023
Merredin Goldfields Road 23/24 Final 15™ January 2025
Merredin Crooks Road 23/24 Funds moved to 24/25
Merredin Crooks Road 24/25 1 July 2025
Merredin Chandler-Merredin Road 24/25 1% to be claimed | June 2025
Tammin Bungulla North Road 24/25 1
Tammin Bungulla North Road 24/25 1
Commodity Route Funding
Council Road Funding Year | Funding Completed/Completion
Claimed Date
Dowerin Dowerin-Koorda Road 23/24 TBC 25/26 budget
Kellerberrin | Goldfields Road 24/25 All Completed

Recommendation

That the Subgroup receives the status updates for the Regional Road Group and Commodity
Route Funded projects.

Moved Cr Brown Seconded Cr Hudson

Carried - yes

7. OTHER BUSINESS
Secretary Role

The Kellerberrin sub group operates the secretary role on a rotating basis. The rotation is a two year
appointment and is done alphabetically.

Currently the Shire of Merredin hosts the Chair and Secretary role so in this they provide the
secretarial services for the group and the chair is the member for the Wheatbelt North RRG.

With the current state of staff movements in our group it is suggested that we consider a paid
appointment for the secretarial role and the rotation only occurs for the Chair of the group.

This will enable consistency in Agenda, Minutes and follow up of Councils for progress claims etc.



Currently Rod is the secretary for the group to the North of us comprising of eight Councils so this
will be a good fit and we will be able to split costs between the two groups. It is expected that this
would cost approximately $1,200 - $2,000 per Council to have this service.

Recommendation

That the Subgroup approves the appointment of a secretary for the Kellerberrin Sub-group in
Mr Rod Munns at a cost of up to $2,000 per Council.

Moved Cr Crook Seconded Cr Brown

Carried — Yes

Cunderdin — RRG project on Southern Brook Road finalised. Traffic management/culvert works were
internal saving funding. There is an agenda for Monday’s Wheatbelt North RRG Meeting to move
approximately $180,000 from Southern Brook to Goldfields Road. Alli Hunt has the MCA.

Recommendation

That the Subgroup approves the movement of funds (approx. $180,000) from Southern Brook
Road to Goldfields Road.

Moved Cr Smith Seconded Cr Hudson

Carried — Yes

WSFN — unsure on when the next funds will be coming through. MCA scores have been adjusted
slightly. Few roads have been taken out with Cunderdin having no roads removed.

Dowerin — queried the delegate going to go to Monday meeting. It was queried if it could be Cr
Crook. Raymond confirmed that Rod Munn is going. Tammin nominates Cr Hudson as a proxy.

Recommendation

That the Subgroup approves Rod Munn going. Tammin nominates Cr Hudson as a proxy.

Moved Cr Crook Seconded Cr Brown

Carried — Yes

Kellerberrin — nothing to update.

Merredin — new Executive Manager Engineering Services onboard shortly, negotiations happening
and there will be a new face for the next meeting.

Tammin — nothing to update.

8. PRESENTATIONS AND UPDATES
o Nil

9. NEXT MEETING DATES

Monday Wheatbelt RRG Meeting in Northam.
Sub-Group meeting in August 2025.



10. CLOSURE OF MEETING

There being no further business, the Chair thanked those present for their attendance and closed the
meeting at 10:55am.



Attachment 10.2A

CEACA

Supporting Wheatbelt Communities

MINUTES OF CENTRAL EAST ACCOMMODATION & CARE ALLIANCE INC MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 10.00AM ON MONDAY, 19 MAY 2025 AT THE KELLERBERRIN &
DISTRICTS CLUB, BATES STREET, KELLERBERRIN

1. MEETING OPENING

Deputy Chairperson, Gary Shadbolt, who is Chairing the meeting in Terry Waldron’s absence, opened the meeting at
10.02am.

2. MEETING MATTERS

2.1 Record of Attendance and Apologies
Attendance

Gary Shadbolt (Shire of Mukinbudin) — Chairperson, Richard Marshall - CEACA Executive Officer (EO), Jo Trachy - CEACA
Operations Manager (OM), Stephen Strange — Shire of Bruce Rock, Manisha Barthakur — Shire of Dowerin, Raymond
Griffiths & Monika Gardiner — Shire of Kellerberrin, Tony Sachse & Ben McKay - Shire of Mt Marshall, Craig Watts — Shire
of Merredin, Tanika McLennan - Shire of Mukinbudin, Holly Cusack & Rebecca McCall - Shire of Narembeen, Natalie Ness
& Becky Cowecill - Shire of Quairading, Bill Price & Ross Della-Bosca - Shire of Westonia, Sabine Taylor, Mischa Stratford,
Christy Petchell (Observer), Chris Loton (Observer) & Rod Lawson Kerr (Observer) - Shire of Wyalkatchem, Nic Warren,
Wayne Della Bosca & Bianca Bradford (Observer) - Shire of Yilgarn

Apologies

Terry Waldron — CEACA Chairperson, Mark Furr — Shire of Bruce Rock, Bradley Anderson — Shire of Merredin,
2.2  Declaration of Quorum

The Chairperson advised that the quorum for the meeting was met.

2.3  Conflicts of Interest

There were no declarations of conflicts of interest.

2.4  Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting — 24 February 2025

RESOLUTION

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Management Committee meeting held on the 24" of February 2025 be accepted
as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

2.5 DRAFT Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting — 28 April 2025
The draft minutes were noted.
2.6 Action Items

EO advised that the items would be covered in the agenda.

3. MATTERS FOR DECISION

3.1 CEACA Expansion Project

EO referred to various documentation circulated prior to the meeting including his email on 10 May 2025, the EO Report
dated 12 May 2025 and a Supplementary EO Report and Annexure dated 14 May 2025, and commented as follows:

- Housing Australia (“HA”) is supportive of the Project and has proposed to contribute approx $10m, including S4m by
grant and $6m by concessional loan. Department of Communities (“Communities”) has proposed to provide a grant
of $17m.



- Following discussions with senior management at Communities, who had advised that the CEACA Project is
appreciated and supported, it was apparent that concessional loans are standard practise for HA and that up to $23m
of “availability payments”, based on social housing would be available over a 25 year period. EQ’s view based on the
information received from Communities, is that the indicated funding model is unlikely to be improved upon.

- The terms and conditions of the indicated funding will need to be negotiated with Communities and HA.

- A Project cashflow forecast has not been developed as yet, however the recommendation to date has been for Shires
to budget for 50% of their contribution for the 2025/26 financial year.

- As discussed previously Communities has advised that funding must be for social housing only and applicants on the
Department’s waitlist are prioritised. CEACA has advised that the Allocations Matrix will be utilised, which gives
priority to tenants from the local communities in accordance with CEACA’s strategic objectives.

- In relation to current tenants it is estimated that approx 50% would be eligible for social housing (Band A), with
approx 50% being Band B category tenants.

- The EQ’s view is that the indicated funding proposal is attractive and should be supported by the Committee

The Chairperson advised that Members need to consider all options available and the requirements of social housing. It
was agreed that Shires would need confirmation that the CEACA Allocations Matrix can be utilised prior to proceeding.

The Committee discussed the timing of the Shire contribution (10% or approx $3m) and agreed it would be preferable
for Shires to pay over 25 years instead of putting forward a lump sum, which would reduce the financial pressure on
Shires.

The option of selling units was queried. The EO will request this during negotiations.

RESOLUTION

The indicated funding model provided by Communities is supported.

Based on the indicated funding model it is preferred that Shires make their 10% contribution (total approx $3m) over 25
years and aligned with repayment of the proposed loan from Housing Australia. The Executive Officer will discuss this
option with Department of Communities and Housing Australia.

Re-allocation of Houses

Shire of Merredin has advised that whilst they are supportive of CEACA and the transfer of land for additional houses,
they are unwilling to make a financial contribution towards the cost of new houses.

It was agreed Management should work with Merredin to determine whether there is an alternative way forward. In the
meantime, a re-allocation of the 12 houses allotted to Merredin was discussed. The following shires indicated a
willingness to increase their number of houses requested:

Shire ‘ Original Request Updated Request
Bruce Rock 4 7
Dowerin 2 4
Kellerberrin 10 12
Mt Marshall 6 6 (no change)
Merredin 12 0
Mukinbudin 6 6 (no change)
Narembeen 3 4
Quairading 2 4
Westonia 3 4
Wyalkatchem 4 4 (no change)
Yilgarn 2 3

54 54

The additional houses proposed above are subject to formal approval by the respective shires.

3.2 Management of Shire Owned Units — Merrittville Village, Merredin

Craig Watts left the meeting for the consideration of Merrittville. The Shire of Merredin’s lease to Merrittville Retirement
Village Inc. (volunteer committee) expires in October 2025 and they are looking for an alternative management
arrangement. A schedule of proposed management fees was circulated. EO explained the rationale for the fee proposal,
which had been supported by the Executive Committee. It was noted that Merredin intended to go to open tender for

2



the management of Merrittville. The Committee discussed the proposed process, noting CEACA’s current priorities and
resources and agreed that CEACA should not participate in a tender.

RESOLUTION

It was resolved that CEACA would not participate in a tender process for the management of Merrittville. Otherwise the
proposed fee structure was supported by the Committee.

3.3 CEACA Membership Fees for FY26

EO advised that the budget has been prepared on the basis that the membership fees remain at $15k. EO’s
recommendation is that it remains at $15k given the benefits of CEACA remaining in a strong financial position.

RESOLUTION

It was resolved to set the membership fee for FY26 at $15k per annum.

3.4 Draft Budget FY26

EO referred to the draft budget, which will be finalised closer to the end of financial year. The trend that has continued
for the last 3 years is that the actuals are better than budget, due mainly to 100% occupancy and good expense
management. Many of the repair costs are allocated to the defects provision and not repairs and maintenance. The
Committee was supportive of the draft budget.

3.5 RentlIncreases

EO referred to proposed rent increases, advising that Elders Real Estate had provided their assessment of what market
rent would be in each shire for a similar house. In accordance with the Residential Tenancies Act, we are restricted to
one increase every 12 months and tenants must be given 60 days’ notice of any increase. Proposed rents are significantly
below market value and increased at slightly above the CPI.

RESOLUTION

It was resolved to increase the rents as per schedule in Annexure G of the EO Report.
3.6 WALGA Associate Membership

EO advised that one of the Consultants that CEACA have been speaking to in relation to the Expansion Project
procurement recommended that CEACA apply for Associate Membership of WALGA so that they could take advantage
of their procurement processes and documentation. An additional benefit would be access to their insurance program
(LGIS).

General discussion ensued.

RESOLUTION

It was resolved that CEACA should apply for Associate Membership of WALGA.
3.7 Updated Organisational Policies & Forms

The Operations Manager advised that a review of policies, procedures and forms is complete, and minor changes had
been made to bring the documents up to date. This is done every 2 years. The EO has approved all operational policies,
procedures and forms and has also reviewed the organisational and governance documents that are now ready for the
Management Committee to consider.

The Operations Manager suggested that any minor changes to detail be sent via email.

RESOLUTION

It was resolved to approve the updated policies, procedures and forms as tabled.

4. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION

4.1 Executive Officer Report
EO spoke to his report:

- In relation to the accounts to the end of March , the surplus for the 9 months is $238k and this includes interest
received and more due next week from the term deposit.

- Sale of the Kununoppin is included in the Balance Sheet Expansion Reserve. DPIRD were happy with the sale on the
condition that CEACA re-invested the funds and they are kept in a separate reserve.
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- Profit & Loss for the 9 months is significantly higher than budget due to lower expenses and higher revenue. Approx.
$90k has been spent on defects and when the provision runs out there will be more expensed to repairs and
maintenance.

- A possible role for CEACA in managing shire owned properties. Rebecca McCall advised that there had been no word
from the Department regarding the discussions and the agreement expires shortly. EO advised that given the size of
the CEACA Executive Team, they would only want to take on one shire-owned property management at a time.

- Term deposit expires 27t May 2025 and the EO has compared the Westpac rates with those of other major banks
and confirmed they are consistent. EO will look at re-investing for 9-12 months depending on the rate that day.

- Audit planning meeting will be set for July with AMD.

- The proposed sale of Koorda and Nungarin units is on hold. CEACA will obtain a further market appraisal in due
course.

4.2 Operations Manager Report
The Operations Manager added the following comments to her report:

- The Central Tenant Register has been expanded to include information relating to how many tenants would be eligible
for rent assistance, income levels and categories which assists with rent setting and future planning.

- The EO summarised the work conducted to date in relation to rent setting and explained Commonwealth Rent
Assistance, the percentage of tenants who may be eligible for assistance and the impact of rent increases. The basis
of this work is to explore whether it would be beneficial for CEACA to move towards a rent setting policy similar to
the government’s rent setting policy for social housing.

4.3  Possible Change of Name for CEACA

The Chairperson and EO both advised that they have been alerted to the fact that the current name Central East
Accommodation & Care Alliance Inc may be limiting which shires would apply for membership of CEACA, especially if
they are not in the Central East region and suggested a possible change of name. OM handed out a list of potential
names.

General discussion ensued.

RESOLUTION

It was resolved that this item be carried over to the next meeting and members may put forward any suggestions for
names to the CEACA Executive Team.

General Business

Manisha Barthakur, Shire of Dowerin, spoke of the Mortlock Gardens Project in Northam and recommended that the EO
speak to the Shire of Northam President, Chris Antonio and Rob Cossart of WDC about funding from Communities for
that project.

5. MEETING CLOSURE

The next meeting will be held at the Merredin Regional Community and Leisure Centre, Bates Street, Merredin on the
15t September 2025 at 10.00am.

There being no further business, the Management Committee meeting closed at 11.30am.

DECLARATION

These Minutes were confirmed by the Central East Accommodation & Care Alliance Inc at the Management Committee
Meeting held on

Signed (Person presiding at the meeting at which these minutes were confirmed).
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Merredin Shire Delegate Secretary: Mr R Munns

Tammin Shire Delegate

R Munns Engineering Consulting Services
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Mob : 0407 604 164

Unconfirmed Minutes of the Kellerberrin SRRG meeting held via Teams
Video Conference on Wednesday the 11" June 2025 commencing at 9.02

am.

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS

The Chairperson declared the meeting open at 9.02 am and welcomed everyone in attendance.

2. ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES

Delegates Attended

Name Council Delegate — RRG Role
Cr. Barry Leslie Shire of Tammin Delegate
Cr. Tony Smith Shire of Cunderdin Delegate
Cr. Darrel Hudson Shire of Dowerin Delegate — WSFN Committee
Cr. Paul Brown Shire of Kellerberrin Delegate
Cr. Renee Manning Shire of Merredin Deputy Delegate.

Officers & Observers Attended

Name

Position — Council

RRG Role

Mr Raymond Grffiths

CEO - Shire of Kellerberrin

Chairperson

Mr Stuart Hobley

CEO - Shire of Cunderdin

WSFN Tech Committee Rep

Mr Ben Forbes

Manage of Infrastructure & Projects
- Shire of Dowerin

Mr Brian Wall

Exec Manager Infrastructure Services
— Shire of Merredin

Mr Graeme Hedditch

Manager of Work & Services — Shire
of Kellerberrin

Mr Rob Bell

Manager of Works — Shire of

Cunderdin

Mr Rod Munns

Consulting Engineer - RMECS

Secretary
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Apologies
Cr Donna Crook Delegate Shire of Merredin
Mr Craig Watts Chief Executive Officer Shire of Merredin

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING 7" March 2025

RESOLUTION 2025 - 008

That the Minutes of the Kellerberrin SRRG Teams Video Conference Meeting, held on the 7t" March 2025, be
confirmed as a true and correct record of proceedings, subject to the following correction:
e InClause 2, Cr Paul Brown is the Delegate for the Shire of Kellerberrin (not Deputy Delegate).

Moved Cr P Brown ‘ Seconded Cr D Hudson

Carried: Yes (5/0)

4, BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
Nil.

CORRESPONDENCE

5.1 Correspondence In

a) Advice of Increase in Indicative 25/26 Yr Road Project Grant Funding — received via email from
Allison Hunt (Att 2a — Worksheet with Figures) on 26" March 2025.

b) Advice of April 2025 RRG Report from WALGA — received via email from Allison Hunt (Att 2b — RRG
Report) on 1% April 2025.

c) Advice of Updated MCA Nomination Form Template for 26/27 Yr — received via email from Allison
Hunt (Att 2c — email only) on 10" April 2025.

d) Advice of Closing Date for 26/27 Yr Blackspot Funding Nominations — received via email from
Allison Hunt (Att 2d — email only) on 11" April 2025.

e) Advice of Out-Of-Session Endorsement for Shire of Tammin’s 24/25 Yr RRG Program Funding
Reallocation — received via email from Cr Donna Crook (Att 2e — email only) on 23" April 2025.

f)  Advice of Out-Of-Session Endorsement for Shire of Tammin’s 24/25 Yr RRG Program Funding
Reallocation — received via email from Cr Paul Brown (Att 2f — email only) on 23™ April 2025.

g) Advice of Out-Of-Session Endorsement for Shire of Tammin’s 24/25 Yr RRG Program Funding
Reallocation — received via email from Cr Darrel Hudson (Att 2g — email only) on 23" April 2025.

h) Advice of MRWA / IPWEA — WA Online Road Safety Course — received via email from Allison Hunt
(Att 2h) on 6™ May 2025.

i)  Advice of New Crash Map & Road View Webpage — received via email from Allison Hunt (Att 2i) on
13" May 2025.

j)  Advice of State Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda and Minutes held 29 April 2025 — received via
email from Allison Hunt (Att 2j | — Meeting Agenda and Att 2j ii — Meeting Minutes) on 15" May
2025.

k) Advice of Latest WN RRG Road Program and WSFN Recoup Register — received via email from
Allison Hunt (Att 2k — email only) on 22" May 2025.

5.2 Correspondence Out
a) Request for Consideration and Out-Of-Session Endorsement of the Shire of Tammin’s Request to
re-allocate RRG Road Program Funding between their two x 24/25 Yr Projects, and to receive $
45,074 additional funding from the Kellerberrin SRRG Holding Account — email from myself to all
SRRG Delegates (Att 2| — email only) on 19t April 2025.
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b)

Copies of 3 x Out-Of-Session Endorsement Emails to the Shire of Tammin’s Request to re-allocate
RRG Road Program Funding between their two x 24/25 Yr Projects, and to receive $ 45,074
additional funding from the Kellerberrin SRRG Holding Account — 3 x emails from myself to Allison
Hunt on 30%™ April 2025 (not attached).

RESOLUTION 2025 - 009

That the Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence be received.

Moved Cr B Leslie ‘ Seconded Cr D Hudson

Carried: Yes (5/0)

6. GENERAL BUSINESS

6.1

Funding Recoup Items — Current Financial Yr

The following default items require discussion:

a) Review of Direct Grant Funding — claims to MRWA by no later than 31 August

b) All projects — claiming first 40% of approved project funds

c) Road Project Funding - estimated completion dates and maximising expenditures as at 30"
June

The Kellerberrin SRRG part of the current WN RRG Funding Recoup Register (at 22" May 2025)
is attached for reference (Att 3). This Recoup Register shows that our SRRG has 25% of our
2024/25 Yr RRG Road Program Funding unrecouped to date (please note that it’s possible some
recoups may have been received by MRWA since this last Recoup Register was circulated). The
amounts of funding unrecouped for each Council within our SRRG is shown as tabled below:

Council % of Funding Unrecouped

Cunderdin 0%
Dowerin 14%
Kellerberrin 12%
Merredin 76%
Tammin 0%

Average Unrecouped

Funding for our SRRG 25%

Table 1
FYI —the other 3 x SRRG’s currently have unrecouped funding percentages of (this includes some
carryover funding from the previous financial year):

Avon SRRG -43%
Moora SRRG -18%
WNE SRRG -18%
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The Group’s following 24/25 Yr Projects are not currently fully recouped (as at 22" May 2025). Representatives from those affected Councils were
requested to provide an update on the status of these unrecouped Projects. The provided Project Status is shown in Table 2 below.

Total RRG Amount of % of RRG
Fundin RRG Fundin Fundin Expected Recoup Date
LG Road Name Treatment Type SLK Range R g i & Expected Completion Date OR Carryover into
Allocation to Not Not 2025/26 Yr
Year. Recouped Recouped
Dowerin Cunderdin — Minnivale Rd Reconstruction 25.23-27.23 $ 414,039 $ 82,807 20% Mid — Late June 2025 Late June 2025
Kellerberrin | Kellerberrin - Yelbeni Rd izargnfitl Clearing 0.0-22.56 $ 6,667 $6,667 |  100% Mid  Late June 2025 Late June 2025
Kellerberrin | Doodlakine South Rd Reconstruction 79-9.8 $ 444,334 S 88,866 20% Complete Has been Fully Recouped
Brian Wall advised the design
was complete, and the Shire is
currently in negotiations with
. Widening & ARC Infrastructure in relation Will be carried into the
0.05-1.50 9
Merredin Crooks Rd Reconstruction > 64,882 321,629 33% to the required widening of the 2025/26 Yr
Railway Crossing. It's expected
this Upgrade work will be
completed in the 2025/26 Yr
. . Expected to be completed in Will be carried into the
. 0.0-0.23 o,
Merredin Crooks Rd Widening to 8m seal S 482,454 $ 289,472 60% the 2025/26 Yr 2025/26 Yr
. . Shoulder Widening & | 12.27-15.47 o Expected to be completed in Will be carried into the
Merredin Chandler — Merredin Rd Sealing 17.70 - 33.51 $ 233,497 $ 233,497 100% the 2025/26 Yr 2025/26 Yr
Table 2

RESOLUTION 2025 - 010

That the Kellerberrin Sub-Groups 2024/25 Yr RRG Road Program Completion and Funding Recoup Status
Summary as provided in Table 2 above, be received as the 24/25 final status for unclaimed funds.

Moved Cr P Brown ‘ Seconded Cr D Hudson

Carried: Yes (5/0)
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6.2  Shire of Tammin — 24/25 Yr Program Funding Re-allocation Ratification
In early April 2025, the Shire of Tammin advised that they had completed their two 24/25 Yr
Road Projects, but had underspent on one project and overspent by a significant amount on
their second project. The resulting table was provided by the CEO of the Shire of Tammin.

Reallocation

Project .. Original RRG (Original LG . Total Total Required |Additional LG
number Road name SLK Original TEC funding funding Final cost surplus/deficit RRE £C Balance |from SG |contribution
s0003s7a|oungulaNorth Road | o 500 |5 182200 |§ 121486 [§ 60743 |§ 157618 |$ 24611 |8 16407 |6 8204 |$ - s

4250003

York Tammin Road
30003579 e |20 1024 [S 372271 | 248181 |$ 124090 |$ 464493 |5 92222 |$ 16407 |$ 8204 |-$ 67611 [$45074 |§ 22537
Table 3
The Shire of Tammin requested the Group’s Out-of-Session consideration of the following

request:

a) The reallocation of the underspent $24,611 ($16,407 states contribution) from the Bungulla
Nth Rd to the York Tammin Rd - as shown above.

b) additional funds of $45,074 (as shown above) be allocated from the Kellerberrin SRRG
holding account to the York — Tammin Rd Project to offset the costs over budget.

Ms Alli Hunt had confirmed via email to the Shire of Tammin on the 14 April 2025, that the
Kellerberrin SRRG currently does have $ 147,000 in a holding account as a result of historical
unspent (and unallocated) RRG Funding within the Group.

On the 19" April 2025, | sent out a “Flying Minute” email to the Group’s Delegates to request
their consideration of this Funding Re-allocation request, so they could finalise these Projects
financial status and submit their final 20% Recoup and Certificate of Completion.

Three (3) of the five (5) Delegates provided emails approving this request Out-of-Session. The
Shire of Tammin has submitted all Recoups for these completed Projects. Any Out-of-Session
approvals are required to be ratified at the next meeting.

RESOLUTION 2025 - 011

That the Out-Of-Session Endorsement of the following:

1. The Shire of Tammin’s completed 24/25 Yr Project on the Bungulla North Rd (Project No. 30003578)
be reduced in value by $ 24,611 to match the underspent total, and the RRG Funding component of
$16,407 be allocated to the Shire’s 24/25 Yr Project on the York - Tammin Rd (Project No. 30003579)
to offset a portion of the over expenditure on this completed project.

2. $45,074 of RRG Funding from the Group’s holding account be allocated to the Shire’s 24/25 Yr Project
on the York - Tammin Rd (Project No. 30003579) to offset the remainder of the over expenditure on
this completed project.

3. The Shire’s 2025/26 Yr RRG Road Program funding allocation be reduced by $45,074 to offset the
additionally allocated RRG funding in the 24/25 Yr.
be ratified.

Moved Cr D Hudson ‘ Seconded Cr P Brown

Carried: Yes (5/0)
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WSFN Projects Recoup Status

For the EOFY Funding Carryover considerations, MRWA LG Interface Officers will require the status of WSFN Funded Projects before the EOFY. There
are currently a number of incomplete (and unrecouped) WSFN Projects. Representatives from those Councils that have not currently fully recouped

their 2024/25 Yr RRG Road Projects were requested to provide an update on the status of these unrecouped Projects. The provided Project Status is
shown in Table 4 below. Table 4

KELLERBERRIN SRRG - STATUS OF WSFN PROECTS AT 11 JUNE 2025 - FOLLOWING THE KELLERBERRIN SRRGMEETING

Total Project
Recoup2
Intial Totalnew | Lo Total Recopt | "Lt | Recow3
Rote | RoadName& . L Start& | Alocation | project Allocated | PROECT | (40% May |, (1st&Final | Total Funds | | Total Funds 8
s ject Short Description (Scope of Work Fundi (Claimwhen
Number Number Proj ption( ) finish SLKs | 80%FED+ | allocation Yea:‘g Funding NO. claimas |2 iet| Or20% | Recouped | | Unrecouped 3
20%LG13 & (Fed& State) from 1 iy c‘”sw/ balance)
STAZ/3) °
Route9 Baxter Rd 4060165 lopment This funding to be carried into the
Qundergin |Qunderdin - |Carter D 40601 | g of Pavement, Sevices Location, Power Pole Relocation, Telsira $  20000$  250000( 202924 |$ 23333 | 020 |§ W3IBS -|s -|s wmas| s 1000 In the 2025/26 ¢ 2025726 and will bore allocated
Koorda Olympic Av Relocation, Safety Assessment of Intersections, Design for Drainage, TMP tothe Development Project on the
4060082 . Safety  Desig %, Qunderdin / Quairading Rd.
Route8 ::;:/‘Z?eat Consiruction
Qunderdin Profile out 50mm of seal and basecours with 7mm emulsion seal and DG 011 s -ls  oni01| 202425 |s 06| 300818 [$  36.251($ s -s  wmast| |5 s Qmplete This was recently Fully Recouped.
INGMEC Eastern Hwy . N N
: lasphalt 5omm thick way!
Route 5 Dowerin Kalannie Construction
Dowerin | 1€ iy oo of wrgsegpttion vithin thacloar ) ) 0004877 |$  301824|$  G01824| 202824 |8 281702| 30001020 | 112681[S 112681 |$ -|s zsam2| |5 ses0 mplete This was recently Fully Recouped.
Construction
g 1,
land 8.0m seal width. U include: extend
located at SLK30.96, 32.25, 32,53, 32.61, 32,82, 33.03, 33.38.& 34.08; import
Route5  |Dowerin Kalannie | 150mm thick gravel and wetmixvia
dowerin DDL 4070182 arader, . M inlow 30.89-34.5 |$ 1,084,179($ 1,084,179 | 2023/24 [$ 1,011,900 30001020 |$ 404,760 (S 404,760 | $ -|$ 809520 $ 202380 Complete “This was recently Fully Recouped.
Iying sections, compact and trim; applya two coat 4.& 10mm primerseal;
widen & construct Bailey East West (SLK31.29) & Moonijin East Road (4K
32.63) intersections; cut shoulders and compact and install signs and
|quideposts.
Development
\Ward rd intersection
Dowerin | 0Ue5 Dowerin Kalannie |Survey and Design 637 |$ 54000($ 54000 | 2024125 |S  50400| 30001020 [$  20160|$ 20,160 |$ -|s  4030| [s 1000 Mid/ Late June 2025 Late Line 2025
D-DL 14070182 Geotechnical investigation
| develop Traffic management Plan
Road Safety Auit
ConStrIcTon
Upgrade hi minimum 11. 8.0m seal
width. Upgr include: extend at9K
Route 5 Dowerin Kalannie 39.38, 39.70, 40.14, 40.46, 40.62, 40.79, 41.16 & 41.70; import 150mm thick
Dowerin DDLU 1070182 gravel layer and wetmixvia If 37.81-41.71 |$ 1385100($ 1427,839 | 2024/25 |$ 1,332649| 30001020 |$ 517,104 |$ 517,104 | $ -|$ 1034208 $ 208441 Complete “This was recently Fully Recouped.
igrader, isation with cement dsti i
lcompact and trim; applya two coat 14 & 10mm primerseal; widen &
lconstruct Fifty four gate west road (Sk 41.71) intersection; cut shoulders and
lcompact. install i
Includes Mather Rd and Dowding &
Pavement Surface and Qulvert Condition Assessment
Roues  [ralaberin | rae P v ot e T rra ket
BN j'g;g:’g'"m Feature Survey and Geometric Design on nineteen (19) curved sections 0002738 |$ 2000018 270000 25 1S 252000 78 S 1008008 - ¢ S [8 108w S 151200 Dec-25 Funding ($50,400) to be carried
Kelerberrin / Bencubbin Rd ONLY into the 25/26 Y
Dial Before you Dig Survey
Qearing Permit for section from SLK2.001to 27.38on the Kellerberrin /
Bencubbin Ri ONLY
Verredin- Gonstruction
Merredin ﬁ:‘?mﬂ Road Qearing, Table Drain and jth | 70487 |$  133173|$  223173| 202324 S 28295| 2111664 |5 833185 83318 (% -|s tese3s| |5 41659 Nov-25 H"z'ei/:’;::;‘g‘:‘s;?ég)“ 1
4140239 single coat (14mm) cutback bitumen Seal
Verredin- Construction
Merredin |24 17 Road i 250mm, Top up existing with modified gravel 60mm 87-9%2 |§  204300($  204300| 202324 | 274680 | 21116604 |$ 1098725 109,872 (8 -|s 21974 |5 s Nov-25 Final 20%of Funding ($50.400) o |4
MD-KN . be carried into the 25/26 Yr
4140239 stabilise 200mm
Verredin-
Nerredin [ 17 |\arembeen Road |nSiruction 918 |$ 139834 (S 300000 202324 |$ 280,000| 21116604 [$  112000|$ 112,000 ($ -[s  2400( |5 56000 Mid/ Late June 2025 Late dine 2025
(SN oyt Upgrade and Lengthen 5 Barrel Quivert g g ! g - g ! !
Foute 17 Merredin- Construction
Merredin VD-KN Road Qearing, Table Drain Reconstruction and Resealingwith | 11.9-15.35 |$ 335428 | $ 3365428 202324 |§ 313066 | 21116604 |§ 125226($ 125226 | $ -|$ 250452 $ 62,614 Mid/ Late June 2025 Late June 2025
4140239 single coat (14mm) cutback bitumen Seal
Merredin- Construction
Meredin | 2417 Road 250 deep 2% Hyd Lime top 200mm gravel and 187-1954 [$  334005|$  334005| 202324 |$ 311821 21116604 |§  124728|$ 124728($ -|s 2046 |$ 62365 Nov-25 Final 20%of Funding ($50.400) o |
VDN becarriedinto the 25/26 Yt
14140239 modified, Wet mix
Route 7 |Veredin- Construction Final 20%of Funding ($50,400) to
Merredin MD-KN :lmeenmad Reseal single 14mm and Verge Maintenance 1954-198 |$ 2167|$ 2,167 | 202324 |$ 20,689 21116604 |$ 8276($ 8276($ -8 16,552 $ 4137 Nov-25 becarried into the 25/26 Y
Routet7 | erredin- Construction Final 20%of Funding ($50,400) to
Merredin MD-KN :l:;;lzggseﬂmad Modified Gravel top up 60mm wet mix250mm 198212 |$ 315244 | $ 315244 202324 |$ 294,227 | 21116604 |$ 117,691 |8 117,691 |$ -|s 5382 $ 58,845 Now-25 becarried into the 25/26 Y
$ 49553 s 3702016| [ 1253374

NOTE 1. ADVIGE THAT THESE PROJECTSWOULD BE CARRED OVERINTO THE 2025/ 26 YRTO PERVIT THEFINAL SEAL IN OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER WASPROVIDED BY BRAN WALL STRAIGHT AFTER THE MEETING (RATHER THAN TO BE COMPLETE BY THE EOFY ASADVISED AT THEMEETING)
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RESOLUTION 2025 - 012

That the Kellerberrin Sub-Groups 2024/25 Yr WSFN Program Completion and Funding Recoup Status
Summary as provided in Table 4 above, be received as the 24/25 final status for unclaimed funds.

Moved Cr D Hudson | seconded Cr R Manning

Carried: Yes (5/0)

6.4 Revised 25/26 Yr RRG Road Program
As per item 5a, on the 26" March 2025, Ms Allison Hunt advised that the 25/26 Yr Indicative
RRG Road Program Funding Allocation had increased by some 12.75% to $ 2,582,112 for the
Kellerberrin SRRG (this was relative to the initial indicative figure advised in August 2024).
Additionally, and as per the Funding Reallocation referenced in item 6.2 above, the final revised
Funding Allocations for each Member Council is as tabled below (as | advised to Member
Councils via separate emails on the 19th April and 3™ May 2025).

KELLERBERRIN tive RRG Funding A|
Total Revised
RRG Funding
Allocation for the
25/26 Yr
Cunderdin (S) $501,158
Dowerin (S) $501,158
Kellerberrin (S) $501,158
Merredin (S) $633,110
Tammin (S) $445,527
$2,582,112
$2,582,112
Table 5

The revised 25/26 Yr RRG Program for our Group is shown in Table 6 below. This includes an
additional Reconstruction Project nominated by the Shire of Cunderdin to take up their
unallocated $ 78,225 of RRG Funding on the Cunderdin - Wyalkatchem Rd from SLK 6.00 to
6.46, to remediate a section of pavement in poor condition as a result of Tree Roots and other
surface deformations.

The Group discussed and considered this RRG Road Program for endorsement.
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KELLERBERRIN SRRG - 2025/26 YR RRG PROGRAM

(Rev 1 - Current at 11th June 2025 - Program Endorsed at Kellerberrin SRRG Meeting)

New
Subm. Original Project Constr C;thGt ° Cost to PT:?:::t cfr::::z;lit/e Acc::;:ble Existin Calc Road Stated
Council Road MCA Project Length Project Description (C) or Council g ADT ESA 9 Type Road Type
Score SLKs Km Pres (2024125) | (2024/25) Cost RRG Cost / Counts Road Type Warrant | Targeted
) | Proiect (2024/25) | Council | (Yes/No) 9
Reconstruct existing Type 4 section in poor condition
Southern Brook Rd 121 5.72-7.39 1.67 |to Type 6 sealed pavement - to Minm 10m C $422,364| $211,182| $633,546 Yes 70.00 124.48 4 6 6
carriageway width & 7.5m primerseal width.
Cunderdin $500,589
Cunderdin / Reconstruct existing Type 5 section in poor condition
1M1 6.00 - 6.46 0.46 |to Type 6 sealed pavement - to Minm 10m C $78,225 $39,113| $117,338 Yes 364.70 238.51 5 6 6
Woyalkatchem Rd 3 X . .
carriageway width & 7.5m primerseal width.
Reconstruct existing Type 4 section in poor condition
. . . to Type 6 sealed pavement - to Minm 10m
Dowerin Dowerin - Meckering Rd 119 23.84 - 25.64 1.80 carriageway width & 8.0m primerseal width. Wil C $501,158 $250,579| $751,737 $501,158 No 132.24 34.12 4 4 6
include some Subbase Stabilisation Work.
Reconstruct existing Type 4 section in poor condition
Kellerberrin | Doodlakine South Rd 102 9.80 - 12.40 2.60 |to Type 6 sealed pavement - to Minm 10m C $501,158|  $250,579| $751,737 $501,158 Yes 41.32 57.51 5 5 6
carriageway width & 8.0m primerseal width.
12.17 - 15.47 Shoulder Widen and Primerseal to Upgrade Section
Chandler - Merredin Rd 7 17.74-20.04 | 9.60 |from Type 4 to Type 5 standard (Minimum 10m C $470,347 $235,173| $705,520 No 22.09 7.66 4 3 5
23.54 - 27.54 pavement width and 7m seal width)
Merredin $633,680
Chandier - Merredin Rd | 74 | 20.04-23.54 | 350 |AAPPY @ single coat Reseal (o section Shoulder P $163,333|  $81,667| $245,000 No 22.09 7.66 5 3 5
Widened and Primersealed last year)
7.97 - 8.60 Reconstruct existing Type 4 section in poor condition
Bungulla North Rd 99 ’ . 1.09 |to Type 6 sealed pavement - to Minm 10m C $251,731 $125,865| $377,596 Yes 52.74 62.81 4 6 6
13.82- 14.30 ! : ) ]
carriageway width & 8.0m primerseal width.
Tammin Seal Shoulder Widen sealed pavement via $445,527
. "Saferoads" type sealed shoulders from SLK 14.53 -
York - Tammin Rd 112 14.53-17.66 | 3.13 16.74 to widen seal from 6.3/6.6m width o 7.6m P $193,796 $96,898|  $290,694 Yes 160.00 172.75 415 6 5/6
width. Reseal section from SLK 14.53 to 17.66.
Average MCA Score| 101
Total | $2,582,112| S1,291,056| $3,873,168| $2,582,112
$2,582,112 Indicative Funding Amount - as per Alli Hunt's email 26 March 2025
$0 (Program is fully allocated)
Table 6
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RESOLUTION 2025 - 013

That the Group’s revised 2025/26 Yr RRG Road Program be endorsed, as per the Program Summary provided
in Table 6 above.

Moved P Brown ‘ Seconded Cr D Hudson

Carried: Yes (5/0)

6.5

Handover of Chairperson & Deputy Chairperson after LG Elections

Following the Local Government elections coming up in October 2025, the Group’s
Chairperson position will be rotated to the elected Delegate from the Shire of Tammin,
for the next two (2) year Local Government election cycle. Similarly, the elected
Delegate from the Shire of Cunderdin will assume the position of Deputy Chairperson
for the Group, since the Shire of Cunderdin will follow the Shire of Tammin in this two
(2) year cycle. Note also that the 2 year cycle is rotated on a Council Name althabetic
basis.

As per our current agreement, the Group’s Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson will
automatically become the Group’s Delegate and Proxy Delegate on the WN RRG,
respectively.

Additionally, and immediately following the selection of each Member Council’s
Delegate to the SRRG (anticipated at the respective October 2025 Ordinary Council
Meetings), we will need to hold a meeting in the first week of November to consider the
Group’s Delegates and Representatives for the following positions:

e Group’s Delegate on the WSFN Steering Committee

e Group’s Proxy Delegate on the WSFN Steering Committee

e Group’s Representative on the WN RRG Technical Committee

e Group’s Proxy Representative on the WN RRG Technical Committee

e Group’s Representative on the WSFN Technical Committee

e Group’s Proxy Representative on the WSFN Technical Committee

This will enable the WSFN to re-establish the Steering Committee asap following the
Local Government elections.

7 OTHER BUSINESS
Cunderdin: Nil.

Dowerin:

Cr Hudson reiterated the importance of each Member Council electing Delegates
to their SRRG Committees immediately after the October Local Government
elections, so we can hold a meeting early November to elect Office Bearers, and
particularly for the WSFN Steering Committee positions, to enable this LG
Committee to be re-established asap after the elections.

Kellerberrin: Nil.

Page 9




Minutes of the Kellerberrin SRRG Meeting held 11*" June 2025

Merredin: Nil.

Tammin: Nil.

8 NEXT MEETING DATES

7.1 Next WN RRG meeting
Date for this meeting is Monday the 6th October 2025, at the Shire of Northam’s Recreation
Centre, at 44 Peel Tce, commencing at 10.00am.

7.2 Next WN RRG Technical Committee meeting
Date for this meeting is TBA.

7.3 Schedule next Kellerberrin SRRG meeting date.
The next meeting needs to be scheduled around mid to late August 2025 — mainly to consider
and endorse the 2026/27 Yr RRG Road Program submissions. There will also be a requirement to
hold another Meeting in the first week of November 2025, to elect new Office Bearers for the
next two (2) year period.

9 CLOSURE OF MEETING

The Chairperson thanked everyone for their attendance. There being no further business, the meeting
was closed at 9.30 am.
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ZONE STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

The following items are the Zone’s priority issues, as resolved at the February 2024 Zone
meeting:

¢ Regional Health Services to include:
o Hospitals
o Aged Care
o Future of Nurse Practitioner Service
e St John Ambulance Service — Impact on Volunteers and the provision of the service
generally.
e Regional Subsidiaries
e Transport — Road Network
e Telecommunications
e Education
e Review of GROH Housing and Regional Housing issues
o Waste Management
e Agricultural Land Use
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ATTACHMENTS

The following are provided as attachments to the Minutes:

SIF VNS

—
.

I[tem 5 Shire of Westonia presentation
Item 6.1.2 Department of Energy, Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety presentation
I[tem 8.1 Local Government Reform Webinar 13 slides

[tem 8.3 Regional Development Australia Wheatbelt Report June 2025
Iltem 11.3 WALGA RoadWise Report June 2025

OPENING, ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

1.1. OPENING

The Chair opened the meeting at 10:02am.

1.2. ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS

2 Voting Delegates from each Member Council

Shire of Bruce Rock

President Cr Ram Rajagopalan

Cr Stephen Strange (State Council Representative)

Mr Mark Furr, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Cunderdin

President Cr Alison Harris JP

Shire of Kellerberrin

Mr Raymond Griffiths, Chief Executive Officer (voting
delegate)

Shire of Merredin

President Cr Donna Crook

Ms Leah Boehme, A/Chief Executive Officer

Shire of Mount Marshall

President Cr Tony Sachse (Zone Chair)

Shire of Narembeen

President Cr Scott Stirrat

Ms Rebecca McCall, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Nungarin

President Cr Pippa de Lacy

Mr David Nayda, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Tammin

President Cr Charmaine Thomson (observer)

Mr Andrew Malone, Chief Executive Officer (proxy)

Shire of Trayning

President Cr Melanie Brown

Shire of Westonia

President Cr Mark Crees

Mr Bill Price, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Wyalkatchem

President Cr Owen Garner
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Shire of Yilgarn

President Cr Wayne Della Bosca

Cr Lisa Granich (observer)

Mr Nic Warren, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

GUESTS

Department of Energy,

Industry Regulation

Mines, | Mr Jai Thomas, Deputy Director General -
Coordinator of Energy, (currently Acting
Director General),

Ms Jodi Cook, General Manager,
Communications & Coordination

Ms Ellen Barry, Communications Officer

Wheatbelt Development Commission | Mr Grant Arthur, Director Regional

Development and Mr Chris Sharples, Senior
Regional Development Officer

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Hon Melissa Price MP, Member for Durack

Mr Lachlan Hunter MLA, Member for Central Wheatbelt

WALGA

Mr Sam McLeod, Manager Commercial Services (Executive Officer)

Ms Lisa Harwood, Principal Policy Advisor Economic Development

Ms Meghan Dwyer, State Council Governance Officer

1.3. APOLOGIES

MEMBERS

Shire of Cunderdin

Deputy President Cr Tony Smith

Mr Stuart Hobley, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Dowerin

President Cr Robert Trepp

Deputy President Cr Nadine McMorran

Mrs Manisha Barthakur, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Kellerberrin

Deputy President Cr Emily Ryan

Shire of Koorda

President Cr Jannah Stratford

Deputy President Cr Gary Greaves

Mr Zac Donovan, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Merredin

Deputy President Cr Renee Manning

Cr Mark McKenzie

Mr Craig Watts, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Mount Marshall

Deputy President Cr Nick Gillett

Mr Ben McKay, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting
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Shire of Mukinbudin

President Cr Gary Shadbolt

Ms Tanika McLennan, A/Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Narembeen

Deputy President Cr Holly Cusack

Shire of Nungarin

Deputy President Cr Gary Coumbe

Shire of Tammin

Deputy President Cr Tanya Nicholls

Cr Nick Caffell

Shire of Trayning

Cr Michelle McHugh

Shire of Westonia

Deputy President Cr Ross Della Bosca

Shire of Wyalkatchem

Deputy President Cr Christy Petchell

Ms Sabine Taylor, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting

Shire of Yilgarn

Deputy President Cr Bryan Close

GUESTS

Main Roads WA

Mr Mohammad Siddiqui, Regional Manager
Wheatbelt

CBH Group

Ms Kellie Todman, Manager Governance and
Industry Relations

Wheatbelt Development Commission | Mr Rob Cossart, Chief Executive Officer

Ms Renee Manning,
Development

Director Regional

Regional Development Australia WA

Mr Josh Pomykala, Director Regional
Development

Water Corporation

Ms Rebecca Bowler, Manager Customer &
Stakeholder — Goldfields & Agricultural Region

Department of Local Government, | Mr Cameron Taylor, Director of Regulatory
Sport and Cultural Industries

Reform - LG

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Hon Steve Martin MLC, Member for Western Australia

WALGA

Ms Tracey Peacock, Regional Road Safety Advisor

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We, the Great Eastern Country Zone of WALGA acknowledge the continuing connection of
Aboriginal people to Country, culture and community, and pay our respects to Elders past

and present.
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Elected Members must declare to the Chairman any potential conflict of interest they have
in a matter before the Zone as soon as they become aware of it. Councillors and deputies
may be directly or indirectly associated with some recommendations of the Zone and State
Council. If you are affected by these recommendations, please excuse yourself from the
meeting and do not participate in deliberations.

Nil

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Speaker Protocols

Please note the Zone has made minor updates to speaker protocols, which are intended to
ensure the full business of the meeting to be dealt with prior to the scheduled closure time,
and to allow maximum possible time for questions and discussion with delegates.

All invited speakers have been advised of the updated protocols.

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT 'VIRTUAL HOST'

The Shire of Westonia made a presentation at the meeting (Attachment 1).

The Shire of Trayning is invited to make a presentation to next Zone meeting, in August.

6. GUEST SPEAKERS / DEPUTATIONS

6.1. SPEAKERS FOR THE JUNE ZONE MEETING

6.1.1. LISA HARWOOD, PRINCIPAL POLICY ADVISOR, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
WALGA

Ms Harwood manages WALGA's ongoing policy work on energy.
e Provided a brief overview of the Ministerial forum held on 12 June
e Provided a brief update on energy and land use policy matters, (see also item on
DAPs at item 9.2.2 and 13.2)
e Introduced Mr Jai Thomas, Coordinator of Energy

Noted
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6.1.2. MR JAI THOMAS, COORDINATOR OF ENERGY, ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, MINES, INDUSTRY REGULATION AND
SAFETY

e Provided reflections on the Ministerial forum held on 12 June

e Provided remarks or a general update on energy policy relevant to the Zone
recognising the appointment of the new Minister for Energy, the Hon Amber-Jade
Sanderson MLA, and the recent State and General election results.

The presentation slides are provided as an attachment (Attachment 2).

Noted
7. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Any Members of Federal and State Government in attendance were invited to provide a
brief update on matters relevant to the Zone.

e Hon Melissa Price MP. Member for Durack
e Mr Lachlan Hunter MLA, Member for Central Wheatbelt

Noted

8. AGENCY REPORTS

The Zone appreciates and prefers written updates (circulated with the agenda) wherever
possible. Agency representatives are invited to make brief (5 minute) remarks if the speaker
wishes to prove context or a further update on a specific matter.

The Zone appreciates if time can be left for questions, typically for around 10 minutes.

Briefings on a significant policy proposal or contentious topic are to be dealt with by the
agency representative attending as a Guest or Keynote Speaker (item 6).

8.1 DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SPORT AND CULTURAL
INDUSTRIES

Cameron Taylor, Director of Regulatory Reform was an apology for the meeting.

The DLGSC report was provided with the Agenda.

Slides from the recent reform webinar (11 June 2025) which provided an update on the
status of reforms and the topics of interest were provided. These slides are attached to the

Minutes (Attachment 3).

Noted
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8.2. WHEATBELT DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Mr Grant Arthur, Director Regional Development
Mr Arthur provide a brief update on WDC activities.

Noted

8.3. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA WHEATBELT

Josh Pomykala, Director Regional Development was an apology for the meeting. The RDAW
report for June is provided as an attachment (Attachment 4).

Noted

8.4. MAIN ROADS WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Mohammad Siddiqui, Regional Manager Wheatbelt is an apology for this meeting.
Main Roads WA advised there is no report for tabling.

Noted

8.5. 'WATER CORPORATION

Rebecca Bowler, Manager Customer and Stakeholder was an apology for the meeting.

Ahead of the meeting, the Water Corporation advised the Zone of the WA Government
Media Release: Major budget boost to water supply for Goldfields and Wheatbelt. At the
meeting, a Zone Member raised a query in relation to potential changes in afterhours
arrangements for water infrastructure repairs, which were raised with the Water
Corporation following the meeting.

Noted

9. MINUTES

9.1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES FROM THE GREAT EASTERN COUNTRY
ZONE MEETING HELD ON 10 APRIL 2025

The Minutes of the Great Eastern Country Zone meeting held on 10 April 2025 were
previously circulated to Member Councils.

RESOLUTION
Mover: Shire of Bruce Rock
Seconder: Shire of Yilgarn

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Great Eastern Country Zone held on 10 April 2025
be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.

CARRIED
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9.2. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GREAT EASTERN
COUNTRY ZONE MEETING HELD ON 10 APRIL 2025

9.2.1. POTENTIAL INITIATVES TO INVEST EXCESS CASH RESERVES

Following discussions at the Zone meeting held on 10 April 2025, a proposed set of
initiatives to proceed with is proposed for consideration. There is approximately $200,000
in reserve.

This proposed raised by delegates at the Zone meeting on 10 April 2025 for the Zone to
support members to attend the Local Government Convention and training was split into
two separate proposals (one for the Convention and one for other for training) to enable
careful consideration of each potential initiative.

At its meeting on 4 June, the Zone Executive Committee, resolved as follows:

The Executive Committee recommend to the Zone:

1. The following initiative proposals and sub-options, in order of priority, for discussion
and decision:
a. Zone delegation to Perth for specific zone Advocacy/Engagement Aims as

proposed (approx. $12,500)
b.  WALGA Council Member Essentials Training in the Zone (face to face) as
proposed (approx. $24,000)
C. Funding for Delegates to attend the Local Government Convention, with the
proposal details amended as follows:
e one elected member
e $500 per Local Government
e For anelected member who may not normally be able to attend e.g. if a Local
Government President and Deputy President are normally approved to
attend, the elected member must be someone other than the President or
Deputy President.
2. Continue the existing eLearning Subscription grant for Local Governments ($2,000
per Local Government purchasing an eLearning Subscription).

This paper therefore presents the initiatives, in priority order, for consideration of the Zone.

It should be noted that previous Zone programs have generally resulted in lower than
expected actual expenditure. The following initiatives are proposed for inclusion in the
budget (see item 0). However, it is considered unlikely that the full budget allocation for all
of these initiatives would be expended.

Proposed Priority 1: Fund a Zone delegation to Perth for specific zone Advocacy/
Engagement Aims (Approx. $12,500)

It is proposed that a delegation to Perth during a Parliamentary sitting week is planned for
the first half of 2026. This could be a standalone delegation, or held as part of a Perth-
based or hybrid Zone meeting (similar to the practice of the Pilbara and Kimberley Zones)
in April/May 2026.
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It is envisaged that this would involve a two-night stay, with the potential for one delegate
from each Zone Local Government. This delegation could also involve:
o Meetings with Ministers, Members of Parliament, and Party Leaders;
e A Parliamentary dinner (typically a Tuesday only);
e Meetings with key agencies and organisations (PoweringWA, Telstra, Synergy, etc.);
e Professional development opportunities for matters or topics of interest to Zone
delegates; and
e Earned media opportunities.

The estimated costs are below:

Item Notes Indicative Budget

Accommodation Assume 12 delegates, two nights, $300 | Approx. $7,200
per room per night (inc. parking etc.)

Arrival Dinner Opportunity to hold dinner with key | $1,000-$2,000

stakeholders
Travel and incidental | Assume 12 delegates, three days, $100 | Approx. $3,600
costs allowance per | perday
delegate (per diem)
Approximate total (estimate only) Approx. $12,500

These costs are an indicative estimate only, and a more detailed budget would be
developed if this initiative is progressed. This could also become a biennial event held on
the year in which there is no Zone Conference/Forum.

If this model proves successful, a similar trip to Canberra/ALGA could be planned for a later
time. A trip to Canberra would involve additional air fare, ground transport,
accommodation, and staffing expenses and is estimated at approximately $35,000.

Proposed Priority 2: WALGA Council Member Essentials Training in the Zone (face to face)
(Approx. $24,000 - depending on options)

This initiative follows the proposal by delegates at the Zone meeting on 10 April 2025.
Training provides ongoing benefits for members, and can promote Council Member and
staff ongoing development and retention.

The Zone currently provides a Training Rebate for Council Member Essentials. The
guidelines of this rebate are:

e A Local Government is required to purchase the WALGA elLearning Subscription for
Council Member Essentials training. For Band 4 Local Governments for 2024/2025
this cost of the eLearning Subscription is $5,040.

e The attractiveness of the eLearning subscription is at its maximum following Local
Government elections - when council members may be required to undertake the
training.

Previous take up of the rebate has been limited, and thus has only had modest budget
impacts.
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It is proposed that the Zone could fund in-person delivery of unit(s) of Council Member
Essentials at a central location within the Zone. While the final cost would depend on
specific details, it is envisaged that a budget of approximately $20,000 would provide for
the delivery of the following four Council Member Essentials units for 20 Council members

for each unit as follows:

Option 1 (Approx. $20,000)

Unit Duration Registrations
Serving on Council 2 days 20
Meeting Procedures 1day 20
Understanding Financial Reports and Budgets 1day 20

Other options for scale could be as follows:

Option 2 (Approx. $26,000)
Unit Duration Registrations
Serving on Council 2 days 20
Meeting Procedures 1day 20
Understanding Financial Reports and Budgets 1day 20
Understanding Local Government 2 days 20
Conflicts of Interest 2 days 20

Option 3 (Approx. $52,000)
Unit Duration Registrations
Location 1(e.g. Kellerberrin):
Serving on Council 2 days 20
Meeting Procedures 1day 20
Understanding Financial Reports and Budgets 1day 20
Understanding Local Government 2 days 20
Conflicts of Interest 2 days 20
AND
Location 2 (e.g. Merredin):
Serving on Council 2 days 20
Meeting Procedures 1day 20
Understanding Financial Reports and Budgets 1day 20
Understanding Local Government 2 days 20
Conflicts of Interest 2 days 20

Recent reforms mean that some training modules are being updated to provide training on
the new legislative requirements. There are approximately 110 Council Members across the

Zone.

Specific legislative requirements for Council Member training are in the table overleaf:
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New Council
Member

First time elected

Must complete the Council Member Essentials (5 courses) within 12 months
beginning on the day on which the council member is elected - refer
s.5126(1) and Admin.r.35.

Councillor term of office begins on the day after the day on which the poll is
held (or would have been held if elected unopposed) - refer s.2.28.

Re-elected
Council Member
Elected for the
first time in 2021
and re-elected in
2025

If the Council Member completed the Council Member Essentials (5 courses)
in the twelve months following their election in 2021, the Council Member will
NOT be required to complete the training again until, and if, they are re-
elected at the 2029 election.

Admin.r.36 provides an exemption if the Council Member has completed the
Council Member Essentials OR the Dip.LG within the period of 5-years
ending immediately before the day on which the Council Member is elected.

Re-elected
Council Member
Elected in 2017
and re-elected in
2021 and 2025

The Council Member must complete the Council Member Essentials
(5 Course) within 12-months beginning on the day on which the council
member is elected - refer s.5126(1) and Admin.r.35.

Admin.r.36 exemption will only apply if the Council Member has chosen to
complete this course OR the Dip.LG within the period of 5-years ending
immediately before the day on which the Council Member is elected.

Any Council

Member

Some LGs offer all Council Members the option to undertake the Council
Member Essentials following each election cycle.

Council Members who choose to participate in the Council Member
Essentials although not required to, should be encouraged to complete the
associated assessments as the provides them with the Admin.r.36 exemption
if required following their future re-election.

Places would be offered to each Local Government on an equal basis, with the aim of filling
all available places.

Proposed Initiative 3: Trial Funding for Additional Delegates to attend the Local
Government Convention (Up to $8,000)

This initiative would provide support for Zone delegates who would not otherwise be able
to attend the annual Local Government Convention to do so.

Should the Zone proceed with this initiative, it is suggested that some guidelines are

agreed, such as:

Trialled for an initial first year (2025 Convention) only.

Available only to support Council Members who would not otherwise attended the
Convention (accordingly, the President and Deputy President of each Local
Government would not be eligible).

A grant of $500 would be reimbursable the Local Government following provision of
receipts to the Zone Executive Officer evidencing the attendance of the additional
delegate, accompanied by a written declaration from the CEO that the Council
member would not otherwise have attended the Convention.

This would cap the budget cost at $500 x 16 LGs = $8,000.

Zone Local Governments would not be eligible to receive funds if receipts are not
lodged on or by 1 December 2025.
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Take up of these grants would be reported to the Zone and used as the basis to consider
any similar initiative in a future year.

Other Proposals

The remaining initiatives are listed below. It is proposed that this list of potential initiatives
is maintained for reference, added to when potential new future initiatives are identified,
and reviewed in the future when opportunity allows.

4. Canberra/ALGA Delegation

5. Expanded 2027 Conference (external speakers etc.)

6. Other professional development opportunities

7. Potential future shared grant-writing resource or initiative (to maximise future
grant revenue)

8. Potential future study on borrowing against Local Government owned freehold

land (e.g. to enable new housing)
9. Potential future study on maximising the reactivation/use of freight rail
10. Potential future initiatives related to primary healthcare in the regions
11. Any others suggested by the Executive, Zone, or Zone delegates.

RESOLUTION

Mover: Shire of Bruce Rock
Seconder: Shire of Wyalkatchem

That the Zone:
1. Proceeds with the following initiatives for delivery in 2025-26:
a. Proposal 1: Holds a 2zone delegation to Perth for specific zone

advocacy/engagement aims in early 2026 (approx. $12,500)
b. Proposal 2: Holds WALGA Council Member Essentials Training in the Zone (face
to face) with an indicative budget of $26,000 - Option 2.
2. Continue the existing eLearning Subscription grant for Local Governments ($2,000
per Local Government purchasing an eLearning Subscription).

CARRIED

9.2.2. DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANELS

This report is provided following the discussion at the Zone meeting on 10 April 2025.

Background

Since the establishment of DAPs in 2011, the technical staff of the relevant Local
Government draft a Responsible Authority Report (RAR) assessing the development
proposal against the relevant planning scheme, policies, and other legislation - and
providing a recommendation to the DAP. The RAR is then referred to inform the DAP’s
consideration of the proposal. While the RAR is a technical report that must be delivered
within a statutory timeframe, they were sometimes considered by the Council of a Local
Government before being lodged with the DAP.
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The change that has now occurred under the new Local Government (Development
Assessment Panels) Regulations 2025 is that the RAR is unable to be considered or
amended by Council before being lodged to the DAP. However, this does not prevent a
Council from holding general debate in relation to a proposal, so long as they do not seek
to direct the CEO or administration in relation to the RAR. This change only applies to
proposals lodged from 1 May 2025, any proposal lodged before this date may still be
considered by a Council under the historical arrangements.

While Councils will be prevented from directing staff in the preparation of RARs, the
administration can continue to brief Council on the content and progress of any DAP
applications. Local Governments can still raise views in relation to a proposal to the DAP
directly, such as requesting a verbal deputation to the DAP during their deliberations.

Developments in the Great Eastern Country Zone

Following the Zone Meeting on 10 April 2025, WALGA has collated historical information
about developments within the Zone that have been decided by the relevant Development
Assessment Panel (DAP). A register of past applications was included as an attachment to
the agenda (Attachment 2).

Next Steps

WALGA has now initiated a review of its advocacy position on DAPs, and is seeking Local
Government comment on a revised draft position to include all State Government
development assessments and approvals, including the significant development pathway.

Information on the review is available here: https://walga.asn.au/media-and-
resources/latest-news/dap-and-significant-development-pathway-review-and-
advocacy#:~:text=WALGA%20is%20seeking%20Local%20Government,including%?20the
%?20significant%20development%20pathway.

A State Council paper is provided at item 13.2.

Further information on DAP applications is available at: https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-
advocacy/our-policy-areas/planning-and-building/development-assessment-panel-
monitoring-project

Further information is available at: https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/our-policy-
areas/planning-and-building/development-assessment-panel-monitoring-project

Noted
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9.2.3. GREAT EASTERN COUNTRY ZONE CONFERENCE 2025

A survey of attendees has been completed, and a draft report compiling the results was
included as an attachment to the Agenda.

The survey feedback was very positive. While the response rate was modest, the positive
nature of findings and the general alignment with other feedback tends to support the

validity of the findings.

The report contains suggestions intended to be used for reference when planning the 2027
conference.

The Executive Committee also proposed that for future events, survey should be conducted
at the event to maximise responses.

Noted

9.3. MINUTES OF THE GREAT EASTERN COUNTRY ZONE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 4 JUNE 2025

The Minutes of the Great Eastern Country Zone Executive Committee meeting held on 4
June 2025 are provided as an attachment (Attachment 4).

RESOLUTION
Mover: Shire of Cunderdin
Seconder: Shire of Nungarin

That the Minutes of the Great Eastern Country Zone Executive Committee meeting held on
4 June 2025 be received.

CARRIED

9.4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE GREAT EASTERN COUNTRY EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 4 JUNE 2025

9.4.1. GUEST SPEAKER PROTOCOLS

At its meeting on 4 June 2025, the Zone Executive Committee endorsed minor changed to
the speaker protocols for Zone meetings, as follows:

e The main/keynote speaker (such as Ministerial addresses, contentious issues
briefings, or an address on a key topics of interest) are generally 30 minutes with 15
minutes for questions

e For Members of Parliament

o A brief (approx. 5-10 minute) address is appreciated, with similar time (5-10
minutes) for questions from delegates wherever possible.

o Guest deputations continue to have a time limit of 20 minutes.
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e For Agency reports:

o The Zone appreciates and prefers written updates (circulated with the
agenda) wherever possible, noting that delegates who have provided an
apology may review and refer questions to other delegates

o Agency representatives are invited to make brief (5 minute) remarks if the
speaker wishes to prove context or a further update on a specific matter.

o The Zone appreciates and prefers time is left for questions and discussion,
typically around 10 minutes depending on the number of questions from
delegates.

o Briefings on a significant policy proposal or contentious topic are to be dealt
with as being a Guest Speaker (e.g. 20minute presentation with 15 minutes
for questions).

Noted

9.4.2. ZONE MEETING LOCATIONS AND PAYMENT OF COSTS

Atits meeting of 4 June 2025, the Zone Executive Committee considered this item, referring
it for consideration of the Zone. Recognizing the distances between towns, the Zone has
an ordinary meeting schedule alternating between Merredin and Kellerberrin.

The current arrangement provides for convenient access for most Zone members, and the
virtual host system appears to working well. However, there may be some minor drawbacks
with not occasionally visiting Zone members.

As a desktop exercise, WALGA has collated the estimated total travel time for Zone
delegates for the main townsites of each Zone Local Government, in the figure overleaf. This
figure is based on adding the driving time (in minutes) for each Local Government to each
destination in the Zone, and Perth, as an estimate of the total time delegates spend
travelling (one way) to the meeting.
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Bruce Rock 68 114 37 53 119 31 175 75 24 55 51 76 64 88

Cunderdin 68 43 34 102 66 68 166 97 92 77 19 64 100 39

Dowerin 114 43 74 149 49 95 150 83 137 70 60 49 128 24

Kellerberrin 37 34 74 86 80 36 141 70 61 48 16 38 70 54

Kondinin 53 102 149 86 84 79 224 125 36 105 106 126 109 141

Koorda 119 66 49 80 84 84 104 49 132 60 65 45 101 28

Merredin 31 68 95 36 79 &4 144 45 45 25 50 46 34 73

Mount Marshall 75 166 150 141 224 104 144 101 188 122 156 104 154 131

Mukinbudin 24 97 83 70 125 49 45 101 98 26 81 34 52 60

Narembeen 24 92 137 61 36 132 45 188 98 70 74 91 73 116

Nungarin 55 77 70 48 105 60 25 122 26 70 65 21 51 49

Tammin 51 19 60 16 106 65 50 156 81 74 65 51 85 40

Trayning 76 64 49 38 126 45 46 104 34 91 21 51 70 28

Westonia 64 100 128 70 109 101 34 154 52 73 51 85 70 106
Wyalkatchem 88 39 24 54 141 28 73 131 60 116 49 40 28 106

Yilgarn (Southern Cross) 103 166 162 134 174 128 92 180 78 139 98 149 113 69 141

Perth 167 118 118 144 188 166 178 259 208 194 193 134 172 216 146

Totals for Zone Members
Totals plus Perth

Yilgarn (Southern Cross)

103
166
162
134
174
128

92
180

78
139

98
149
113

69
141

282

Perth

167
118
118
144
188
166
178
259
208
194
193
134
172
216
146
282

98271201 1387" 97971699 1194 947 22401074 1376 9421068 956 1266 1118 1926 2883

While the Merredin and Kellerberrin townsites have comparatively low total travel times for
delegates, the Bruce Rock, Nungarin, Trayning, and Wyalkatchem townsites also have
similar travel time implications.

Other Country Zones, such as the Kimberley and Pilbara Zones, regularly or occasionally
hold Zone meetings in Perth, often with a hybrid in-person and online attendance model.

An occasional Perth meeting (with the option for attendees remaining at their home Local
Government to attend virtually) could also help to facilitate participation of additional
guests or speakers.

If reviewing the opportunity to occasionally hold meetings in other Zone locations is of
interest, a potential 2-4 year long rotating meeting location cycle could be developed for
the consideration of a future meeting.

Meeting Costs

The function room at the Merredin Regional Community and Leisure Centre is now
managed by the Civic Bowling Club Merredin Inc, which charges $275 (inc. GST) for half-
day function room hire. In the interests of fairness, it is proposed that alterative venues that
hold a Zone meeting may receive a similar venue fee if requested.
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RESOLUTION

Mover: Shire of Westonia
Seconder: Shire of Bruce Rock
That the Zone:

1. Resolve to:
a. hold occasional meetings in other locations in the Zone,
b. hold occasional meetings in Perth (typically biennially, to coincide with
delegation activity whenever possible), and
c. develop a draft multi-year rotation cycle, maintaining that the majority of
meetings are held in central towns within the Zone, for the consideration of
the November Zone meeting and to set dates for 2026 Zone meetings.
2. Notes the cost of holding meetings at Merredin, and agrees to make a budget
allocation of $300 per Zone meeting for venue hire if requested by the operator of
the venue at which a Zone meeting is held.

CARRIED
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9.4.3. ZONE BUDGET 2025-2026

The following draft budget for 2025/2026 is submitted for consideration. This budget
assumes all three proposed initiatives suggested above are progressed.

BUDGET FORECAST BUDGET Comments
2024-25 2024-25 2025-26

Income $ $ $

General Subscriptions 24,000 24,000 24,000 Remain at 81500

(16@$1,500)

Interest income 9,000 9,708 6,000 Adjusted assuming reduction of
350,000 in term deposit for Zone
Initiatives during 25/26. 4% interest
assumed.

Total Income 33,000 33,708 30,000

Expenses

Zone Expenses - Audit fees 1,100

Zone Expenses - Ordinary 5,874 3,502 5,250 87500 for venue costs and 83,750 for

Meetings catering costs

Zone initiative - Delegation = = 12500 Refer to agenda paper - proposal only

to Perth

Zone initiative - Face to face = = 24,000 Refer to agenda paper - proposal only

training in the Zone

Zone initiative - LGC Rebate = = 8000 Refer to agenda paper - proposal only

Elearning Subscription 32,000 Training year. $2,000 per LG for

Grant elearning subscription.

Zone Representative - 1,982 2,042 2,102 Correction of previous errorin

Honoraria calculations reflected in forecast. 3%
increase in costs in line with CPI.

Zone Representative - 1,030 - - Remove line item.

Meeting Fees

Conference costs 25,000 14,142 - Not required in 25/26

Zone Representative - 515 - 550 Retain at $550.

Travel Costs

WALGA Travel to Zone 1,000 Accommodation for WALGA staff for
Zone meetings/events if required.

Total Expenses 34,401 19,686 86,502

Profit / Loss ($1,401) 14,022 ($56,502) Noting assumed 376,500 expenditure

included on special initiatives and
Elearning subscriptions grant which is
unlikely to be fully expended.

Cash Reserves

Opening Balance 217,080 217,080 231,102
Movement (%1,401) 14,022 ($56,502)
Closing Balance 215,679 231,102 174,600
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Term Deposit

If the proposed initiatives are progressed with, it is proposed that the majority of the funds
in the term deposit ($150,000) are re-invested for a further year, with a provision allocation
of $50,000 moved into shorter term (3 month) rolling term deposits to allow funds to be
used for any approved Zone initiatives during the financial year.

RESOLUTION

Mover: Shire of Bruce Rock
Seconder: Shire of Merredin

The Zone:

1. Endorse the draft Budgeted Statement of Income and Expenditure for the year
ending 30 June 2026, subject to any revisions necessary to reflect the Zone's
decisions on any proposed Zone initiatives. (shown below).

2. Regarding the term deposit,

a. rollover $150,000 of the term deposit for 12 months, and

b. rollover $50,000 of the term deposit for 3 months, rolling over until funds are
required.
3. Continue with external auditors to conduct a yearly audit of the Zone’s account.

BUDGET FORECAST BUDGET Comments
2024-25 2024-25 2025-26

Income $ $ $

General Subscriptions 24,000 24,000 24,000 Remain at 81500

(16@$1,500)

Interest income 9,000 9,708 6,000 Reduction of 850,000 in term deposit
for Zone Initiatives during 25/26.
4% interest assumed.

Total Income 33,000 33,708 30,000

Expenses

Zone Expenses - Audit fees 1,100

Zone Expenses - Ordinary 5,874 3,602 5,250 87500 for venue costs and $3,750 for

Meetings catering costs

Zone initiative - Delegation - - 12,500

to Perth

Zone initiative - Face to face - - 26,000

training in the Zone

Elearning Subscription 32,000 Training year. 32,000 per LG for

Grant elearning subscription.

Zone Representative - 1,982 2,042 2102 Correction of previous error in

Honoraria calculations reflected in forecast. 3%
increase in costs in line with CPI.

Zone Representative - 1,030 - - Remove line item.

Meeting Fees

Conference costs 25,000 14142 - Not required in 25/26
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Zone Representative - Travel
Costs
WALGA Travel to Zone

Total Expenses

Profit / Loss

Cash Reserves
Opening Balance
Movement
Closing Balance

9.4.4. AUGUST MEETING DATE

515

34,401

($1,401)

217,080

($1,401)
215,679

- 550

1,000

19,686 80,502
14,022  ($50,502)
217,080 231102
14,022  ($50,502)
231102 180,600

Retain at 8550.

Accommodation for WALGA staff for
Zone meetings/events if required.

Assumed $70,500 expenditure
included on special initiatives and
Elearning subscriptions grant.

The 2025 LGIS Inter-municipal Golf Tournament has been scheduled to be held in
Kellerberrin on 13-15 August.

This may impact the availability of Members for the August Zone meeting. However, the
extentis unknown. Rescheduling the meeting may also have a similar impact on attendance.

The following options could be considered:

1. Retain the meeting on Thursday, 14 August as scheduled, noting Deputy Delegates
might need to attend. This meeting date was setin November 2024 and in recognition
that rescheduling meetings impacts multiple delegates, retaining the meeting date
may be preferred.

2. Reschedule the meeting. One proposed date is the following Monday, 18 August,
potentially held a little later in the day to accommodate travel.

A Presentation to the Zone on Living Well in the Wheatbelt is provisionally scheduled as the

Keynote item for the August meeting.

RESOLUTION

Mover:
Seconder:

Shire of Yilgarn
Shire of Bruce Rock

That the Zone resolves to hold the August meeting at 10:00am on Monday, 18 August.

Great Eastern Country Zone Meeting Minutes | 13 June 2025

CARRIED

23



10. ZONE BUSINESS

10.1. UPDATE ON ATU PILOT PROGRAM

WALGA has continued to engage with DPIRD, the Wheatbelt Development Commission,
DFES, and Telstra on the pilot.

WALGA met with State Agencies on 5 May to discuss the generator acquisition and
deployment strategy. Telstra has supplied specifications for several potential development
sites. As a result, the current thinking is that it would be most effective to procure 15 kVa
single-phase and 25 kVa three-phase generators supplied on trailers, so that they can be
deployed to any site as required. It is also considered that centrally storing generators at
regional hubs (such as Merredin, Northam, Narrogin, etc.) will assist in minimising
deployment time following an outage event.

WALGA has been assisting DPIRD engage with potential generator suppliers to inform a
procurement process. WALGA has sought initial advice from prospective suppliers on
generator specifications and availability.

Issues around maintenance, availability, and certification of qualified persons to connect
generators are being carefully considered. A further meeting to discuss progress was held

on 16 May 2025.

It is understood that Telstra’s preference is to enable State agencies to settle a storage and
deployment principles to then confirm parties to Community Support Agent Agreements.

Further discussions with WDC and DPIRD were held on 6 June 2025.

Noted.

10.2. LIVING WELL IN THE WHEATBELT STRATEGY

Further to the update provided in April 2025.

The following attachments were provided with the Agenda.

a. Living Well in the Wheatbelt Strategy
One-page summary of the Strategy priorities

c. Table: Actions from the Strategy that Local Governments can incorporate and action
in their local Public Health Plans

d. Information Sheet for Shires

. How can WACHS help at each stage of planning
f. Wheatbelt Public Health & Local Government Planning Collaborative

The Wheatbelt District Leadership Group (DLG) endorsed the Living Well in the Wheatbelt
Strategy in April and this is now available to share with stakeholders. A copy of the Strategy,
a one page summary of the priorities, and a one-page summary of the actions in the
Strategy that are relevant to Local Governments for their public planning, aligned with the
4 pillars of the WA State Public Health are provided as an attachment.
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Implementation is occurring via the Wheatbelt Human Services Managers Forum and its
Working Groups. The Wheatbelt DLG hopes the Strategy will usefully guide and inform
Local Government in their current Local Public Health (Health & Wellbeing) Plans (LPHPs)
under the Public Health Act as a number of actions align with the State Government's PHP
priorities and fit well with LPHPs and current activities (e.g. aged friendly communities,
maintaining safe green public spaces for walking, playgrounds and social connectedness
activities, supporting child care and playgroup activities or seniors activities).

The WACHS-Wheatbelt Health Promotion Network has provided an overview of the support
that the WACHS Health Promotion Network can provide to Local Governments public health
planning. The team can be contacted to guide and support Wheatbelt Local Governments
in their LPHP planning (contact Chantelle.Jeffery@healthwa.gov.au Wheatbelt Health
Promotion Coordinator).

An offer to provide a presentation to a future Zone meeting will be extended.

Noted.

10.3. INVITATIONS TO MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO ATTEND ZONE MEETINGS

By Kathy Robertson, Manager Association and Corporate Governance
BACKGROUND

The recent State election has brought with it two significant changes which may impact
how Zones invite members of Parliament to attend Zone meetings:

1. The electoral regions for the Legislative Council were abolished under the
Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Act 2027
and replaced with a single “whole of state” electorate. As a result, the members of
the Legislative Council are drawn from across the whole of the State and no longer
represent a particular region or area.

2. Premier Roger Cook has appointed nine cabinet members with region-specific
portfolios. These Regional Ministers cover the areas of the Kimberley, Pilbara,
South West, Mid West, Goldfields-Esperance, Gascoyne, Peel, Great Southern and
Wheatbelt.

A full list of MLCs can be found here: Leqgislative Council of Western Australia, Forty Second
Parliament, List Of Members

A full list of WA Ministers, including Regional Ministers can be found here: Western
Australian Government Cabinet Ministers

COMMENT

Zones can choose to invite members of Parliament (State or Federal) to meetings at their
discretion. Some Zones have standing invitations for all MPs relevant to that region
(including MLAs, MLCs and Federal members) whilst others choose to invite MPs on a
meeting-by-meeting basis to speak on a particular topic or issue.

Those Zones that have a standing invite for MPs generally allow time on the Agenda for
each politician in attendance to address the meeting (as a standing item).
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It is understood that the Great Eastern Country Zone has generally had a practice of
inviting:
e Ministers as relevant or topical to items of interest to the Zone;
e The Federal Member for Durack and O'Connor in the House of Representatives
(MP);
e The Member for Central Wheatbelt and Roe in the Legislative Assembly (MLA); and
e Members of the Legislative Council representing the Agricultural Region (MLCs),
with representatives such as the Hon Martin Aldridge and Hon Steve Martin
attending on several previous occasions.

This year, engagement with the Minister for Local Government and Minister for Wheatbelt
has been of key focus.

It is suggested that:

e The Zone continues to approach Ministers on a priority basis (particularly the
Minister for Local Government, Minister for the Wheatbelt, Minister for Regional
Development, and potentially the Ministers for Energy, Health, Water, etc.
depending on areas of ongoing focus);

o The Member for Durack and O’Connor and Member for Central Wheatbelt and Roe
continue to be standing invitees;

e The Zone continues to invite Hon Steve Martin MLC as a standing invitee; and

e The Zone writes to all major parties (Liberal, National, and Labor) to ask whether
they wish to nominate a representative MLC as a standing invite for the Zone.

The Zone agreed to the proposed approach outlined above. It was also agreed that
Mrs Kirrilee Warr MLA, Shadow Minister for Local Government, be invited to provide an

address to a future Zone meeting.

The Executive Officer will action.

10.4. JACQUI DODD SCHOLARSHIP

By WALGA Training Team

The LGA50220 Diploma of Local Government — Elected Member Scholarship, named in
honour of the late Jacqui Dodd, former long-serving WALGA Training Services Manager, has
been awarded since 2021. This program is the highest qualification an Elected Member can
achieve through WALGA Training and enables participants to increase their skills and
knowledge in order to confidently provide leadership to their community.

The scholarship covers 50% of training and assessment fees and provides additional travel
expense compensation for regional applicants upon completion of the program. WALGA

Training awards this scholarship to two Metropolitan and two Regional Elected Members.

To qualify, applicants must be current Elected Members, have completed all Council
Member Essentials training, and must not have previously received the scholarship.
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This year’s nominations will open on Tuesday, 1 July and close on Friday, 15 August 2025 at
12 noon. The scholarship winners will be announced at the Local Government Convention in
September.

For more information and details on how to apply please visit the WALGA Training website,
contact the team via email training@walga.asn.au, or call us on (08) 9213 2088.

Noted

1. ZONE REPORTS

1.1. CHAIR REPORT

President Cr Tony Sachse

Welcome to our meeting for June 2025. The meeting date needed change due to a conflict
with the WALGA Energy Forum with the Minister in Perth. The start time has also been
amended to 10am given the short daylight hours currently and travel distances. Thank you
for your understanding.

The Zone Executive met on Tuesday 4 June 2025. The minutes of the meeting are attached.
Thank you to all the Agency representatives for sending in their respective reports and for
your attendance today. There will be sufficient time to give an overview and take questions

during the meeting.

The Shire of Westonia is providing the 10-minute presentation today. There is a reasonably
full Agenda on a range of items.

Thanks to the Shire of Kellerberrin for hosting us today.

RESOLUTION
Mover: Shire of Yilgarn
Seconder: Shire of Narembeen

That the Zone Chair’s report be received.

CARRIED
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11.2. WHEATBELT DISTRICT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (DEMC)
President Cr Tony Sachse

The last meeting of the Wheatbelt DEMC was on 12 March 2024. The next meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, 18 June 2025.

Exercise ‘Sizzle Sync’ is to provide Wheatbelt DEMC members with the ability to build
capacity in DEMC members to provide coordinated response and communication during
wide-spread heatwave conditions across the district. This desktop exercise will follow the
meeting on 18June 2025.

Please note that there have been some very informative webinars run by the DEMC over
recent months. The Storm and Flood Preparedness Webinar is to be held on Thursday 12,
June at 12.30 pm.

The Wheatbelt Operational Area Support Group (OASG)/ISG is now meeting on an as
needed basis.

RESOLUTION
Mover: Shire of Tammin
Seconder: Shire of Yilgarn

That the Wheatbelt District Emergency Management Committee Report be received.
CARRIED

Note: Some delegates noted that in-person representation by DFES at LEMC meetings and
activities has been limited. However, other delegates reported that DFES has been
attending meetings in person. President Cr Sasche will raise the matter at the next DEMC
meeting.

1.3. WALGA ROADWISE

Tracey Peacock, Regional Road Safety Advisor was an apology for the meeting. The
RoadWise Report was tabled at the meeting (Attachment 5).

Noted
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12. WALGA STATE COUNCIL EXECUTIVE REPORTS

12.1. WALGA PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

The WALGA President’s Report was provided with the Agenda.

RESOLUTION
Mover: Shire of Bruce Rock
Seconder: Shire of Yilgarn

That the WALGA President’s Report be received.

CARRIED

12.2. STATE COUNCILLOR REPORT

Cr Stephen Strange
RESOLUTION

Mover: Shire of Westonia
Seconder: Shire of Yilgarn

That the State Councillor Report be received.
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12.3.

STATUS REPORT

13 February 2025 | That the Great Eastern Country Zone | The Infrastructure Policy Team June | lan Duncan
Zone Agenda | requests WALGA organise a roundtable with | supported this proposal. 2025 Executive Manager
ltem WALGA, Telstra, Department of Fire and Infrastructure
141 WA Telstra | Emergency Services and Department of | WALGA met with senior iduncan@walga.asn.au
Automatic Primary Industries and Regional | representatives from InfraCo (a 9213 2031
Transfer Unit | Development to discuss the drafting of | subsidiary that holds Telstra’s
Pilot Deployment | Community Support Agents Agreement for | exchanges, poles, ducts, pits and
Program the implementation of the WA Telstra | pipes, and fibre network) and Telstra.
Automatic Transfer Unit Pilot Deployment
Program. Discussions with DPIRD and Telstra
have commenced. It now seems likely
that the service agreements will not
be with Local Governments.
5 March 2025 | The Zone supported the recommendation. | This item has been referred to the June | Nicole Matthews
State Council | However, the Zone also requests that WALGA | Environment Policy  Team for 2025 Executive Manager
Agenda Item remains open minded to further | consideration. See the Environment Policy
81 Climate | conversations on climate change. Policy Team Report in the July State nmatthews@walga.asn.
Change Council Agenda for more information. au
Advocacy 9213 2039
Position
1 April 2024 | That the Great Eastern Country Zone | State Council endorsed the June Nicole Matthews
Zone Agenda | recommend that WALGA Renewable Energy Facilities 2025 Executive Manager
Iltem 1. In considering Agricultural Land Use, Advocacy Position at its meeting of 4 Policy
9.1.2 Agricultural establishes and promotes policy September, 2024. This position calls nmatthews@walga.asn.
Land Use templates to guide Local Governments for the State Government to develop au
for their individual adoption to protect a renewable energy facility state 9213 2039
and prioritise the preservation of planning policy that would provide
agricultural land against its displacement
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by non-agricultural activities that lead to
a net reduction of the State’s productive
agricultural land.

. Within the Policy includes such uses but
not limited to tree planting for offsets or
carbon, renewable energy generation
and transmission.

. Investigates potential impacts to local
government rates on rural land, that has
approved long term tree planting for
different purposes, for example but not
limited to planting for carbon offsets,
planting for clearing offsets, or planting
for renewable fuels; and renewable
energy investments.

. Provides advice to local government on
what Policies or Special Area Rates
should be considered for the land
affected.

greater guidance to applicants and
decision makers.

WALGA is continuing its energy
transition advocacy and has written
to the Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson
BA MLA seeking further discussion
on this issue.

WALGA has appointed consultants to
carry out work on the rating of
Renewable Energy Projects.

This work will include the following:

* Legislative Framework Review -
to determine the current
legislative provisions available to
WA Local Governments and
provide recommendations for
any legislative changes in
relation to the rating of
renewable energy facilities.

* National and Local Review - to
research how other Australian
jurisdictions are managing the
rating of renewable energy
facilities and consult with a
selection of Western Australian
Local Governments.

* Way Forward - provide a
summary of options and
recommendations of the rating
of renewable energy facilities by

Tony Brown

Executive Director,
Member Services
9213 2051

tbrown@®walga.asn.au
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Local Governments going
forward.

This work should be completed in
mid-July 2025.

Noted
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13. WALGA STATE COUNCIL AGENDA

Zone Delegates are invited to read and consider the WALGA State Council Agenda, which
has been provided as an attachment with this Agenda (Attachment 7) and can be found via
the link here.

The Zone can provide comment or submit an alternative recommendation on any of the
items, including the items for noting. The Zone comment will then be presented to the State
Council for consideration at their meeting.

The State Council Agenda items requiring a decision of State Council are extracted for Zone
consideration below.

13.1. SUSPENSION AND DISQUALIFICATION FOR OFFENCES ADVOCACY
POSITION (STATE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 81)

By Jason Russell, Senior Governance Specialist

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

° The South East Metropolitan Zone (SEMZ) passed a motion requesting that WALGA
advocate for additional powers for the Minister to suspend Council Members
charged with criminal offences likely to damage the reputation of the Local
Government, and disqualify if convicted.

° Suspension, dismissal and disqualification must balance the public interest in
elected representatives of good character, with protections for the individual and
respect for democratic processes.

. While the Local Government Act 71995 (the Act) includes a range of suspension,
dismissal and disqualification mechanisms, their operation also depends on how the
relevant decision-makers choose to use their powers.

° This report recommends that the dismissal mechanisms under the Act are sufficient
to address the Zone’s concern, but that WALGA's advocacy position be amended to
include an additional suspension power for the Minister of Local Government.

. The Governance Policy Team endorsed the advocacy position at its meeting on
19 May.

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS
Influence:
e |ead advocacy onissues important to Local Government.
Support:
e Provide practical sector-wide solutions based on research and evidence.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
The current Advocacy Position 2.5.5 Disqualification Due to Conviction position provides as
follows:

Position Statement: A new disqualification criterion should be added to the Loca/
Government Act 71995 that disqualifies a person from serving as an
Elected Member if they have been convicted of an offence against
the Planning and Development Act, or the Building Act in the
preceding five years.

Great Eastern Country Zone Meeting Minutes | 13 June 2025 33


https://walga.asn.au/who-we-are/corporate-governance/state-council#AgendasAndMinutes

Background: A planning or building system conviction is potentially more
serious than a Local/ Government Act conviction because of Local
Government’s prominent role in planning and building control and
the significant personal benefits which can be illegally gained
through these systems.

This report recommends that this position is renamed and amended to include an
additional point 2, as follows:

Suspension and Disqualification for Offences

The WA Local Government sector advocates that:

/A A new disqualification criterion should be added to the Local Government Act
1995 that disqualifies a person from serving as an Elected Member if they have
been convicted of an offence against the Planning and Development Act, or the
Building Act in the preceding five years.

2. A new suspension criterion should be added to the Local Government Act 1995
allowing the Minister of Local Government to suspend a Council Member
charged with an offence, where the Minister is satisfied this would be in the best
interests of the Local Government, based on advice of the Director General.

BACKGROUND
At its November 2024 meeting, the SEMZ asked WALGA to advocate:

That the Local Government Act 71995 be amended to give the Minister for Local Government
the power to:

/A Disqualify a person from membership of a council if the person has been
convicted of a criminal offence that, in the opinion of the Minister for Local
Government, under the advice of the State Solicitor’s Office, has the potential
to damage the reputation of the local government or the local government
sector more broadly.

2. Suspend the council member who is charged with a criminal offence that has
the potential to damage the reputation of the local government or the local
government sector more broadly, until the charges are dealt with; and

3. Require a person to be paid fees and allowances until they are disqualified.

COMMENT

The Local Government Act 7995 (the Act) automatically disqualifies someone from
membership of a Council if convicted of certain types of offences. The Act also includes
mechanisms for suspending and dismissing Council Members. Each mechanism differs in
terms of the parties, processes, powers, and preconditions involved.

While suspended, a Council Member cannot perform any of the powers and duties of their
role. Suspension does not affect the duration of a Council Member’s term or their eligibility
to be a candidate for election to Council. If a Council Member is dismissed, the office of the
member becomes vacant from the time when the order dismissing the member takes effect.
A Council Member that is dismissed is not prevented from standing in future elections. In
contrast, persons disqualified are ineligible to hold or be elected to office as a Council
Member.
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It is necessary for these mechanisms to balance the public interest in ensuring that elected
representatives are of good character, with protections for due process, the presumption
of innocence and resumption of rights following completion of a sentence. There must also
be an appropriate level of respect for the democratic process and the rights of communities
to choose their representatives.

Whether the suspension, dismissal and disqualification framework is fit-for-purpose
depends on the legislative framework (e.g. legislative settings for disqualification, powers
and constraints on powers to suspend and dismiss) and its implementation (e.g. how
decision-makers exercise their discretion to intervene).

Existing Disqualification Provisions
A person may be disqualified from membership of a Council based on the following
provisions of the Act:

Provision | A person is disqualified —

2.20 If they are a member of a parliament

2.21 If they are a bankrupt or their affairs are under insolvency laws

2.22 Because of conviction

2.23 If they are a member of another Council

2.24 Because of misapplication of local government funds or property

517 If SAT orders disqualification (for not more than 5 years) for serious or
recurrent breach, or failure to comply with order

Section 2.22 of the Act provides that a person is disqualified if:

° they have been convicted of a crime and are in prison serving a sentence for that
crime,

° have been convicted of a serious local government offence in the previous 5 years, or

° have been convicted of an offence carrying an indictable penalty of imprisonment for

more than 5 years.

Clearly, the threshold for disqualification is high, excluding all lower-level offences and even
indictable offences with a penalty of 5 years or less. As an example, high-level indecent
assault will be dealt with as an indictable offense, with the offender liable for up to 5 years
imprisonment. Serious local government offences are offences against the Act for which a
person may be sentenced to imprisonment or a fine of over $10,000. A court sentencing a
person for a serious local government offence may make an order waiving the
disqualification, or reducing the period for which it applies.

There is currently no ability for the Minister to disqualify a person from Council
membership. SAT has discretion to order disqualification in some circumstances, while a
court has the authority to order that disqualification not apply. In the context of these
judicial or quasi-judicial processes, there are strong protections for the rights of the
affected person. This reflects the seriousness of this penalty. While the SEMZ motion calls
for disqualification, dismissal may be a more appropriate penalty if the exercise of
Ministerial discretion is required.

Current Dismissal Provisions

Under sections 815K and 815L of the Act, the Minister may recommend that the Governor

dismiss a Council Member, if the Minister is satisfied that it is appropriate to intervene. The

Minister must be satisfied based on the Director General's written advice that:

. the member is impeding the Local Government's ability to perform its functions and
duties under the Act, and/or

Great Eastern Country Zone Meeting Minutes | 13 June 2025 35



° itis in the best interest of the Local Government that the member be dismissed.

The Minister must also be satisfied that the seriousness of the situation for the Local
Government requires intervention.

The Minister must give the member:

. a report that includes their proposed recommendation and grounds for the
recommendation;
° a show cause notice;

. 21 days to respond.

The Minister must consider the member’s response prior to making a recommendation to
the Governor that that the member be dismissed.

Best interest is not defined and allows for a broad range of factors to form the grounds for
dismissal. This could include where a Council Member has been charged with or convicted
of an offence, and the charges or conviction are adversely affecting the Local Government.

It appears that the existing framework for dismissal has the capacity to respond to
circumstances referenced in the SEMZ's motion and rationale. WALGA considers it is
reasonable to expect that the Local Government Inspector may have greater capacity to
provide targeted and timely investigation and advice to support this mechanism.

Current Suspension Provisions
Section 815E of the Act enables the Minister to suspend a Council Member or order them
to undertake remedial action.

The Minister can only act where they are satisfied that it is appropriate to intervene, based
on one or more of the following:

. The member has been charged with a disqualification offence.

. The Director General has made an allegation to SAT against the member, of a serious
or recurrent breach.

. The Director General has written to the Minister advising that they suspect on
reasonable grounds that one or more of the following applies:
o The member has failed to perform their role, functions or duties;
o The member’s conduct has adversely affected the ability of another person to

perform their role, functions or duties;

o The member’s conduct has adversely affected the ability of the Local

Government to comply with the principles that apply under section 5.40 of the
Act (principles affecting employment by Local Government, including the
responsibility to provide safe and healthy working conditions in accordance
with WHS legislation).

The Minister must give:

° The member a written notice of the proposed order that provides the allegations and
particulars supporting the proposed order is based on.

. The member a show cause notice, allowing 21 days for the member’s response

. Any submissions made by the member consideration prior to making the order.
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While suspended, a Council Member is not entitled to be paid any fee or allowance to which
they would otherwise be entitled. A Council Member is liable to repay annual allowances
and fees paid in advance, as if the member had, for the period of their suspension, ceased
to hold the office.

Options for reform of suspension

The current system shares some common elements with the Zone’s proposal, however,
some changes could be made to bring them into closer alignment. Under the current
framework, the Director General and Minister would need to be satisfied that any
reputational damage resulting from charges was impeding the workings of the Local
Government before they could move to suspend a Council Member.

Charges resulting in reputational damage could be included in the legislation as an explicit
ground for which the Director General can recommend suspension to the Minister. However,
reputational damage may be somewhat narrow or subjective.

A ‘best interests’ test, consistent with that provided in the dismissal mechanism (discussed
above), could allow the consideration of a broad range of factors, including reputational
damage. A mechanism could be introduced allowing the Minister to suspend a Council
Member who is charged with an offence that, despite not being a disqualification offence,
satisfies the Minister that it is in the best interests of the Local Government to suspend the
member. Consistent with the other grounds for suspension, this could be on the advice of
the Director General, as the State Solicitor's Office will be primarily concerned with avoiding
prejudice to any matter currently before the courts.

Local Government Reform Amendments

The Local Government (Amendment) Act 2024 will transfer the powers of the Director
General under these provisions to the soon-to-be-established Local Government Inspector.
The Inspector/Inspectorate model has been introduced to provide improved oversight and
early interventions capability into the Local Government sector.

The Inspector will be able initiate inquiries into the affairs of a local government and
recommend suspension and dismissal of Council Members. It is expected that this newly
created office may have greater independence, timeliness, focus and flexibility in
addressing conduct issues.

The Governance Policy Team considered and endorsed the proposed advocacy position at
its meeting on 19 May.
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WALGA RECOMMENDATION

1. That WALGA amend and rename advocacy position 2.5.5 Disqualification Due to
Conviction to read as follows:

Suspension and Disqualification for Offences

The WA Local Government sector advocates that:

/A A new disqualification criterion should be added to the Local Government Act
71995 that disqualifies a person from serving as an Elected Member if they
have been convicted of an offence against the Planning and Development
Act, or the Building Act in the preceding five years.

2. A new suspension criterion should be added to the Local Government Act
71995 allowing the Minister of Local Government to suspend a Council
Member charged with an offence, where the Minister is satisfied this would
be in the best interests of the Local Government, based on advice of the
Director General.

2. That WALGA incorporate advocacy on this issue into its ongoing legislative reform
engagement.

RESOLUTION

Mover: Shire of Bruce Rock
Seconder: Shire of Merredin

That the Zone support the WALGA recommendation for State Council Agenda item 8.1 as
contained in the State Council Agenda and as provided above.

CARRIED
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13.2. STATE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS AND DECISION MAKING ADVOCACY
POSITION (STATE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 8.2)

By Coralie Claudio, Senior Policy Advisor Planning

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

e Itis proposed that Advocacy Position 6.4 Development Assessment Panels be replaced
with a new, expanded position that includes all forms of State Government
development assessment and decision making.

e The updated position incorporates principles for state decision making, a refined list of
recommended reforms to the Development Assessment Panels (DAPs) system and
recommends that the significant development pathway be abolished but includes a list
of recommended reforms if the pathway is retained.

e The draft position was informed by WALGA's review of the operation of the DAPs and
the state significant development pathways, input from Local Government officers, and
previous WALGA submissions.

e The draft position and accompanying review reports were provided to Local
Governments for Council endorsed or CEO approved preferred feedback by 23 May.

e The Environment Policy team endorsed the position at their meeting on 29 May.

ATTACHMENT
° Rationale for draft advocacy position

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
It is proposed State Council replace the current Advocacy Position 6.4 Development
Assessment Panels:

The Association does not support Development Assessment Panels (DAPs), in their current
structure.

Necessary changes to the structure of the DAPs system include:

1. The abolishment of the current ‘'mandatory’ mechanism where a proposal has a value
of 810 million or greater and its replacement with an ‘opt in’ mechanism for all
proposals.

2. Raising the DAP threshold from the current 32 million to $5 million,

3. The composition of DAPs should be modified to provide equal representation of
Specialist Members and Local Government Members.

4. The creation of a distinct Special Matters DAP (SMDAP) is not supported, given there
are already multiple avenues for determination on the basis of zoning and monetary
value of applications. Should the State Government progress with the implementation
of a SMDAR the following changes are proposed to the model released in March 2022:

e allow proponents with proposals that meet the threshold or criteria being able to
opt-out of the SMDAP pathway and allow assessment and determination by Local
Government

e mandate consultation with the relevant Local Governments prior to the issuing of
a Ministerial Order in relation to SMDAP Precinct Criteria, and ensure SMDAP
Precincts be identified through regulations, rather than by the Minister,

e /nclude greater professional planning expertise, and knowledge of local context
through the Local Government members of the District DAR by including majority
professional town planner panel members, with two Local Government

o  representatives
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o expand the role of Local Governments in SMDAP processes and appropriate
renumeration for involvement of Local Governments be included to support the
SMDAP decision-making process.

5. In principle, the further reduction in the number of panels from five to three is

supported, to the extent that this reduces the administrative burden on /local
governments and enhances consistency of decision making.

In principle, the permanent appointment of panel members where this results in
consistent decision-making is supported as this reduces the potential for conflicts of
interest and ensures sound knowledge of DAP processes and procedures.

WALGA supports greater transparency around DAP processes and decisions, as
community distrust of DAP decision-making is a key area of concern for many local
governments.

with a new advocacy position 6.4 State Development Applications and Decision Making
Advocacy Position:

WALGA calls on the State Government to:

A

Ensure that decision making on development applications (DAs) is:

a. consistent and accountable

b. accessible to local communities

c. respectful of and appropriately applies, local planning frameworks in line with their
statutory weight.

Reform the Development Assessment Panel (DAP) system to:

a. raise the DAP threshold from the current $2 million to $5 million and mandate
periodic reviews of the threshold

b. modify the composition of DAPs to provide equal representation of Specialist
Members and Local Government Members

c. review DAP processes to ensure proponents provide necessary information in a
timely manner

d. provide clear procedural guidance on the roles and functions of Local Government
officers and Council

e. allow access to the State Referral Coordination Unit for DAP applications to ensure
timely and adequate referral responses from State Government agencies are
provided to Local Governments.

Abolish the state significant development assessment pathway (Part 11B of the Planning

and Development Act 2005).

If the significant development assessment pathway is retained, implement the following

reforms.

a. raise the cost threshold to 850 million and mandate periodic reviews of the
threshold

b. align statutory timeframes with DAP and Local Government determined DAs

c. ensure all developments are consistent with applicable local planning instruments
and provide comprehensive guidelines for discretionary decision making, including
applying extraordinary discretion

d. delete references to ‘'mandatory significant development’ to ensure the pathway
remains entirely opt-in

e. undertake periodic reviews of its operation and effectiveness.
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BACKGROUND

There are a range of development application (DAs) decision makers in the Western
Australian Planning system. While Local Governments process and determine the vast
majority of DAs, other State Government boards or agencies are also decision makers,
particularly for complex proposals and public works. This includes DAPs, the Western
Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) and other State Government agencies (i.e.
DevelopmentWA) that determine DAs such as DAPs, significant development applications
(Part 17 and Part 11B of the Planning Development Act 2005) and developments under
region schemes, redevelopment schemes and improvement schemes and public works.

WALGA has historically opposed DAPs and the significant development pathway as they
erode the role of Local Government in providing a valuable community perspective on
planning proposals.

WALGA has undertaken two reviews of the performance of the DAP system in 2016 and
2020. Those reviews informed WALGA's current advocacy position, endorsed in May 2022,
that recommends changes to the DAP system to ensure it operates in an efficient, effective,
and transparent way, and appropriately considers matters of local planning context in
decision-making.

The current position is being reviewed as part of WALGA's regular position review process
and in recognition of significant planning reforms in 2024, specifically the replacement of
the proposed special matters DAP with the permanent significant development pathway
(Part 11B).

To inform the review of the DAP position and its ongoing advocacy, WALGA collated and
reviewed data on the operation of the DAPs and the significant development pathway.

The DAP Report examines DAP data from its inception in 2011 to the end of the 2023-24
financial year, with a focus on observable trends since the previous report in 2020. The
report indicates minor improvements in the DAP system, particularly in reliability and
consistent decision making. Despite this, the DAP system continues to determine many
low-value applications that lack strategic importance and should be redirected to the Local
Government pathway.

The Significant Development Pathway Report examines data from the pathway’s
commencement in 2020 until 1 April 2025. The report finds that this pathway is used
infrequently and does not process applications efficiently, contrary to its intended purpose
and that the pathway's other goals, driving economic recovery (Part 17) and aiding housing
supply (Part 11B), have also not been met.

The collated data will be uploaded to the DAP Dashboard on WALGA's website.

WALGA has drafted a revised advocacy position that will sit within the context of the

Planning Principles and Reform advocacy position and will expand on the DAP position to:

1. Be applicable to all State Government DAs and approvals (e.g. significant development
pathway, DAPs, Public Works, region scheme approvals, Development WA).

2. Establish principles to guide transparent and accountable decision-making on
development applications, ensuring that local planning frameworks are appropriately
considered, and communities, particularly in regional areas, are granted equitable
access to the decision-making process.
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3. Include a refined list of reforms to the DAP system, while retaining the position to
increase the DAP threshold and for equal representation of Specialist Members and
Local Government Members.

4. Include a recommendation that the significant development pathway be abolished
based on the findings of the significant development pathway report, and includes a
list of reforms if the pathway is to be retained to ensure it operates more efficiently and
only processes genuine state significant projects.

The draft position and accompanying review reports were provided to Local Governments
for Council endorsed or CEO preferred feedback by 23 May.

COMMENT

The current DAP advocacy position is outdated and does not reflect the current planning
framework, specifically the introduction of the permanent significant development pathway
(Part 11B of the Planning and Development Act 2005).

The proposed new advocacy position will complement WALGAs planning advocacy
position, 61 Planning Principles and Reform, that notes decisions should be made by the
level of government closest to and most impacted by a planning proposal and should
appropriately reflect local environment, context, communities and character.

The proposed advocacy position has been informed by feedback from CEO approved and
Council endorsed submissions, Local Government officer input and WALGA's previous
submissions, specifically on DAP reforms and amendments to the Planning and
Development Act 2005 that introduced the significant development pathway.

Some minor amendments were made to the draft position in response to members’
feedback, particularly regarding the recommendations for the state significant
development pathway.

Local Government feedback was that the pathway was not functioning effectively in its
current form. While some Local Governments advocated for its abolition, others considered
that there may benefits if the pathway was limited to genuine state-significant projects only
and operated more efficiently. The draft position calls for the reforms to the pathway and
for it be subject to periodic review if retained.

Further information on the rationale for the position and feedback provided is attached.

The Environment Policy agreed to recommend that State Council endorse the new
expanded position at their meeting on 29 May.
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WALGA RECOMMENDATION

That WALGA:
1. Replace Advocacy Position 6.4 Development Assessment Panels with the
following:

6.4 State Development Applications and Decision Making

WALGA calls on the State Government to:
/A Ensure that decision making on development applications (DAs) is:
a. consistent and accountable
b. accessible to local communities
C. respectful of and appropriately applies, local planning frameworks in
line with their statutory weight.
2 Reform the Development Assessment Panel (DAP) system to:
a. raise the DAP threshold from the current 32 million to 85 million and
mandate periodic reviews of the threshold
b. modify the composition of DAPs to provide equal representation of
Specialist Members and Local Government Members
C. review DAP processes to ensure proponents provide necessary
information in a timely manner
d. provide clear procedural guidance on the roles and functions of Local
Government officers and Council
e. allow access to the State Referral Coordination Unit for DAP
applications to ensure timely and adequate referral responses from
State Government agencies are provided to Local Governments.
3. Abolish the state significant development assessment pathway (Part 118 of
the Planning and Development Act 2005).
4. If the significant development assessment pathway is retained, implement
the following reforms:
a. raise the cost threshold to $50 million and mandate periodic reviews
of the threshold
b. align statutory timeframes with DAP and Local Government
determined DAs
C. ensure all developments are consistent with applicable local planning
instruments and provide comprehensive guidelines for discretionary
decision making, including applying extraordinary discretion
d. delete references to 'mandatory significant development' to ensure
the pathway remains entirely opt-in
e. undertake periodic reviews of its operation and effectiveness.

2. Notes the Development Assessment Panel 2011 - 2024 Review and State
Development Pathway 2020 — 2025 Review reports.
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RESOLUTION

Mover: Shire of Bruce Rock
Seconder: Shire of Tammin

That the Zone support the WALGA recommendation for State Council Agenda item 8.2 as
contained in the State Council Agenda and as provided above.

CARRIED
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13.3. PUBLIC LIBRARY AGREEMENT (STATE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 8.3)

By Rebecca Hicks, Policy Officer Community

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

. WALGA is a signatory to the State and Local Government Agreement for the Provision
of Public Library Services in Western Australia (the Agreement).

. The five-year Agreement defines roles and responsibilities in the delivery of public

libraries and provides the structure and framework for the delivery of the WA Public
Libraries Strategy and future vision for public library services.

. The current Agreement, endorsed by State Council in July 2020, is due for renewal in
September 2025.

. WALGA has participated in the review of the Agreement, which has recommended
minor amendments.

° Following the signing of a new Agreement, a sector consultation process will be

undertaken for the associated Local Level Agreements between the State Library and
Local Governments.

. The Agreement does not include funding arrangements for public libraries. WALGA
continues to advocate for increased public library funding.

ATTACHMENT
) State and Local Level Agreement for the Provision of Public Library Services in
Western Australia 2025 — 2030

STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS
Endorsing the Agreement aligns with WALGA's 2025-2029 Strategic Plan, particularly:

° Influence — Lead advocacy on issues important to Local Government and empower
the Local Government sector to build communities equipped for the future.

° Support - Grow opportunities for Local Governments’ sharing of services and
resources.

. Expertise — Optimise organisational capability to service members’ needs and foster

relationships between our subject matter experts and stakeholders.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Endorsement of the new Agreement aligns with WALGA's current Advocacy Position 3.8
Public Libraries, which states:

/A Western Australian Local Government public libraries provide valuable local cultural
infrastructure, creating social and community hubs for community capacity building,
recreation, education and literacy, digital inclusion, and social connection, cohesion
and inclusion.

2 WALGA supports the provision of Public Library services in Western Australia through
a formal partnership between Local Government and the State Government of
Western Australia, governed by the Library Board Act 1957, namely the State and
Local Government Agreement for the Provision of Public Library Services in Western
Australia (2020).

3 The WA Public Libraries Strategy 2022-2026 provides a framework for a shared vision,
strategic direction and collaborative action in the provision of a vibrant and
sustainable 27st century public library network.

4. It is essential that a sustainable funding model enables Local Governments to
continue to deliver library services to support continued growth and adaptation to
changing community needs.
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BACKGROUND

WALGA is a signatory to the State and Local Government Agreement for the Provision of
Public Library Services in Western Australia (the Agreement), which is due for renewal in
September 2025. The Agreement defines the roles and responsibilities for each tier of
government in the delivery of public libraries and provides the structure and framework for
the delivery of the WA Public Libraries Strateqy 2022-2026 and the future vision for public
library services.

Following internal endorsement from signatories, the current Agreement received final
endorsement in September 2020 by the Public Library Working Group (PLWG), which
includes: WALGA, the State Library of Western Australia (SLWA), the Department of Local
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC), Public Libraries WA Inc. and Local
Government Professionals Australia WA. The same process will be undertaken for this
renewal.

Connected to the Agreement are Local Level Agreements between the SLWA and individual
Local Governments that provide public library services. Local Level Agreements set out
more detailed public library service delivery requirements and will be reviewed in early
2026, including sector consultation.

COMMENT
WALGA has worked with SLWA to review the Agreement to meet the September 2025
renewal date. Amendments are minor and do not raise any issues for WALGA Members.

The scope of the Agreement does not extend to public library funding. SLWA is currently
reviewing the Public Library Material Funding Allocation Model. WALGA and Local
Governments will be consulted as part of the review.

State Government funding has failed to keep pace with the needs of public libraries,
population growth or inflation. WALGA continues to advocate for increased overall funding
for public libraries to maintain and enhance service levels that meet the diverse needs of
communities across WA and support the implementation of the WA Public Library Strategy.

Following the renewal of the Agreement, WALGA will work with SLWA to develop a sector-
wide consultation plan for the review of Local Level Agreements.

WALGA RECOMMENDATION

That State Council endorse the State and Local Level Agreement for the Provision of
Public Library Services in Western Australia.

RESOLUTION
Mover: Shire of Nungarin
Seconder: Shire of Narembeen

That the Zone support the WALGA recommendation for State Council Agenda item 8.3 as
contained in the State Council Agenda and as provided above.

CARRIED
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13.4. OTHER STATE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS

Zone Delegates are invited to raise for discussion, questions or decision any of the items in
the State Council Agenda, including the items for noting, Policy Team and Committee
Reports or the Key Activity Reports.

14. EMERGING ISSUES

14.1. ZONE STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

During the meeting, President Cr Crees raised the Zone’s Strategic Priorities and proposed
that Agricultural Land Use be considered a key focus area for the Zone.

The Chair clarified that the current list of priorities is not ranked in any particular order and
is reviewed biennially with each new Zone cohort. However, the Chair noted that a formal
item on Agricultural Land Use could be prepared and brought forward for discussion by the
Executive Committee.

Noted

14.2. CARETAKER PROVISIONS

A question was raised regarding the implications of the Local Government caretaker
provisions on the timing and conduct of CEO Performance Reviews.

The Executive Officer advised on the relevant provisions of the Act, which identify

‘significant acts’ which Local Governments are prohibited from doing during a caretaker
period.

15. NEXT MEETING

The next Executive Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, 6 August commencing
at 8:00am, via MSTeams.

The next Great Eastern Country Zone meeting will be held on Monday, 18 August,
commencing at 10:00am.

Month Executive Committee Zone

August Wednesday, 6 August at 8:00am Monday, 18 August
MSTeams Shire of Merredin

November Tuesday, 4 November at 8:00am Thursday, 13 November
MS Teams Shire of Kellerberrin

16. CLOSURE

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 1:02pm.
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12. Officer’s Reports — Development Services

12.1 Application for Development Approval — Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin,
Distribution-level Battery Energy Storage System (DBESS)
Cr Manning declared a Proximity Interest in this Item and left the Chambers at 4:04pm.

Development Services g‘ MERREDIN
Responsible Officer: Peter Zenni, EMDS
Author: Paul Bashall — Planwest (WA) Pty L:td
Legislation: Planning and Development Act 2005
g ’ Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No.6
File Reference: A9221
Disclosure of Interest: Nil
Attachments: Attachmgnt 12.1A - Dev.elopment Approval Application, and
Supporting Documentation
Purpose of Report
|:| Executive Decision - Legislative Requirement

For Council to consider approving the advertising of an application for Development Approval
(DA) lodged by Urbis Ltd on behalf of ACEnergy Pty Ltd for a distribution-level battery energy
storage system (DBESS) on a portion of Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin.

Background

Proponents can elect to have their DA considered by a Development Assessment Panel (DAP)
or the local government when the development has a value between $2 million and $10
million. In this case the approximate cost of the proposed development is stated as $9 million,
and the applicant has elected to have their DA determined by the local government.

The current proposal is located on the north side of the southern portion of Lot 12, Abattoir
Road in Merredin, which is about 3 kilometres southwest of Merredin Town Centre.

Figure 1 provides a location plan of the site in relation to Merredin townsite.

ACEnergy has an extensive history for the delivery and provision of modern and efficient
renewable energy projects, and intends to develop a modern renewable energy storage
facility. The DBESS comprises a set of large batteries designed to take up the excess power
generated from local sources, including rooftop solar, in Merredin. This aims to even out the
supply to the grid by absorbing the excess power generated at peak periods.

The subject site is an agricultural property, does not contain any areas of remnant vegetation
and is currently used for cropping and sheep grazing purposes. The only visible development
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are several sheds located on the northern part of the property approximately 100 metres
from any of the proposed development.

FIGURE 1 - LOCATION PLAN
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The DBESS project will be connected to Western Power’s transmission network to the
Merredin Terminal.

The DBESS planning report submitted by Urbis states that the facility will cover approximately
0.65ha of land and will comprise of the following supporting infrastructure:

e The installation of a new driveway from Abattoir Road leading to a gated entry;
e Security fencing and landscaping around the DBESS;
o Sufficient landscaping to screen the development from surrounding development;

e Electrical components of the DBESS, including approximately eight (8) battery containers;
two medium voltage power stations (MVPS) and high voltage switchgear; and

e Ancillary electrical transmission lines to connect the DBESS to the existing powerlines to
the north.

The proposed DBESS will be a utility-scale lithium iron phosphate (LFP) solution designed for
grid-scale applications. This containerised system, resembling a standard 20-foot shipping
container, ensures efficient transport and installation. The DBESS will be manufactured offsite
to then be delivered to the subject site as a pre-assembled unit, facilitating streamlined
installation and commissioning.

The system features modular battery units with liquid cooling technology to optimise thermal
management and enhance performance. The proposal will be equipped with a
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comprehensive fire detection and suppression system, including thermal sensors, gas
detection, and automated suppression mechanisms to mitigate any fire risks.

Figure 2 shows the site plan provided by the applicant showing the 8 batteries (in blue), 2
power stations (in pink) and the access to Abattoir Road.

FIGURE 2 — SITE PLAN EXTRACT FROM DA REPORT
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The DA is accompanied by several documents and specialist reports including:
e C(Certificate of Title
e Development plans and elevations
e Traffic impact statement (TIS)
e Environmental noise assessment
e Bushfire risk assessment
e Landscape plan
e Stormwater report
e A DBESS fire safety document
Traffic

The TIS was carried out by Level 5 Design, (transport planning and traffic management
consultants) concluding that there would be minimal traffic to and from the facility once
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construction was completed. On completion, the facility would largely be monitored by staff
in Merredin and mostly completed remotely. Whilst the level of vehicular traffic during the
construction phase is limited to 5 heavy vehicle movements per day over a 3 week period, as
the road is sealed, the Shire will require the preparation of a road site survey report and
require that any damage to the road associated with the construction phase is rectified by
the applicant to the satisfaction of the Shire.

Environmental

The noise emanating from the facility was seen as having a potential impact on nearby
sensitive uses in the future. The draft local planning strategy (the draft strategy) has
designated this area for ‘Future light industry/service commercial’ uses. The proposed
development is not considered inconsistent with this designation.

The draft strategy has been advertised and was presented to the Council for final adoption at
it’s May 2025 Ordinary Meeting. Figure 3 provides an extract from the draft strategy.

FIGURE 3 — EXTRACT FROM DRAFT LOCAL PLANNING STRATEGY
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The land on the east side of Abattoir Road (Lot 11) is designated in the draft strategy, and
zoned in the local planning scheme, for Rural Residential. For this reason, it was
recommended that a noise assessment be completed to ensure there would be minimal
impact on any future sensitive uses in the Rural Residential area.

An environmental noise assessment was carried out by Acoustics Consultants Australia. The
assessment produced 4 scenarios of daytime and nighttime impacts, with and without noise
barriers.

In Western Australia, noise levels for residential areas are regulated under the Environmental
Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997. These regulations set assigned noise levels based on the
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time of day and type of area. For residential (sensitive) uses, the maximum allowable noise
levels typically vary depending on whether it's daytime, evening, or nighttime. The regulations
also account for intrusive noise characteristics, meaning certain types of noise may have
stricter limits.

The daytime scenarios with and without barriers (Scenarios 1 and 1A) were modelled with
less than 36dB impact on adjacent properties. Nighttime impacts were slightly higher with
Scenario 2A (nighttime with barriers) modelling less than 40dB to the east (location of future
sensitive uses).

Figure 4 shows an extract from the noise assessment report for Scenario 2A. The extract
shows an existing (disused) house marked as R3 as being the nearest sensitive receptor of
potential noise. The 40dB noise contour only extends 8 metres into Lot 11 and would
therefore most likely be within a development setback area of any future development.

Proposed Distribution BESS
ACEnergy Pty Ltd
Abattoir Rd, Merredin

4 Predicted Environmental
£ Noise Emissions
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FIGURE 4 — EXTRACT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE ASSESSMENT (Scenario 2A)
Source: Planwest, Acoustics Consultants Australia

The noise assessment report provides detailed noise level types and impacts, however as a
general rule, the noise regulations state that for residential areas, typical daytime noise limits
are:

e 7am-—7pm: Generally, 45-50dB at the property boundary.
e 7pm-—10pm: Slightly lower limits, around 40-45dB.
e 10pm-—7am: Stricter limits, usually 35-40dB.
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Modelling indicates that the use of 2.8m barriers around the DBESS and MVPS units will
provide significant benefit in reducing the noise impact on the areas being protected by the
barriers and are recommended to be retained.

Notwithstanding the above assessment, it is noted that both sides of Abattoir Road (Lots 11
and 12) are owned by the same entity.

Bushfire Management

The subject land is not within the Bushfire Prone mapping, however, due to the nature of the
proposed development, a Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) assessment has been completed by
Western Environmental.

The report states that the proposed BESS is sited appropriately to ensure that the radiant heat
exposure of renewable energy assets during a bushfire is reduced so that it does not exceed
10 kW/m? at a flame temperature of 1090 K. This siting of renewable energy assets is also
designed to reduce the potential for a fire originating from this infrastructure to spread to the
surrounding vegetation, igniting a bushfire. This method is considered best practice in
Western Australia.

The facility has the ability to meet the requirements of each of these documents and is
recommended for approval on the condition that a BMP is prepared which includes an
assessment of the facility against the applicable guidelines to ensure a design is created which
reduces the risk to facility operators, responding firefighters and the surrounding community.

Landscape

A landscape plan has been prepared by Ground Control Landscape Architecture Pty Ltd to
address the potential visual impact of the proposed development.

Perimeter planting of the site will be carried out along all boundary fences except the west
side. There are no public places to the west that could be visually impacted by the proposal.
This planting will reduce the impact of the infrastructure and the barriers.

Stormwater

Premise Pty Ltd has prepared a Stormwater Drainage Strategy for the land surrounding the
development site.

The drainage calculations contained in the report show that the drainage system is robust.
Therefore, Premise believes that this drainage strategy will adequately manage flood risk
while keeping pre-development flows to their natural flow paths.

Premise recommends that upon topsoil stripping, the Contractor provides a finished surface
level for the DBESS Infrastructure Pad that is 150mm above the existing surface level.

Comment

The proposed development is consistent with the Shire’s vision of becoming a renewable
energy hub in the region. The proposal will more efficiently capture excess energy that is
already collected by existing infrastructure (including rooftop solar systems). This system may
be one of the first of its kind in Western Australia, however it is anticipated that there may be
many more variations of this concept.

The location of the proposed development is consistent with the future strategy for the town.

Strategic Considerations
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The existing Shire of Merredin Local Planning Strategy (the Strategy) currently designates this
area as ‘Light industry/mixed business’. As mentioned, the draft strategy has a similar
designation. The proposed development is consistent with both the existing and proposed
strategies.

Storm Water Management

A condition of development requires that storm water management be addressed via the
drainage strategy that is acceptable to the Shire’s engineers. This ensures that any drainage
from the site will be managed on the site and will not impact any neighbouring properties or
public infrastructure like roadways, road reserves and other reserves.

Statutory Considerations

Figure 5 includes an extract from the Local Planning Scheme No 6 (the Scheme) showing the
subject land zoned ‘Rural residential’.

FIGURE 5 — EXTRACT FROM LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME No 6
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Residential

The proposed development is considered to be covered by the ‘uses not listed’ provision of
the Scheme in clause 3.4.2. This clause provides the local government with the discretion to
determine whether the use is acceptable within the zone. In this case it is recommended that
part b) is used whereby the local government may ‘determine that the use may be consistent
with the objectives of the particular zone and thereafter follow the advertising procedures of
clause 64 of the deemed provisions in considering an application for development approval’.

Following a Scheme review, the Shire has formally resolved to support the Omnibus
amendment to the Scheme. However, there are no changes to the Scheme that impact the
current proposal.
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Advertising

The Deemed provisions of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015, require that the DA be advertised for 14 days (clause 64 (7) (a)), after which
any submissions are assessed prior to the local government making a determination on the
proposed development.

Building Requirements

The granting of a DA does not exempt the applicant from complying with any building or
health requirements. This issue is added as an advice note.

Conditions of Approval

The Resolution proposes that this Item need not return to the Council if no adverse comments
are received during the advertising period. The Resolution authorises the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) to determine the DA with conditions and advice notes. This process better
streamlines the approval timeline.

Commonly a DA remains valid for 2 years, during which time the proposed development must
be substantially commenced. However, the applicant has requested a longer period in which
the remains valid. A period of 4 years is recommended.

Policy Implications

The proposed development is consistent with State Planning Policies and Local Planning
Policies. There are no local implications as the proposal is consistent with the existing and
draft local planning strategy.

Statutory Implications
Compliance with the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No.6.

Strategic Implications

@ Strategic Community Plan

Theme: 5. Places and Spaces

Service Area Objective: 5.4 Town Planning & Building Control
5.4.2 The Shire has current local planning scheme and
associated strategy which is flexible and able to suitably
guide future residential and industrial growth

Priorities and Strategies

for Change: Nil

@ Corporate Business Plan

Theme: 5. Places and Spaces
Priorities: Nil
Objectives: 5.4 Town Planning & Building Control

5.4.2 The Shire has current local planning scheme and
associated strategy which is flexible and able to suitably
guide future residential and industrial growth

Sustainability Implications
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@ Strategic Resource Plan

Nil

Risk Implications

The proposed development will not result in an adverse impact on the amenity of the
surrounding area. The Shire will advertise the application for public comment and liaise with
adjacent landowners and relevant government agencies. Bushfire considerations will be
addressed via the preparation and implementation of a dedicated Bushfire Management
Plan. Accordingly, the risks associated with this proposal are considered Low (3) based on the
likelihood of Rare (1) and consequence of Moderate (3) of adverse events associated with the
proposed development taking place.

Financial Implications

Development Application fees have been paid.

Voting Requirements

- Simple Majority |:| Absolute Majority

Moved:

83623

Cr O’Neill Seconded: Cr Anderson

That Council:

1. Under the provisions of the Planning and Development (Local Planning

Schemes) Regulations 2015, RESOLVES to determine that the proposed
development is a ‘use not listed’ in accordance with clause 3.4.2 of the
Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No.6, and thereby advertise
the Development Approval application for a period of 14 days in
accordance clause 64 (7) (a) of the Deemed Provisions;

DETERMINES that neighbours and agencies will be advised of the
advertising period and the opportunity to make a submission. These
agencies are to include;

e Department of Environment Regulation;
e Department of Parks and Wildlife;
e Western Power;

e Department of Fire and Emergency Services; and

. AUTHORISES the Chief Executive Officer, where there are no adverse

comments received during the advertising period, to grant Development
Approval for the proposed distribution-level Battery Energy Storage
System (DBESS) development on a portion of Lot 12 Abattoir Road,
Merredin, as outlined in Attachment 12.1A, subject to the following
conditions and advice notes.
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Conditions
1. If the development, the subject of this approval, is not substantially

commenced within a period of 4 years from the date of the approval,
the approval will lapse and be of no further effect. For the purposes of
this condition, the term “substantially commenced” has the meaning
given to it in the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015 as amended from time to time.

The removal of all construction infrastructure once the facility has been
completed to the satisfaction of the local government.

The BESS facility incorporating acoustic barriers as outlined in the
Acoustics Consultants recommendation for Scenario 2A.

The BESS facility complying with the Landscape Concept Plan as
presented by Ground Control Landscape Architecture Pty Ltd, and a
strategy for the on-going maintenance and management of the
landscaping, to the satisfaction of the local government.

The preparation and compliance with a Stormwater Drainage Plan to
contain all drainage on site to the satisfaction of the local government.
The preparation and implementation of a Bushfire Management Plan
(BMP) to the satisfaction of the local government.

The preparation of a road site survey report (for Abattoir Road) to be
submitted to the Shire of Merredin prior to the construction phase, any
damage to the road associated with the construction phase of the
project is to be rectified by the applicant to the satisfaction of the local
government.

Any new crossover to Abattoir Road shall be located and constructed to
the satisfaction of the local government.

Advice Notes

1.

If an applicant or owner is aggrieved by this determination, there is a
right of review by the State Administrative Tribunal in accordance with
the Planning and Development Act 2005 Part 14. An application must be
made within 28 days of the determination.

The applicant is advised that granting of development approval does not
constitute a building permit and that an application for relevant building
permits must be submitted to the Shire of Merredin and be approved
before any work requiring a building permit can commence on site.

CARRIED 5/0

For: Cr Crook, Cr Anderson, Cr Billing, Cr O’Neill, Cr Van Der Merwe

Against: Nil

Cr Manning returned to the Chambers at 4:06pm.



Attachment 12.1A

= MERREDIN APPLICATION FOR PLANNING APPROVAL

HEART OF THE WHEATBELT LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME No. 6 - SCHEDULE 6 - (CLAUSE. 9.1.1)

OWNERS DETAILS
Sunshine United Developments Pty Ltd

Name/s: ACN 130 855 828

B Post Code: 6165

Phone work: | Phone home: Fax:
1

Signature: Date ‘q-\"\n Mo.{g < 2@

Signature: = | Date

Address:

NB: The owner/s signature/s are required for your application to be processed.

APPLICANTS DETAILS

Name: ACEnergy c/o- Urbis

Addrese. S
J

Contact person for correspondence: Cameron Liebgott
e

Post Code: 6000

Phone work:

Phone home: | Fax:

Mobile: b Email:
Signature: _ Date: 06/05/2025

PROPERTY DETAILS

Lot No: 12 House/Street No: Location No:

street name: | Abattoir Road

Suburb: Merredin Post Code: 6415
Nearest street intersection: Abattoir Rd & O'Connor St

Diagram or plan: 021792 Certificate of title: 2098 Folio: 388

Title encumbrances {e.g. easements, restrictive covenants) (G410102 EASEMENT TO ELECTRICITY CORPORATIOP]J.

PROPOSED OR EXISTING BUILDING/LAND USE

Description of proposed
development and/or land use: Battery Energy Storage System

Nature of any existing buildings

and/or land use: Vacant
Approximate cost of proposed -
development: 5 9 millions
Estimated time of completion: Q4 2026

Acceptance Officer’s initials : Date received:
Local government reference no:
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URBIS STAFF RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS REPORT WERE:

Director Peter Fitzgerald
Senior Planner Cameron Liebgott
Assistant Planner Elizabeth Collins
Project Code P0059184

Report Number Final

]
Urbis acknowledges the important contribution that

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people make in
creating a strong and vibrant Australian society.

We acknowledge, in each of our offices, the Traditional
Owners on whose land we stand.

All information supplied to Urbis in order to conduct this research has been treated in the strictest confidence.

It shall only be used in this context and shall not be made available to third parties without client authorisation.

Confidential information has been stored securely and data provided by respondents, as well as their identity, has been treated in the
strictest confidence and all assurance given to respondents have been and shall be fulfilled.

© Urbis Ltd

50 105 256 228

All Rights Reserved. No material may be reproduced without prior permission.
You must read the important disclaimer appearing within the body of this report.

urbis.com.au
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1. INTRODUCTION

Urbis is pleased to represent ACEnergy Pty Ltd, the proponent for the proposed distribution-level Battery
Energy Storage System (DBESS) and associated infrastructure. The proposed facility will be located at Lot
12, Abattoir Rd, Merredin, Western Australia, which is approximately 3 kilometres southeast of Merredin
Town Centre.

The proposal represents an innovative renewable energy facility, that aligns wholly with the State’s vision for
a cleaner more sustainably powered future. Our client has an extensive history with the delivery and
provision of modern and efficient renewable energy projects, creating the opportunity for the Shire of
Merredin to supply a modern renewable energy storage facility.

This comprehensive report reveals the context of the proposal, underscoring its alignment with appropriate
state and local planning frameworks. The report includes the following information in support of the approval
to commence development of the proposal:

= Site details and in-depth local and regional context

= Description of the proposed development and contextual background information
= Detailed planning assessment against State and local planning frameworks

= Consideration of broader and relevant State strategic planning frameworks

= Justification and detailed input from technical reports

Table 1 — Summary of Development Site

Property Location: Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin WA
Existing Land Usel/s: Rural Residential — Vacant site.

Total Lot Area: 32.33ha (approx.)

LPS Zoning: Rural Residential (Proposed Light Industrial)
Local Planning Scheme: Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme 6

The application is supported by:

= Appendix A Certificate of Title

= Appendix B Development Plans

= Appendix C Traffic Impact Statement

= Appendix D Environmental Noise Assessment
= Appendix E Bushfire Risk Assessment

= Appendix F Landscape Plan

= Appendix G Stormwater Report

= Appendix H BESS Fire Safety

URBIS
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2. SITEDETAILS
21.  REGIONAL &DISTRICT CONTEXT

The proposal is located within the locality of Merredin in the Shire of Merredin, a major service and
agricultural town in the Wheatbelt Region. The town's strategic location along the Great Eastern Highway
and railway line provides connections to Perth and Kalgoorlie, which positions it as a vital transport and
logistics hub within the Region. Implementing and encouraging the development of innovative and
sustainable energy resources such as the proposed BESS facility will aid in facilitating sustainable

development in the region.

Figure 1 — District Map
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2.2, LOCAL CONTEXT

The subject site is situated approximately 3 kilometres southeast of Merredin’s Town Centre in the Shire of
Merredin and is comprised of cleared undeveloped land (see Figure 2).

The situated along Abattoir Road, which directly connects to the greater regional road network, including
Great Eastern Highway to the northeast. The site is surrounded by rural lands predominantly cleared of
development.

ACEnergy has secured ~0.65ha of land nearby key Western Power transmission infrastructure, for the
purpose of developing BESS infrastructure.

URBIS
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Figure 2 - Aerial Imagery
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2.3. LOTDETAILS

The following table details the key lot particulars relevant to the subject site.

Table 2 - Lot Details
Lot Plan Area (ha) Vol/Folio Proprietor

12 P021792  32.33ha (approx.) 2098/388 Sunshine United Developments Pty Ltd of
34 Lionel Street, Naval Base
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Figure 3 - Cadastre Plan
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3. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
31.  BACKGROUND

The proposed DBESS will be wholly situation on Lot 12, Abattoir Road, Merredin. Urbis understands that the
subject site was selected by ACEnergy due to its proximity to Western Power Transmission network
infrastructure capable of supporting a 10 megawatts/40 mega-watt hours (L0MW/40MWh) battery.

The proposed DBESS and supporting infrastructure will be situated within the north-eastern portion of the lot
and will have a footprint of approximately 0.65 hectares on the 32-ha lot. The proposal will aim to support the
efficiency of the electrical network of Merredin and its surrounds by charging from the grid during periods of
low demand and discharging back to the grid during periods of higher demand.

Although DBESS infrastructure is relatively small in scale, it will greatly enhance the Town’s renewable
energy resources, aligning with the State’s growing sustainable energy vision.

3.2. SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENT

Figure 4 is an extract from the attached Development Plans at Appendix B and depicts the proposed BESS
site overview, including the layout of the facility and associated infrastructure. As detailed in the layout map,
the BESS facility is in the north-eastern portion of the lot covering approximately 0.65ha of land.

The proposal will comprise of the following supporting infrastructure:

= The installation of a new driveway from Abattoir Road leading to a gated entry to the BESS.
= Security fencing and landscaping around the BESS.

= Sufficient landscaping to screen the development from surrounding development.

= Electrical components of the BESS, including approximately eight (8) battery containers; two medium
voltage power stations (MVPS) and high voltage switchgear; and

= Ancillary electrical transmission lines to connect the BESS to the existing powerlines to the north.

URBIS
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Figure 4 - Site Plan (refer to Appendix B — Development Plans)
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OPERATION

The proposed BESS will be a utility-scale lithium iron phosphate (LFP) solution designed for grid-scale
applications. This containerised system, resembling a standard 20-foot shipping container, ensures efficient
transport and installation. The BESS will be manufactured offsite to then be delivered to the subject site as a
pre-assembled unit, facilitating streamlined installation and commissioning.

The system features modular battery units with liquid cooling technology to optimise thermal management
and enhance performance. The proposal will be equipped with a comprehensive fire detection and

suppression system, including thermal sensors, gas detection, and automated suppression mechanisms to
mitigate any fire risks.

6

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
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4. STATEPLANNING ASSESSMENT

4.1. LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATIONS
4.1.1. Planning and Development Act 2005

The use and development of land across Western Australia is regulated by the Planning and Development
Act 2005 (PD Act). In relation to the Proposal, the PD Act facilitates the implementation of State Planning
Policies and the Shire's local planning framework.

4.1.2. Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997

The Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997 serve to regulate and control noise emissions to
protect the well-being and comfort of individuals and communities in Australia. They establish permissible
noise levels, outline procedures for noise assessment, and provide guidelines for noise management and
mitigation.

An Acoustic Impact Assessment has been prepared to demonstrate the extent of predicted compliance with
the Noise Regulations as set out in the act and is contained within Appendix D. The Acoustic Assessment
demonstrates compliance with the Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations (EPNR) assigned noise
levels at all industrial receivers, for all periods of the day with maximum duty cycle operation mode. When
the BESS and MVPS units need to operate at night, they will be programmed to limit their duty cycle to 40-
50% between 10pm and 7am (or 9am on Sundays and public holidays), as long as this limitation does not
impact their performance.

4.2. STATE STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK
4.2.1. State Planning Strategy 2050

The State Planning Strategy 2050 outlines context and basis for the integration and coordination of land-use
planning and development across state, regional and local jurisdictions. The strategy explains the context,
principle and goals for land use planning in Western Australia.

The strategy undertakes particular focus on the renewable energy sector, highlighting the increase in global
demand and continued diversification of Western Australia’s economic base, as core drivers for the
increasing demand for renewable energy generation and technology.

The proposal directly aligns with State Planning Strategy 2050 by providing additional renewable energy
storage capacity capable of supporting the State’s increasing renewable energy generation on the grid.

4.2.2. Western Australia Future Battery Industry Strategy Western
Australia

The Western Australian Future Battery Industry Strategy outlines the state’s plan to develop a sustainable
and globally competitive battery industry. The plan is designed to leverage Western Australia's plentiful
supply of essential minerals to create a thriving sector focused on the production and manufacturing of
battery materials.

There are several focus areas identified across the Strategy that this proposal directly aligns with, including:

= The proposal provides significant opportunity for regional/domestic integration of renewable, battery
energy storage systems.

= The proposal’s location within a planned industrial area provides opportunity for future battery
maintenance, management and other associated industrial uses to be located within close proximity.

4.2.3. Energy Transformation Strategy

Western Australia’s Energy Transformation Strategy outlines the State’s plan to shift focus towards the
transition to cleaner and more renewable energy technologies. The energy sector in Western Australia is
experiencing a significant transformation, with renewable technologies becoming more cost-effective and
consumers increasingly generating their own electricity through rooftop solar PV systems. Battery systems
are also improving, offering efficient energy storage solutions.
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The strategy sets out a detailed action plan across four key themes, including modernising energy systems,
decarbonising energy supply, optimising energy use and empowering consumers. This proposal wholly
aligns with the vision of this Strategy, specifically:

= Provision of a decarbonised energy storage solution, reducing energy sector carbon emissions
= Ensuring the provision of a dependable energy supply

= Increasing the State’s transition towards cleaner, more renewable energy storage

The proposal will also contribute to the objectives of this Strategy through:

= Utilising proven grid-following technology to ensure reliable performance and inertial response to the
transition from coal fired power generation and firming the supply of intermittent renewable energy
sources

= The development of the proposed BESS at this specific location will maximise system utilisation and
minimise the need for the augmentation of the existing network, supporting the affordable supply of
energy to households and businesses

= Provide much needed capacity and support for a growing renewable energy sector within the region

= Provide additional job opportunities and training for skilled workers in the region, which will ultimately be
required to further support the States energy transition into the future

4.2.4. Position Statement — Renewable Energy Facilities

This document presents the Western Australian Planning Commission's (WAPC) guidelines for the
consistent development and provision of renewable energy facilities in Western Australia, replacing the 2004
Guidelines for Wind Farm Development. It outlines assessment measures to ensure renewable energy
facilities are developed in areas that balance environmental and urban impact with energy production and
operational efficiency.

The document delivers an outline of a framework for assessing and determining renewable energy projects.
This includes guidelines for construction, site selection, design and operation. This proposal considers these
Guidelines and remains clearly consistent with the document’s intentions, including the development of
infrastructure and contextual impact of site selection. This has been done by facilitating early stakeholder
engagement with stakeholders, specifically the Shire, proposing sufficient landscaping to screen the BESS
from adjoining landowners/development and effective land selection in order to reduce environmental
impacts and visual impact.
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4.3. STATEPLANNING POLICIES

4.3.1. State Planning Policy 2.0 — Environmental and Natural Resources
Policy

State Planning Policy 2.0 (SPP2.0) outlines the following as core objectives:

= Integrate environment and natural resource management with broader land use planning and decision-
making.

= Protect, conserve and enhance the natural environment.
= Promote and assist in the wise and sustainable use and management of natural resources.

The proposal considers and adheres to the intentions of these policies throughout the entirety of the
development process. The assessment concludes that the proposal is wholly consistent with the objectives
of SPP2.0, with particular focus on the conservation of the natural environment and the natural resources.
The proposal is a renewable energy project which has been contextually selected due to the land being
cleared. This has been determined appropriate to be compliant with the policy and is deemed a low impact
development site.

4.3.2. State Planning Policy 2.5 — Rural Planning

SPP2.5 outlines policy objectives aimed at safeguarding rural land resources, recognising their significant
contributions to the economy, natural resource management, food production, environmental conservation,
and landscape aesthetics.

The site is currently used for Rural purposes, which will result in a loss of rural land, however the site is
earmarked under the Local Planning Strategy to be rezoned to light industry. As such this proposal will have
no impact or loss on rural land, deeming it compliant with the Policy.

4.3.3. State Planning Policy 3.7 — Planning in Bushfire Prone Areas

SPP 3.7 directs how land use should address bushfire risk management in Western Australia. It applies to all
land designated as bushfire prone by the Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) Commissioner. It applies to
all higher order strategic planning documents, strategic planning proposals, subdivision and development
applications located in designated bushfire prone areas.

None of the site is located within a bushfire prone area, therefore no Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) has
been prepared. However, a Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) Assessment Report (refer Appendix E) has been
prepared in support of the proposal, and to demonstrate the proposal’s consistency with the provisions of
SPP 3.7. The BAL concludes that the proposed BESS is sited appropriately to ensure that the radiant heat
exposure of renewable energy assets during a bushfire is reduced so that it does not exceed 10 kW/m2 at a
flame temperature of 1090 K, which is considered best practice in Western Australia.
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9. LOCALPLANNING ASSESSMENT
5.1.  SHIRE OF MERREDIN (DRAFT) LOCAL PLANNING STRATEGY

The Shire has prepared a draft local planning strategy, which was advertised for public comment in
December 2024.

The Shire’s Draft Local Planning Strategy (DLPS) considers a variety of strategic planning considerations at
a regional level to determine the planning direction and objectives for the Shire’s development. Aiming to be
consistent with the broader State Planning Frameworks, the DLPS highlights unresolved planning challenges
and proposes necessary actions to resolve them. The strategy additionally offers a broad roadmap for land
use planning in the Shire for the upcoming 10-15 years.

The strategy emphasises crucial planning considerations, such as the increased demand for industrial
infrastructure within the Merredin Town Centre, and the sustainable use of land and water resources, in
ensuring planning accommodates future needs and that decisions create opportunities to enhance local
attributes.

The DLPS identifies a number of sites within the municipality that are well suited to support industrial
infrastructure, which encompasses the subject site. As identified in Figure 2 ‘Lots 12 and 13 Abattoir Road’
of the DLPS, it is proposed that the subject lot will be designated to ‘Light Industrial/Commercial’ uses as
opposed to its current ‘Rural Residential’ due to its proximity to Western Power and Water Corporation
Infrastructure.

The proposal introduces significant opportunity for planning to accommodate future energy needs. The
provision of sustainable energy storage directly addresses the State and regions’ future need for a more
renewable, decarbonised system of energy storage. The proposal brings opportunities for job creation during
both the construction and operational phases within the Shire and the broader district. The emergence of
new business, industrial, and employment possibilities could have a multiplying effect on the economic
activity in Merredin and its neighbouring regions. It is overall submitted that the proposal greatly aligns with
the broader strategic planning objectives of the DLPS.

9.2.  SHIRE OF MERREDIN LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO.6

Pursuant to the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No.6 (LPS6) the subject site is zoned ‘Rural
Residential’. Although this is the current zoning of the site, it is understood that the Shire is intending to
rezone the site to ‘Light Industrial’ in accordance with the draft DLPS and replicated within the Shire’s new
Local Planning Scheme. Given that the Local Planning Strategy has been advertised, it is now a seriously
entertained document, and it is entirely appropriate that the objectives of ‘Light Industry’ is applied to the
land. The proposed development is consistent with the objectives of the proposed zone and an assessment
of the objectives are as follows:

Table 3 - Objectives Assessment
Objective Response

To provide for service industries and light industries = The proposal covers a minimal area on a currently

that will not have a detrimental effect on nearby rural site (proposed to change to light industry) and

residential or other sensitive uses; there are no sensitive land uses within proximity,
other than an unused resident at Lot 11 to the East.
Additionally, the proposal has been supported by
an Acoustic Assessment outlining its compliance
with the Noise Regulations. A landscape plan has
been prepared to effectively screen the BESS with
vegetation

To provide for home business type uses where Not applicable to this application
caretakers’ dwellings may be permitted;
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Objective

To provide for a range of employment
opportunities;

To preclude the storage of bulky and unsightly
goods where they may be in public view; and

To ensure the appropriate use of setback areas
and the provision of landscaping to the local
government’s satisfaction; and

To allow light and service industries that are
compatible with nearby uses; and

To provide areas with easy access and parking;
and

To minimise land use conflicts and address
environmental impacts.

Response

The BESS will facilitate 2 maintenance personnel
which attend site every fortnight over its lifetime

N/A, no storage of bulky goods are proposed

The BESS development is effectively setback from
all lot boundaries and adjoining development. In
addition to this, the development has been
supported with a Landscape Plan demonstrating
effective use of landscaping to screen the
development.

Noted, currently will be the first development within
the re zoned light industry area.

One crossover is proposed along Abattoir Road
and will easily accommodate the proposed capacity
for workers accessing the site.

The proposal complies with Federal and State
objectives to deliver renewable energy without
impacting the environment.

It is submitted that the proposal aligns with the objectives of the ‘Light Industry’ zone as it will provide a
service industry, particularly with the provision of sustainable energy, without being a detriment to

surrounding land uses.

Figure 5 - LPS2 Map
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5.2.1. Land Use Permissibility

The proposal’s primary land use function is the provision of electricity storage. This involves the development
of associated infrastructure to control and distribute energy to the grid as required.

As there is no land use zone that describes the proposed works outlined in this proposal, it is submitted that
the proposed BESS facility is considered as a ‘Use not Listed’ within Table One — Zoning Table. However as
noted the proposal aligns with the objectives of the ‘Light Industry’ zone and on this basis, it should be
considered under clause 3.4.2 of the scheme, which allows the local authority to approve unlisted uses
subject to advertising. The BESS infrastructure does not align with any land use classifications within the
scheme, with ‘wind farm or wind energy facility’ being the closes, being consistent with a renewable energy
facility. The Renewable Energy Facility Position Statement outlines that this classification should be replaced
within planning schemes, to “Renewable Energy Facility’. The current scheme is yet to be updated/amended
to be consistent with the current renewable policies.

5.2.2. Zone Development Requirements

Schedule 4 of LPS2 outlines further general zone development requirements. While there are no
development requirements for ‘Light Industry’ zones, clause 4.7.1 sets out the following:

Where requirements for a particular use are not set out in this Scheme, the development shall conform to the provisions
for the predominant use of the zone in which it is situated, as determined by the local government. Where such
provisions are inappropriate, development shall conform to such requirements as the local government shall determine.
For the purposes of this Clause, the predominant uses in zones and local reserves shall be deemed to be as outlined in
their respective objectives.

It is considered that the provisions of clause 4.7.1 shall be applicable to the proposed development. The
proposal is supported by sufficient and relevant technical information from certified specialists, informing
provisions of detailed design and development. The development is consistent with the Light Industrial
objectives as mentioned above, deeming it appropriate to be located within the Light Industrial zone. Given
the above the technical reporting assisted the placement of the BESS posing sufficient setbacks being
approx. 32m from Abattoir Road and approx. 59m from the adjoining norther lot. Additionally, the
landscaping has been informed by the height of the BESS, with a 5m height covering the infrastructure
effectively.
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6. TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS
6.  TRAFFIC IMPACT STATEMENT

Traffic Impact Statement prepared by Level 5 Design (Appendix C)

A Transport Impact Statement (TIS) has been prepared by Level 5 Design to consider the traffic and
transport impacts of the proposed development on the adjacent transport network with a detailed focus on
vehicle access, car parking, service vehicles and traffic management. The findings of the report
demonstrate the that subject site is suitable of accommodating the vehicle movements required during
construction. Once constructed and operational, the development will generate little or no traffic.

The TIS concludes the following:

= The existing traffic volumes are estimated to be less than 50 vehicles a day and the roads are operating
within their traffic capacity.

= The proposed development has been designed to be accessed during construction by standard B-
Double trucks up to a maximum length of 27.5 metres, weight and dimensions falling within the allowable
limits of the road network.

= A crossover is proposed on Abattoir Road to enable forward entry. This will be designed as a minimum
with MRWA rural driveway requirements for light vehicles. The driveway will be installed prior to battery
delivery and installation.

= During operation the site will generate an average of 1 light vehicle per week.
= During construction, traffic generation will be as follows:

(i) Max No. trucks per hour =1

(i) Max. No. light vehicles per hour = 6

= During operation the surrounding road network and access points are appropriately equipped to manage
the level of traffic

It is concluded that the proposed design for the Site fully satisfies the requirements for safe vehicular access
and parking, and it is forecast to have negligible traffic impact on the surrounding road network.

6.2. ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE ASSESSMENT

Environmental Noise Assessment prepared by Acoustics Consultant Australia (Appendix D)

Acoustics Consultant Australia have prepared an environmental noise assessment to report any potential
impact and considerations with regard to noise emissions generated from the construction and operation of
the Merredin BESS facility. The development’s compliance is assessed using the requirements from the
Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997.

The assessment identifies the following results:

= Compliance with the Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations (EPNR) assigned noise levels at all
industrial receivers, for all periods of the day with maximum duty cycle operation mode.

= Compliance with the EPNR assigned noise levels at all highly sensitive receivers:
— Running at maximum duty cycle for all days between 7am and 10pm; and

— Running at a reduced duty cycle for periods between 10pm and 7am the following day (or 9am for
Sundays or public holidays),

= With noise barriers 2.8 m high built around the BESS and MVPS compound, the predictions indicate
compliance with the EPNR assigned noise levels at adjacent lots, should future residential development
take place on such lots.

It is noted that the operation of the BESS and MVPS units, running at maximum duty cycle, either after 10pm
or before 7am, is highly unlikely as temperatures in the project area would drop by at least 10 degrees
Celsius during night-time in the worst-case scenario (winter). This means that maximum duty cycle
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ventilation of the units during night-time is unreasonable to assume. Thus, a 40%-50% duty cycle has been
adopted in this assessment as a reasonable operational assumption.

The noise emitted by the BESS and MVPS units will generally be low. Measures to ensure compliance with
noise criteria will be confirmed and included in the final project design. The assessment is based on
preliminary equipment selections, and the actual noise mitigation measures will be finalised once the specific
products are confirmed. These measures—such as noise barriers, noise reduction kits, or cooling load
adjustments—will be implemented as needed, subject to the capabilities of the selected equipment, to
ensure that operational noise levels remain consistent with the outcomes presented in the noise
assessment. Noise predictions for Scenarios 1A and 2A, with noise barriers in place, show that noise levels
at the boundaries of adjacent lots are within acceptable limits for both day and night, meeting EPNR
requirements. Scenario 1, without barriers, indicates a compliance zone for night-time noise, particularly
around highly sensitive buildings like residential dwellings.

6.3. BUSHFIRE ATTACK LEVEL ASSESSMENT

Bushfire Attack Level Report prepared by Western Environmental (Appendix E)

Western Environmental has prepared a Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) Assessment Report for the proposal.
The proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) is strategically sited to limit radiant heat exposure to
renewable energy assets during a bushfire, ensuring it does not exceed 10 kW/m2 at a flame temperature of
1090 K. This placement also aims to prevent fires originating from the infrastructure from spreading to
nearby vegetation. This approach is recognised as best practice in Western Australia. A comprehensive
assessment against the relevant Guidelines and Country Fire Authority (CFA) Guidelines will be conducted if
required by the Shire as a condition of development approval. The facility is capable of meeting these
requirements and is recommended for approval, provided a Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) is prepared to
ensure the design minimises risks to operators, firefighters, and the community.

The BESS is also supported by a BESS Fire Safety FAQ, provided by ACEnergy, found in Appendix H. The
proposed battery system prioritises safety using stable lithium-iron phosphate (LFP) chemistry and rigorous
fire safety testing. Key features include a containerised design, in-built fire suppression, and a
comprehensive Battery Management System (BMS) that continuously monitors and addresses potential
issues early. Measures to mitigate fire risks within the BESS container include adequate separation
distances, an Asset Protection Zone, dedicated water supply, emergency access, and a Bushfire and Fire
Management Plan. The system meets international safety standards and ensures minimal air quality impacts
in the event of a fire.

6.4. LANDSCAPE CONCEPTPLAN

Landscape Plan prepared by Ground Control (Appendix F)

Ground Control prepared a Landscape Concept Plan for the Merredin Distribution BESS which provides one
row of screening via landscape to each of the north, south and east sides of the proposed BESS. Each row
is proposed to be 2m wide and includes the 200 plants total, including:

- 28 small trees

- 86 large shrubs

- 58 medium shrubs
- 28 small shrubs

The row of planning is proposed to be a minimum of 10 meters from the BESS as per DFES requirements.
Small trees will occasionally achieve a maximum height of 5-6m and shrubs to generally reach 3-3.5m, which
will effectively screen the BESS.

6.5. STORMWATER DRAINAGE STRATEGY

Stormwater Drainage Strategy prepared by Premise (Appendix G)

Premise prepared a Stormwater Drainage Strategy and associated calculations/drawings to support the
proposed BESS. The drainage calculations demonstrate the robustness of the drainage system. Premise is
confident that this strategy will effectively manage flood risk while maintaining pre-development flow paths.

It is advisable for the Contractor to ensure that, upon topsoil stripping, the finished surface level for the BESS
Infrastructure Pad is 150mm above the existing surface level.
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For detailed calculations and plans, please refer to the diagrams and strategy sections.
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7. CONCLUSION

The proposed Merredin BESS is an important renewable energy project which will contribute to the State’s
renewable energy future. The site has been selected based on detailed investigations and the site’s current
land use. The proposal wholly aligns with local, State and objectives and vision.

The proposal has been considered at a detailed level and this report demonstrates that it complies with all
relevant technical and planning legislation and frameworks

It is respectfully requested that this application be approved, subject to fair and reasonable conditions.
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8. DISCLAIMER

This report is dated 19 May 2025 and incorporates information and events up to that date only and excludes
any information arising, or event occurring, after that date which may affect the validity of Urbis Ltd opinion
in this report. Urbis prepared this report on the instructions, and for the benefit only, of ACEnergy for the
purpose of Development Application Report and not for any other purpose or use. To the extent permitted
by applicable law, Urbis expressly disclaims all liability, whether direct or indirect, to the Instructing Party
which relies or purports to rely on this report for any purpose other than the Purpose, and to any other
person which relies or purports to rely on this report for any purpose whatsoever (including the Purpose).

In preparing this report, Urbis was required to make judgements which may be affected by unforeseen future
events, the likelihood and effects of which are not capable of precise assessment.

All surveys, forecasts, projections and recommendations contained in or associated with this report are
made in good faith and on the basis of information supplied to Urbis at the date of this report, and upon
which Urbis relied. Achievement of the projections and budgets set out in this report will depend, among
other things, on the actions of others over which Urbis has no control.

In preparing this report, Urbis may rely on or refer to documents in a language other than English, which
Urbis may arrange to be translated. Urbis is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of such
translations and disclaims any liability for any statement or opinion made in this report being inaccurate or
incomplete arising from such translations.

Whilst Urbis has made all reasonable inquiries it believes necessary in preparing this report, it is not
responsible for determining the completeness or accuracy of information provided to it. Urbis (including its
officers and personnel) is not liable for any errors or omissions, including in information provided by the
Instructing Party or another person or upon which Urbis relies, provided that such errors or omissions are not
made by Urbis recklessly or in bad faith.

This report has been prepared with due care and diligence by Urbis and the statements and opinions given
by Urbis in this report are given in good faith and in the reasonable belief that they are correct and not
misleading, subject to the limitations above.
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1 May 2025

Jane Bai

Senior Project Development Engineer
ACENERGY Pty Ltd

Level 3, 689 Burke Road

Camberwell, VIC 3124

c/o I

Re: Battery Energy Storage, Merredin - Transport Impact Statement

| am pleased to respond to your request to review the traffic impact and access
arrangements for the proposed development at Abattoir Road in Merredin (the ‘Site’) -
see Figure 1.

This assessment has been conducted in accordance with the Department of Planning,
Lands and Heritage (DPLH) and Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) Transport
Impact Assessment Guidelines for Developments: Volume 4 - Individual Developments
(2016). The Guidelines promote a three-level assessment process, where the required level
of assessment is dependent on the likely level of impact. The traffic generated by the Site
has been determined to be less than 10 venhicle trips in the peak hour, which equates to a
low impact. While no assessment is typically required where the impact is assessed as low,
an abridged ‘Transport Impact Statement’ in accordance with Volume 4 Part B of the
Guidelines has been prepared to confirm the proposals are safe and functional to support
the Development Application (DA).

Site Overview

The property consists of an industrial battery energy storage facility at Lot 12 on Plan 21792
on Abattoir Road in Merredin, Western Australia.

These proposed buildings sit on a small parcel of land of approximately 6,500 m? on a
32.33 ha site.

An aerial image of the Site is shown in Figure 1. Additional site plans are given in Appendix
A and B.

ABN 32 624 925088 | PO Box 4037 WOODLANDS WA 6018 | contactus@level5design.com.au



Abattoir Rd, Merredin Battery Storage - Transport Impact Statement

Figure 1 Existing subject site

Source: ACEnergy

Existing Road Network

The existing road network within the vicinity of the site is shown in Figure 2. This figure also
illustrates the road hierarchy and history of road crashes in the surrounding area.

Table 1 summarises the characteristics of the adjacent road network.

Abattoir Road is a formed but unsealed road that runs 1.74 km south from O'Connor Street
in Merredin. There is an unformed frack at its end. It provides access to several other
properties / farm paddocks in the vicinity of the Site.

O’Connor Street is an unsealed road that provides an existing connection between Great
Eastern Highway and Abattoir Road and serves as access to several farm paddocks.

Table 1 - Road network characteristics

Abattoir Road Access Road 1- lane unsealed 50

O’Connor Street Access Road 1- lane unsealed 50

Source: MRWA Road Information Mapping System (April 2025}

1 May 2025 © Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025 (DESICA
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Figure 2 Existing subject site
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Existing Traffic Volumes

Existing traffic volume data in the area surrounding the Site is limited. Traffic volumes on
O’Connor Street and Abattoir Road are estimated to be less than 50 vehicles per day and
these roads are therefore operating well within their environmental traffic capacity.

The Development Proposal

The proposed development by ACEnergy involves the creation of a battery energy
storage facility — a BESS plant. This plant requires 8 x 5 MWh 20’ battery containers plus
inverters / transformers, switchroom, HV kiosk and pole plus a water tank.

The busiest period for the development is forecast to be during construction. Afterwards,
during the operation phase (involving a 27 + 27 yr lease), it will be run as an unmanned
site, remotely monitored, that is visited only periodically, i.e. two light vehicles per fortnight
for maintenance and service call outs subject to fluctuations driven by specific
operational demands.

Proposed Site Access Arrangements

The site layout has been designed to optimise access and safety. Figure 3 shows the
proposed access point to the development from Abattoir Road. This access includes a
driveway primarily for access by cars, vans and small ufilities for site maintenance
purposes during normal operations.

1 May 2025 © Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025 (NECICA
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Figure 3 Proposed site layout
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Restricted Access Vehicle Movement

Figure 4 illustrates the existing approved Restricted Vehicle Access (RAV) network in the
vicinity of the Site. The current approved RAV access network allows B-Doubles (RAV 4).

Table 4 - Maximum heavy vehicles allowed N2/N4

e Max width: 2.55 m
27.5 m B/A-Double (N2/4 Drive)

e Maxlength: 27.50 m
e Mass: 88.5t

The proposed development has been designed to be accessed during construction by
standard B-Double trucks up to a maximum length of 27.5 metres. The loaded container
mass will be in the order of 45 t plus the truck tare weight. These weights and dimensions
fall within the maximum allowed limits of the road network. Swept path analyses have

been conducted, verifying that a N2/4 B-Double truck will be able to manoeuvre into and
out of Abattoir Road to access the Site (see Appendix C).

1 May 2025 © Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025
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Figure 4 Main Roads Approved RAV Network (Suitable for 27.5m N2/4 B-Doubles and A-Doubles)

Source: Main Roads HVS Network Map (April 2025)

Crossover Design

A new crossover is proposed on the eastern side of the site on Abattoir Road (see Figure 3)
to enable the forward entry, manoeuvring and exit for light vehicles. As a minimum this
crossover shall be designed in accordance with the MRWA rural driveway requirements for
light vehicles — one way (see Appendix D).

Trucks will only require access to the Site during construction. The driveway shall be
installed prior to battery component delivery and instaliation.

Crash Risk Assessment

A review of the MRWA Reporting Centre was conducted to obtain tfraffic crash data for
the immediate area of the Site, covering the period from 1 January 2020 to 31 December
2024. The search (see Figure 2) revealed no crashes on Abattoir Road or O'Connor Street
during the specified timeframe.

Both Abattoir Road and O’'Connor Street are formed unsealed roads with clear sight lines
and low traffic volumes.

A sightline assessment of the Site and proposed access points was carried out, confirming
that visibility from both directions meets the required minimum standards for safe ingress
and egress, with no identified issues.

1 May 2025 © Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025 (NECICA
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Operational Traffic

ACEnergy provided operational data derived from comparable facilities they currently
manage. During operation the proposed development is projected to generate an
average of one light vehicle trip per week subject to fluctuations driven by specific
operational demands.

Construction Traffic
During construction it is forecast that traffic generated will be as follows:

e Max. No. trucks per hour: 1
e Max. No. light vehicles (cars/vans/utilities) per hour: 6

B-Double trucks will be required to move key BESS plant during construction due to
fonnage carrying requirements. In addition, the development will accommodate
movements by smaller light vehicles entering and exiting the facility.

The proposed construction work hours are 7 am to 7 pm Monday to Saturday. No
construction work will occur on Sundays or Public Holidays.

Traffic Impact to Surrounding Network

During operation the proposed development is projected to generate an average of one
light venhicle trip per week, which is considered negligible. It is therefore unlikely to have
any material impact on the operation of the surrounding road network.

During construction there will be slightly higher volumes of traffic generated for an isolated
period of time. Nonetheless, it is anticipated that less than 10 vehicle movements will
occur in any one hour. In line with the WAPC Transport Impact Assessment Guidelines, Vol.
4 — Individual Developments, this volume qualifies as a ‘low impact’ on the surrounding
network.

The intersection of Great Eastern Highway and O’Connor Street is expected to handle the
additional projected traffic effectively. The WAPC guidelines specify that "any intersection
would generally be considered to be materially affected if flows on any leg increase by
more than 10% or any individual movement by 20%." Given the comparatively low volume
of traffic generated by the development, the forecasted peak traffic increase is expected
to fall below these thresholds, resulting in no material impact to the intersection.

In summary, the surrounding road network and access points are appropriately equipped
to manage this level of traffic, supporting efficient and safe traffic flow within the area.
Parking Demand and Supply Requirements

There is sufficient space available so that all parking for operational needs can occur on
Site.

Safe Vehicle Manoeuvres

Swept paths of vehicle movements were simulated and assessed, and illustrations are
shown in Appendix C. In all cases vehicles can safely access and manoeuvre while
operating in forward gear.

Pedestrian, Cycling and Public Transport Use

The Site is not well serviced by public transport, pedestrian or cycling facilities. The areais a
regional farming area and therefore there are limited facilities available. The Site will have

1 May 2025 © Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025 (NECICA
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a very low staff and contractor visitation rate, and all will access the site by car/utility post
construction.

Conclusions

Based on the findings of our assessment, it is concluded that the proposed design for the
Site fully satisfies the requirements for safe vehicular access and parking, and it is forecast
to have negligible traffic impact on the surrounding road network.

Trucks are able to safely access the Site during construction, and during the operational
phase only two light vehicles will visit the Site on average every fortnight to conduct
general maintenance and call outs. Swept path simulations both within the Site and on
the adjacent road network illustrate sufficient space for manoeuvrability including
stopping and turning.

| trust our professional advice satisfies your requirements. If you have any questions, then
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

PETER DAMEN
Managing Director
Level 5 Design Pty Ltd

Web: LevelSdesign.com.au
Connect with us on: Linkedin
Inspiring Innovation in Transport

1 May 2025 © Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025 RYLSTAY
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Appendix A: Proposed Site Layout
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Appendix B: Typical Site Elevations
! =6m =2.4m
b b ) ! £ s
= ¥
(=T,
|
gt |5 +£
“Tac ’INDE'IAIL . . &L gkt 2 I
. ; . © DESIGN |.- ,° %o+ ..., TBCINDETAL[ "%
FRONT VIEW SIDE VIEW
[ - ]
aTalala - o Tala ~Ta = _I
§
?.
E =
TOP VIEW TYPICAL ENERGY STORAGE CONTAINER
S S e I - ~30.
= - AN w7 v A
ACENERGY PTY LTD = - -
T A5 MOKCATID. [ lf ______ e
ENERGY STORAGE CONT AINE R ELEVATIONS i Torarar 1'

© Level 5 Design Pty Ltd 2025

1 May 2025
LYSIATAY



Appendix C: Swept Paths
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Swept Paths B?9 Car Site Entry and Exit to Abattoir Rd
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Swept Paths - 27.5 m B-Double Access Abattoir Rd
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Appendix D: MRWA Rural Driveway Requirements
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Report 10.00875R-01

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Acoustics Consultants Australia (ACA) has been appointed to provide acoustic consultancy services
for a proposed battery energy storage system (BESS) site located at Lot 12 on Plan 21792 Abattoir
Road, Merredin, WA 6415.

The proposal is located in a section of the lot that is approximately 6,500 m? in area. The BESS area
comprises 8 containerised CATL EnerX 0.25P BESS units and two Ingecon battery inverter (MVPS)
units for a 10 MW/40 MWh (4-hour storage configuration).

The Shire of Merredin has requested an acoustic report as part of the site’s planning application in
order to satisfy the requirements of the WA Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997
(EPNR). ACA conducted a noise modelling assessment of the proposed site operations, in
accordance with the EPNR, which identified the BESS and MVPS units’ ventilation/cooling systems
as the dominant noise source for the proposal. The manufacturers provided tested noise data with
various mechanical cooling duty cycle modes (percentages), where 20% duty cycle would present
the quietest noise emissions and 80% would generate the loudest mode.

The land around the project site is generally ‘Rural Residential’ with industrial use land within 250 m
northwest of the site. Nine representative noise sensitive receivers were identified around the project
site, including six rural residential dwellings (highly sensitive), a Western Power site and a Watercorp
site (industrial). Noise criteria were calculated in accordance with the EPNR for each receiver type
and the assigned noise levels were determined. It is noted that lots of vacant land are available around
the site and this assessment comments on potential noise impacts on such lots should residential
development is considered in the future.

A three-dimensional model was developed to predict noise levels at all nearby external receivers and
consequently assess the predictions against the applicable noise criteria. Unit noise emission
characteristics such as tonality and directivity, as well as meteorological and topographical conditions
were considered.

The assessment results indicate:

e Compliance with the EPNR assigned noise levels at all industrial receivers, for all periods of
the day with maximum duty cycle operation mode.

¢ Compliance with the EPNR assigned noise levels at all highly sensitive receivers:
o Running at maximum duty cycle for all days between 7am and 10pm; and

o Running at a reduced duty cycle for periods between 10pm and 7am the following day
(or 9am for Sundays or public holidays),

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
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e With noise barriers 2.8 m high built around the BESS and MVPS compound, the predictions
indicate compliance with the EPNR assigned noise levels at adjacent lots, should future
residential development take place on such lots.

It is noted that the operation of the BESS and MVPS units, running at maximum duty cycle, either
after 10pm or before 7am, is highly unlikely as temperatures in the project area would drop by at least
10 degrees Celsius during night-time in the worst-case scenario (winter). This means that maximum
duty cycle ventilation of the units during night-time is unreasonable to assume. Thus, a 40%-50% duty
cycle has been adopted in this assessment as a reasonable operational assumption.

As an overall note regarding compliance with EPNR, it is recommended that the following measures
are applied:

e Where the BESS and MVPS units are required to operate during night-time, the units shall
be programmed to limit the duty cycle to 40-50% between 10pm and 7am (or 9am on Sundays
and public holidays), provided that the limiting does not affect performance of the unit;

e A 2.8m high noise barrier would prevent exceedances on potential future development within
vacant adjacent rural lots. Details are further developed in the report;

Numerical noise assessment is presented in Table 6 of the report and noise modelling contours are
presented in Appendix B.

Where recommendations and assumptions adopted in this report are thoroughly followed, full
compliance with the EPNR assigned noise levels is expected from the proposed BESS facility.

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
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ACA has been commissioned to undertake an environmental noise assessment for a proposed
battery energy storage system (BESS) site located at Lot 12 on Plan 21792 Abattoir Road, Merredin,
WA 6415.

The proposal is a battery energy storage system (BESS). The BESS comprises 8 containerised CATL
EnerX 0.25P BESS units and two Medium Voltage Power Stations (MVPS) Ingecon battery inverter
units fora 10 MW/40 MWh (4-hour storage configuration). The site will also feature a switchyard and
associated ancillary spaces.

Noise associated with the new BESS and MVPS units has been identified as a potential source of
impact to nearby noise sensitive receivers. The site is within close proximity to a number of rural
residential premises.

The Shire of Merredin requires an acoustic report as part of the project’s planning application. Noise
emissions associated with the new BESS and MVPS units has been determined to quantify their
potential impact.

The acoustic report shall include the assessment of noise emissions generated by the site operations
in accordance with the EPNR.

The key stages of the noise assessment detailed in this report are as follows:

e Identification of the primary sources of noise associated with the project proposal and the
nearest noise sensitive receivers;

e Noise assessment conducted based on a three-dimensional noise prediction model; and
e Noise mitigation measures identified and detailed to minimise potential impacts.

The methodology and standards used to conduct the assessment, as well as the numerical
assessment results are presented in the following sections of this report.

Acoustic terms used in this report are defined in the Glossary of Appendix A.

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
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2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Shire of Merredin requires an acoustic report as part of the site’s planning application in order to
satisfy the statutory requirements. The purpose of the acoustic report is to address environmental
noise emissions associated with the addition of eight BESS and two MVPS units and its potential
impact on nearby noise sensitive premises.

2.1. Location

The site is located in the South West Merredin locality within an area primarily of rural nature. The
site is immediately bound by undeveloped land to the south, east and north, a Western Power and
WaterCorp facilities are located to the west and further north railway stow roads and industrial land.

2.2. Nosie Sensitive Receivers

The nearest identified noise sensitive receivers are existing residential dwellings mainly to the east
and south. Some of the dwellings have been identified by the developer as ‘disused’, nonetheless,
assessment has been carried out taking into consideration such dwellings. Figure 1 presents an
annotated aerial view of the site in relation to the nearest sensitive receivers and wider site context.

Figure 1 Site location and nearest identified noise sensitive receivers

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
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Details of the nearest identified noise sensitive receivers are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 Nearest identified noise sensitive receivers

Noise sensitive receiver  Receiver details / EPNR classification =
R1 Residential dwelling / Noise sensitive premises: highly sensitive area
'R'2 N | " Residénfiai dQ.véII'ihg / Noise sénéitive premises: highly sensitive érea.

i R3 ' Residential dwellving"i Noise sensitive premises: highly sensitive area
R4 | Corﬁmercial | | | |
R5 Indu"st}ialm(Western Power)

" R6  Industrial (Water Corp)

| R7 Commercial u
R8 Con".lmer:ciali

Should noise be controlled to minimise impacts at the receivers listed above, it is considered that
levels would also be suitably controlled at receivers further away due to increased distance
attenuation and shielding from other buildings.

The project proposal comprises a battery energy storage system site and associated ancillary
equipment. The BESS area comprises eight containerised CATL EnerX 0.25P BESS units and two
Ingecon battery inverter (MVPS) units fora 10 MW/40 MWh (4-hour storage configuration).

Noise emissions produced by all the units depend largely on the duty cycle required by their cooling
systems. The CATL EnerX 0.25P BESS units also have an option for further sound reduction ‘Sound
Cover’, which reduces approximately 5 dB of noise breakout.

Figure 2a presents the site plan of the development and Figure 2b presents the proposed BASS and
MVPS units.

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
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Figure 2a Overall plant layout (Drawing no. SIPL-BD-SAT-DWG-0002 version 03 28/01/2025)
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Figure 2b BESS: CATL EnerC +306 (Left) / MVPS: Ingecon C690 (Right)

ACA understands the BESS units operate continuously, and therefore, the hours of operation will fall
within the day and night-time period as defined by the EPNR Noise Regulations (Section 3).

2.4. Operational Scenarios

The BESS unit's thermal system fans can operate at various duty cycles A worst-case noise level
pertains to the maximum thermal system operation i.e. rated at 79.5%. The duty cycles will alternate
based on ambient temperature i.e. a lower duty cycle is expected during the night-time period when
the ambient temperature decreases.

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au
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Scenario 1: The following ‘Night-time’ operational scenario has been considered for assessment
purposes:

e Noise emissions generated by all BESS units operating simultaneously at ‘medium’ (50%)
duty cycle.

¢ Noise emissions generated by all MVPS units operating simultaneously at ‘medium’ (CONF 1
setting, 50% generation, 50% fans) duty cycle.

Scenario 2: Worst-case ‘Daytime’ operational scenario has been considered:

e Noise emissions generated by all BESS units operating simultaneously at a ‘maximum’
(79.5%) duty cycle.

e Noise emissions generated by all MVPS units operating simultaneously at a ‘maximum’
(CONF 4 setting, 100% generation, 100% fans) duty cycle.

Further, an iteration of the scenarios described above has been tested with and without noise barriers

as defined in Figure 3. The noise barriers tested are 2.8 m high and with either a minimum surface
density of 20 kg/m? or certified for a sound reduction index of Rw 30 dB.

Figure 3 Noise barriers

ISR
f
H

e s=ssesse . h‘.z::::::1:1:.1:3:::::1::%

1 Bm
bbb LA L

BESS units will operate continuously over all periods, the above scenarios will be assessed under
the Laio metric.

Long-term wind statistics data for a location nearest to the site (Merredin) was extracted from the
BOM website. Wind roses are presented in Figure 4.

10
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Figure 4 Wind roses (annual): Merredin
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The wind roses presented in Figure 4 infer the following prevailing wind conditions:

e Morning wind is predominantly north-easterly with wind speeds less than 20 km/h observed
20-30 % of the time.

o Afternoon wind is predominantly southerly and south-westerly, with wind speeds less than
20 km/h observed 50 % of the time (southerly).

For distances of 250 m to 1 km (i.e. between source and receiver) typically a 2 dB increase can be
applied. For noise assessment purposes, considering the sensitive receivers are located all around
the site, a correction of + 2 dB will be applied to assessment results to account for downwind
conditions.

In all cases, the following are also considered:

e Temperature 10 °C
¢ Relative Humidity 70%

Precipitation has a negligible effect on noise propagation. Inversions may occur during the night-time
period i.e the air at a higher level is warmer than ground level. This can give the effect of noise
‘carrying’ over distance. Therefore, noise levels during the night-time at noise sensitive premises may
be slightly higher than predicted for further receiver. During the daytime, a ‘lapse’ condition may occur,
whereby the air is warmer near the earth’s surface but gets cooler at higher altitude. At a certain
distance, sound waves can bend upwards, thereby reducing noise levels. Therefore, predicted noise
levels during the daytime at noise sensitive premises may be slightly lower than predicted.

11
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Criteria have been detemmined in accordance with the Western Australia Environmental Protection
(Noise) Regulations 1997 (EPNR).

Noise emissions from commercial/industrial premises received at nearby sensitive receivers are
covered by state noise policy in the form of the EPNR. To achieve compliance with this policy, noise
levels at nearby receivers are not to exceed defined limits. These limits are determined from
consideration of prevailing background noise levels and ‘influencing factors’ that consider the level of
commercial and industrial zoning in the locality.

The influencing factor considers zoning and road traffic volumes surrounding the sensitive receiver of
interest, within 100 m and 450 m radii. Given the rural setting of the locality, the influencing factor
calculated and nominated for highly sensitive receivers in this project is 0 dB. Therefore, no
adjustment has been made to the baseline WA EPNR assigned noise levels. A summary of the
applicable outdoor noise criteria is provided in the following table.

Table 2 WA EPNR Assigned Noise Levels
Type of premises receiving Timeofday ~ Assigned Level (dB)
Noise Lo IR S  Lan Las _:_Léma) :
- Noise sensitive premises: - 0700 to 1900 hours 45 55 65
. highly sensitive area * Monday to Saturday ‘ f ‘

0900 to 1900 hours 40 50 65

: Sunday and public holidays

1900 to 2200 hours 40 50 55

All days

2200 hours on any day to 0700 hours 35 45 55

Monday to Saturday and
0900 hours Sunday and public holidays
i Noise sensitive premises: All hours 60 75 80

i any area other than highly
i sensitive area

Commercialpremises  Alhows 60 75 80

Industriat-premisestother

than Kwinana Industrial All hours 65 80 90
: Area)

A series of adjustments must be added to the noise source levels if noise received at nearby sensitive
premises cannot reasonably be free of intrusive characteristics of tonality, modulation and
impulsiveness, and the adjusted level must comply with the assigned level. Definition of these terms
(tonality, modulation and impulsiveness) can be read from Regulation 9(1) of the EPNR. Table 3
summarises the adjustments, as defined by the Regulations.

12
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Table 3 Noise character adjustments

+5dB +5dB +10dB - +10dB +15dB

From review of the noise data provided by the BESS and MVPS manufacturers, it was found that both
units are tonal and 5 dB noise character adjustment will be applicable for all noise emissions from the
project. Conversely, for assessment purposes, this noise study has been conducted with assigned
noise levels 5 dB more stringent than those of Table 2 to allow for the tonal noise sources.

13
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The assessment has been conducted based on the following steps:

e A review of the product documentation, product sound data information and plant layout
drawing to determine noise source location, sound power levels, noise directivity etc;

e 3D computer-aided noise modelling to predict resulting levels at nearby extemnal receivers;
and

e Assessment of predictions against the applicable noise criteria.

ACA reviewed the product sound data documentation’, which details the measurement methodology
and resulting noise levels. All noise level testing was conducted in accordance with ISO3744.

The following chart summarises the measured sound power level of the unit “with sound cover”.

Figure 5 Sound Power Levels for various duty cycle % — BESS

Sound Power Level (3m, with Sound Cover)

80.0

SWLdB(A)

100
Q 9 .9 O O & O © ) N O O O O O O 0
PPy PSP ISP P EILELLPF LIPS
Frequency Octave (Hz)

—a—20% 350rpm —8—30% 520rpm —8—40% 690rpm ——50% 870rpm —e—60% 1040rpm —e— 70% 1210rpm 79.5% 1380rpm

Third octave band sound power levels corresponding to the relevant duty cycle (i.e. 79.5% and 50%)
have been inputted into the model.

1 BESS: CATL Test Report, No CAIT-VI-240659-E, Version 1.0, dated, 31/08/2024
MVPS: Ingecon Sun 3Power C Series Acoustic Emission, dated 12/03/2024

14

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
Suite 25/ 443 Albany Highway * Victoria Park, WA 6100



acoustics consultants

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM, MERREDIN

ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE ASSESSMENT

Noise data for the MVPS unit, extracted from the manufacturer testing documentation, is summarised

below.
Figure 6 Sound Power Levels for various configurations — MVPS
Configuration Sound level at 2 m Sound level at 5 m Sound level at 10 m
g (dBA) (dBA) (dBA)
Configuration 1 63.7 55.7 49.7
Configuration 2 67.7 59.7 53.7
Configuration 3 707 62.7 §6.7
Configuration 4 71.0 63.0 57.0

90.0

80.0 -

70.0

Sound Level dB

50.0 +

40.0
25 315 40 S0 63 80 100 125 160 200 250 315 400 500 630 800 1k 1.25%k L6k 2k 2.5k 315k 4k Sk 6.3k Sk 10k
1/30ctave Band Centre Frequency (Hz)

=——=MVPS - CONF1 =——MVPS-CONF2 =——MVPS-CONF3 =——=MVPS - CONF 4

The BESS containers and MVPS units assessed in this report are based on preliminary product
specifications. Should final equipment selections vary prior to construction, these will need to be
confirmed with the acoustic consultant to ensure that the operational noise levels remain consistent
with the outcomes presented in this assessment.

Geometry from the site and surroundings, surfaces, existing buildings, barriers and sound sources
from the site were modelled using internationally recognised noise prediction algorithms. A three-
dimensional noise model was developed using SoundPLAN Essential V5.1. An adaptation of the

15
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algorithm contained within ISO 9613:1996 Acoustics — Attenuation of sound during propagation
outdoors was used in this instance?.

The following items are considered:
e Three-dimensional location, height and orientation;

e shielding/reflection effects due to surrounding structures (such as awnings, parapets and
roofs);

e meteorological/thermal effects; and
e ground absorption has been set at 0.5 (0 meaning reflective and 1 being absorptive).

Figure 7 presents 3D imagery of the noise model, including the point of assessment (receivers) and
the key noise generating sources.

Figure 7 3D imagery of noise model

2 |SO 9613-2:1996 has since been superseded by 1ISO 9613-2:2024, however, SoundPLAN Essential V5.1 utilises the
former.

16
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The noise modelling scenario described in Section 2.4 is:

50% duty cycle (Latoassessment).

» lteration 1: Scenario 1 — No noise barrier

» lteration 2: Scenario 1A - Including noise barrier

» lIteration 1: Scenario 1 — No noise barrier

» lteration 2: Scenario 1A - Including noise barrier

Scenario 1 — ‘Night-time’: Noise emissions generated by all units operating simultaneously at

Scenario 2A - ‘Daytime’. Noise emissions generated by all BESS units operating
simultaneously at maximum duty cycle (Laig assessment).

Noise contour maps have been generated in SoundPLAN Essential V5.1 and are presented in
Appendix B. The results from the noise model at the extemnal receivers are presented in Table 4. A
wind correction of + 2 dB has also been applied.

Table 4
Receiver
Scenario 1:
 Night-time
 without barriers
R1 - <20dB
ot o
R3 3248
R4 <20dB
RS  <20dB
R6 - <20dB
R7 <20dB
oy T

Receiver noise level predictions

Predicted Noise Levels (Lato)

Scenario 1A:
Night-time
with barriers

 <20dB
SIS
27dB

<20 dB
<20dB

- <20dB

ol A

<20dB

Scenario 2: |

- Daytime
~without barriers

<20dB ﬂ
' <20dR

38 dB
22 dB
24 dB
24 dB
20 dB

- 22dB

~ Scenario 2A“:
- Daytime
- with barriers

<20dB

 35dE

<20dB

26 dB

26 dB

KX N
2>d8

The results presented above have been assessed against the EPNR calculated assigned noise level
criteria (Section 3) and are presented in Table 5. These are for the scenarios with noise barriers.

It is considered that the noise prediction results are representative of a ‘worst case’ scenario and it is
expected that in reality, noise levels would typically be less than that predicted for the majority of
receivers.

(08) 6186 4122
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Table 5

‘Scenario

| ‘Daytime’
Between

- 0700 to 2200

hours

Night-time

Between
2200 hours
to 0700
house any

. day, or

- 0900 hours
Sunday and
public

i holidays

R1

- R7

Assessment of results

Receiver

" receiver (dB)

A

2
R3
R4
R5
R6

R8
R1
R2
R3

Lato < 20 dB
Lao <20 dB

Latwo 35

Lao<20dB

Laio 26 dB

Laio 26 dB
Laio 23 dB

Laio 25 dB

Lato <20 dB
Laio < 20 dB

Laio 27 dB
Laio<20dB

- Lato<20dB
Lato <20 dB

Laio <20 dB

i Lain<20dB

" Resultant noise at Worst-case adjusted

" noise criterion (dB)

Lato 35

La1o 30

Difference (dB)

The assessment results indicate full compliance of the EPNR when operational conditions are
adjusted to the basis of this noise study.

It is noted that the assessment considers reasonably worst-case operational conditions. The
developer, as appropriate and based on final design and manufacturer capability, will be required to

implement the following noise mitigation measures:

e Treating the source:

» Adjustment of cooling system loads or operational settings. It is understood there is
the ability to firmware-limit the fan duty cycle to mitigate the effects of noise, as long
as the limiting does not affect performance of the unit. It is recommended that the units
are limited up to the 50% duty cycle during the night-time in order to achieve
compliance with the EPNR; and

» Use of manufacturer-supplied noise reduction kits or acoustic treatment solutions.

(08) 6186 4122
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e Treating the path:

Installation of noise walls. A 2.8 m high noise barrier with a minimum surface density of
20 kg/m? has been considered for full compliance conditions at all noise sensitive dwellings
and receivers and within all vacant lots with potential to be developed as residential in the
future.

For the majority of the time, noise emitted by the BESS and MVPS unit(s) would be much lower. The
above measures will be confirmed and incorporated into the final project design to maintain
compliance with relevant noise criteria.

The noise contours of Scenarios 1A and 2A shown in Appendix B provide noise predictions at
surrounding land; it is observed that, with noise barriers in place, noise levels at the boundary of the
adjacent lots to the north, east and south are within the adjusted/worst-case Laio 30 dB mark for night-
time and Laio 35 dB mark for daytime, and thus, compliant with the EPNR requirements.

Further, Scenario 1 noise contours (Appendix B) show the effect of no barriers, where a zone of
compliance for worst-case night-time is delimited by the 30-32 dB contour zone. It should be noted
that this zone applies in the presence of a highly sensitive buildings (a residential dwelling) and this
zone does not apply for extended outdoor areas of residential lots or non-habitable buildings such as
sheds or the like.
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1 Sound Level or Noise Level

Sound consists of minute fluctuations in atmospheric pressure capable of evoking the sense of hearing. Noise is often used
to refer to unwanted sound.

The human ear responds to changes in sound pressure over a very wide range. The loudest sound pressure to which the
human ear responds is ten million times greater than the softest. The decibel (abbreviated as dB) scale reduces this ratio to
a more manageable range by using logarithms.

The symbols SPL, L or Lp are commonly used to represent Sound Pressure Level.

The symbol La represents A-weighted Sound Pressure Level. The standard reference unit for Sound Pressure Levels
expressed in decibels is 2 x 10°° Pa.

2 “A” Weighted Sound Levels

The overall level of a sound is usually expressed in terms of dB(A), which is measured using a sound level meter with an “A-
weighting” filter. This is an electronic filter with a frequency response corresponding approximately to that of human hearing.

People’s hearing is most sensitive to sounds at mid frequencies (500 Hz to 4000 Hz), and less sensitive at lower and higher
frequencies. Thus, the level of a sound in dB(A) is a good measure of the loudness of that sound. Different sources having
the same dB(A) level generally sound about equally loud.

Achangeof 1 dB or 2 dB in the level of a sound is difficult for most people to detect, whilst a 3 dB to 5 dB change corresponds
to a small but noticeable change in loudness. A 10 dB(A) change corresponds to an approximate doubling or halving in
loudness. The table below lists examples of typical noise levels:

Typical noise levels and subjective scale

Sound Pressure Level Noise Source Subjective Evaluation
dB(A) :

| 130 Threshold of pain Intolerable
120  Heavyrockconcet ~ Extremelyloud
110 Grinding on steel
100 Loud carhorn at 3 m Very loud
50 Construction site with pneumatic hammering
80 Kerbs|de ofbuSystreet e s o
70 Loud radio or television
60 Departmentstore Moderate to quiet
50 GeneralOff[ce
40 Ihéide privaté' officé o o Quiet to very quiet
30 I.ns.idé bédroom .
= Recordlng e

Other weightings (e.g. B, C and D) are less commonly used than A-weighting in environmental acoustics. Sound Levels
measured without any weighting are referred to as “linear” and the units are expressed as dB(Lin) or dB.

22

(08) 6186 4122 perth@acousticsconsultants.com.au Report 10.00875R-01
Suite 25/ 443 Albany Highway * Victoria Park, WA 6100



acoustics consultants

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM, MERREDIN
ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE ASSESSMENT

3 Sound Power Level

The Sound Power of a source is the rate at which it emits acoustic energy. As with Sound Pressure Levels, Sound Power
Levels are expressed in decibel units, and these may be identified by the symbols SWL or Lw. The Sound Power definitions
expressed in dB are typically referenced to the acoustic energy unit 1012 W.

4 Statistical Noise Levels

Sounds that vary in level over time, such as road traffic noise and most community noise, are commonly described in terms
of the statistical exceedance levels Lan, Where Lan is the A-weighted sound pressure level exceeded for N% of a given
measurement period. For example, the Las is the noise level exceeded for 1% of the time, La1o the noise exceeded for 10% of
the time.

The following figure presents a hypothetical 15-minute noise survey, illustrating various common statistical indices of interest.

55

50 1

45

40

<]

Sound Pressure Level (dBA)

30 +

25 +
00:00 05:00 10.00 15:00

Monitoring or Survey Period (minutes)

Of particular relevance, are:

Las The noise level exceeded for 1% of the 15-minute interval.

Lato The noise level exceeded for 10% of the 15-minute interval. This is commonly referred to as the average maximum
noise level.

Laso The noise level exceeded for 90% of the sample period. This noise level is described as the average minimum

background sound level (in the absence of the source under consideration), or simply the background level.

Laeq The A-weighted equivalent noise level (basically the average noise level). It is defined as the steady sound level
that contains the same amount of acoustical energy as the corresponding time-varying sound.

When dealing with numerous days of statistical noise data, it is sometimes necessary to define the typical noise levels at a
given monitoring location for a particular time of day. Standardised methods are available for determining these representative
levels. Different jurisdictions would choose to define their own preferred Standard.
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Night-time compliance zone

Proposed Distribution BESS

ACEnergy Pty Ltd
Abattoir Rd, Merredin

Predicted Environmental
Noise Emissions

SCENARIO 1

J:\01 PER\02 MODELLING\JOBS SOUNDPLAN\
10.00875 BESS Merredin\BESS Merredin ENA V151

Project No: 10.00875
Consultant: MdM
Date: 17/04/2025

SCENARIO 1: Night-time
-Active sound sources:
MVPS x 2 units (Configuration 1, running 50% fans)
BESS x 8 units (Running 40% with sound cover)
-Ground (alpha = 0.5)
-Metereological conditions:
T=10deg/RH =70%
Noise contours @ 1.5 above the ground
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Proposed Distribution BESS
ACEnergy Pty Ltd
Abattoir Rd, Merredin

Predicted Environmental
Noise Emissions

SCENARIO 1A

J:\01 PER\02 MODELLING\JOBS SOUNDPLAN\
10.00875 BESS Merredin\BESS Merredin ENA V1S1A

Project No: 10.00875
Consultant: MdM
Date: 17/04/2025

SCENARIO 1A: Night-time with 2.8m Noise Barriers
-Active sound sources:
MVPS x 2 units (Configuration 1, running 50% fans)
BESS x 8 units (Running 40% with sound cover)
-Ground (alpha = 0.5)
u--um,,,..um-m,,m" y —— -Metereological conditions:
'~ T =10deg /RH = 70%
Noise contours @ 1.5 above the ground
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Proposed Distribution BESS

ACEnergy Pty Ltd
Abattoir Rd, Merredin

Predicted Environmental
Noise Emissions

SCENARIO 2

J:\01 PER\02 MODELLING\JOBS SOUNDPLAN\
10.00875 BESS Merredin\BESS Merredin ENA V152

Project No: 10.00875

: Consultant: MdM

Date: 01/05/2025

SCENARIO 2: Daytime
-Active sound sources:
MVPS x 2 units (Configuration 3, running 100% fans)
BESS x 8 units (Running 80% with sound cover)
-Ground (alpha = 0.5)
-Metereological conditions:
T =30deg /RH =50%

¥ Noise contours @ 1.5 above the ground
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Daytime compliance zone

Proposed Distribution BESS
ACEnergy Pty Ltd
Abattoir Rd, Merredin

Predicted Environmental
Noise Emissions

SCENARIO 2A

J:\01 PER\02 MODELLING\JOBS SOUNDPLAN\
10.00875 BESS Merredin\BESS Merredin ENA V1S2A

Project No: 10.00875
Consultant: MdM
Date: 17/04/2025

SCENARIO 2A: Daytime with 2.8m Noise Barriers
-Active sound sources:
MVPS x 2 units (Configuration 3, running 100% fans)
BESS x 8 units (Running 80% with sound cover)
-Ground (alpha = 0.5)
-Metereological conditions:
T =30deg /RH = 50%
Noise contours @ 1.5 above the ground
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(08) 6162 8980
PO Box 437, Leederville, WA 6903
enquiries@westenv.com.au

Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) Assessment Report

Site details

Address: Lot on P021792 12
Suburb: Merredin State: Western Australia
Local Government Area: Shire of Merredin

Description of Building Works: Construction of a Battery Energy Storage System

Report details

Project number A25.098 Report version 0
Report date 13/05/2025
Daniel Panickar
Bridie Farrar BPAD L3 37802
Author Bushfire Consultant Review * BPAD
Q Bushfue
s v
briv

Site Context

Acenergy Pty Ltd. are seeking to progress a Development Application (DA) to support the development of a
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) on a portion of Lot on P021792 12, which is being leased to Acenergy
by the landholder (hereafter referred to as the subject site; Figure 1).

The subject site is not within a designated bushfire prone area on the Western Australia Map of Bush Fire
Prone Areas (DFES, 2024); however, the Shire of Merredin (the Shire) have requested a bushfire risk
assessment be undertaken to support the development. Given the short timeframe for preparation and
lodgement of the DA, Western Environmental Approvals Pty Ltd (WEPL) have been engaged to undertake
this assessment, with a focus on the appropriate siting of proposed assets. WEPL have prepared this Bushfire
Attack Level (BAL) report as a preliminary bushfire assessment in lieu of a full Bushfire Management Plan
(BMP). A BMP and assessment against the Country Fire Authority’s (CFA) Design Guidelines and Model
Requirements for Renewable Energy Facilities Version 4 (the CFA Guidelines; 2023) will be prepared, if

requested as a condition of development approval by the Shire.
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Due to the short timeframe associated with DA lodgement, a preliminary desktop assessment of the BESS
was undertaken for the purpose of determining the BAL in accordance with Australian Standard AS 3959:
2018 Construction of Buildings in Bushfire Prone Areas (AS 3959: 2018; SA, 2018) Simplified Procedure
(Method 1). A detailed site assessment will be undertaken in the event that the Shire requests a BMP be

prepared as a condition of development approval.

A Method 2 Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) calculation has also been undertaken in line with the methodology
setoutin AS 3959: 2018 (SA, 2018) to ensure that the proposed assets will be sited in areas where the radiant
heat flux from a potential bushfire will not exceed 10 kW/m? (see Appendix A for calculations). Required
separation distances between proposed assets and each Plot in this BAL assessment were calculated, with
the resulting setback distances adopted as vegetation management areas required for the site. The Method 2
BAL calculations were undertaken solely to determine the setback required to achieve the required radiant

heat flux.

The 10 kW/m? radiant heat flux threshold is widely adopted as being sufficient to significantly reduce the risk
of radiant heat from the surrounding vegetation igniting the proposed assets within the site, in line with
general guidance in the CFA Guidelines. Ultimately, this also implies that the resultant separation distances
between the proposed BESS and classified vegetation will reduce the likelihood of bushfire ignition resulting
from the functioning of the BESS. The separation distances prescribed around these assets is 22 m in width
as a minimum, well exceeding the 10 m recommended by the Western Australian Planning Commission
(WAPC) for Renewable Energy Facilities in Bushfire Prone Areas (Position Statement: Renewable energy
facilities; Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage; WAPC; 2020).

Vegetation Classification

All vegetation within 100 m of the BESS was classified in accordance with Clause 2.2.3 of AS 3959: 2018 based
on publicly available aerial imagery and Google Streetview imagery. Each distinguishable vegetation class

with the potential to determine the BAL is identified in Table 1 and presented in Figure 2.

A portion of vegetation which directly abuts the subject site has been excluded as low-threat vegetation.
This vegetation will be managed in perpetuity to ensure that the radiant heat flux exposure for the renewable
energy assets does not exceed 10 kW/m? at a flame temperature of 1090 K. The landholder agreement

confirming this arrangement is contained within Appendix B.

Table 1: Vegetation Classification

Plot | Vegetation classification Effective slope

1 Class G Grassland Downslope >0 to 5 degrees

2 Class G Grassland All upslopes and flat land (O degrees)
3 Excluded - clause 2.2.3.2 (e) -

4 Excluded - clause 2.2.3.2 (f) -
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Figure 1: Site Overview
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Figure 2: Vegetation Classification

PROJECT/REPORT NAME

m | Bushfire Attack Level Report
Merredin BESS

SHEETITE

A3 COLOUR Acenergy Pty Ltd
COORTINATE REFERENCE SYSTEM PROJECT NUMBER
GDA2020 / MGA zone 50 A25.098
DATA SOURCE DRAWN BY / REVEWED &Y

LA NG5 AT FAERAL MAGERY SM/BF

G:\GIS\Project Data\2025\A25.098\3. Projects\A25.098_BAL qgz

OWE

6/5/2025

Legend

] Subject Site
(2] suffer 100m

—__} Buffer 150m

2m Contours (DPIRD-072)
— 2m

— 10m

[\ \] Vegetation to be maintained
to a low-threat state

Vegetation Classification

(] class G - Grassland

I Excluded AS 3959: 2018 2.2.3.2 ()
(] Excluded AS 3959: 2018 2.2.3.2 (f)

Excluded AS

WESTERN

ENVIRONMENTAL

Westom Emdroomotal Pty Lid
0862442310 | emulries Purrnomar
Laval 325 Prows® 52, West Parth WA 6005
‘wethenv.com -

H
<
°
3
<
c
&
2
a
=
)
<
=
®
]
c
5
°
<]
2
"
g
B
Z

w ayy J0) Ajjiqisuodsas Aue p Ju3(|) ay) "wawaBedua jo swid) a M 3JUBPIGIIL U| pue pa

u3WIN3op S|yl Jo

pue p=udisag




Relevant Fire Danger Index
The Fire Danger Index for this site has been determined in accordance with Table 2.1 of AS 3959: 2018 and

is presented in Table 2.

Table 2: Fire Danger Index (FDI)

Relevant Fire Danger Index

FDI 400 FDIS0 O FDI 80 v FDI 100 O
Table 2.4.5 Table 2.4.4 Table 2.4.3 Table 2.4.2

Potential Bushfire Impacts

The potential bushfire impact to the site / proposed development from each of the identified vegetation

plots are identified below in Table 3.

Appendix A contains the Method 2 BAL assessment calculations, using a flame temperature of 1090 K.

Table 3: Method 1 BAL Calculation (BAL Contours)

Separation distances required (m)

Vegetation Effective

2
classification | slope ] 10 kW/m
BAL-12.5 @ 1090 K
Downslope
Class G
1 ass >0to 5 <7 7-<9  9-<14 14-<20 20-<50 25
Grassland
degrees
All upslopes
Class G
2 ass andflatland <6  6-<8 8-<12 12-<17 17-<50 22
Grassland
(0 degrees)
Excluded -
3 clause - No separation distances required - BAL-LOW
2.2.3.2 (e)
Excluded -
4 clause z No separation distances required - BAL-LOW
2.2.3.2 (f)

Determined Bushfire Attack Level (BAL)

The determined Bushfire Attack Level (highest BAL) for the proposed works has been determined in
accordance with Clause 2.2.6 of AS 3959: 2018 relevant data from the site assessment shown in Figure 3 and
Table 4.

Following the clearing of the site and Vegetation Management Area for development, and maintenance of
these areas as non-vegetated areas or low threat vegetation, all batteries and Medium Voltage Power

Stations (MVPS) will be sited in areas with a radiant heat flux not exceeding 10 kW/m? as depicted in Figure 3.
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Table 4: BAL Assessment Summary

Proposed

Building/Asset

Plot Most Affecting BAL
Rating

Separation
Distance

BAL Rating

Battery 1
Battery 2
Battery 3
Battery 4
Battery 5
Battery 6
Battery 7
Battery 8
MVPS 1

MVPS 2

Plot 1

Plot 1

Plot 2

Plot 2

Plot 2

Plot 2

Plot 2

Plot 2

Plot 2

Plot 2

25m

25m

23 m

22 m

23 m

22 m

23 m

22 m

22 m

22 m

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

BAL-12.5

Note: This BAL rating is based on the information current at the date of this document and is valid for 12

months.
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Figure 3: Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) contours
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Conclusion

The proposed BESS is sited appropriately to ensure that the radiant heat exposure of renewable energy assets
during a bushfire is reduced so that it does not exceed 10 kW/m? at a flame temperature of 1090 K. This
siting of renewable energy assets is also designed to reduce the potential for a fire originating from this
infrastructure to spread to surrounding vegetation, igniting a bushfire. This method is considered best

practice in Western Australia.

A full assessment of the BESS facility against the Guidelines and the CFA Guidelines will be undertaken if the
Shire requests this as a condition of development approval. The facility has the ability to meet the
requirements of each of these documents and is recommended for approval on the condition that a BMP is
prepared which includes an assessment of the facility against the CFA Guidelines to ensure a design is created

which reduces the risk to facility operators, responding firefighters and the surrounding community.
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Appendix A
Method 2 BAL Calculations
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W NBC Bushfire Attack Assessment Report V4.1

AS3959 (2018) Appendix B - Detailed Method 2

o Print Date: 6/05/2025 Assessment Date: 12/03/2025
Site Street Address: Merredin BESS,
Assessor: Daniel Panickar; Western Environmental
Local Government Area: WA Alpine Area: No

Equations Used

Transmissivity: Fuss and Hammins, 2002

Flame Length: RFS PBP, 2001/Vesta/Catchpole

Rate of Fire Spread: Noble et al., 1980

Radiant Heat: Drysdale, 1985; Sullivan et al., 2003; Tan et al., 2005
Peak Elevation of Receiver: Tan et al., 2005

Peak Flame Angle: Tan et al., 2005

Run Description: Grassland 5 degrees

Vegetation Information
Vegetation Type: Grassland

Vegetation Group: Grassland

Vegetation Slope: 5 Degrees Vegetation Slope Type: Downslope
Surface Fuel Load(t/ha): 4.5 Overall Fuel Load(t/ha): 4.5
Vegetation Height(m): O Only Applicable to Shrub/Scrub and Vesta
Site Information

Site Slope: 0 Degrees Site Slope Type: Downslope
Elevation of Receiver(m): 3 APZ/Separation(m): 25

Fire Inputs

Veg./Flame Width(m): 100 Flame Temp(K): 1090
Calculation Parameters

Flame Emissivity: 95 Relative Humidity(%): 25

Heat of Combustion(kJ/kg) 18600 Ambient Temp(K): 308
Moisture Factor: 5 FDI: 110
Program Outputs

Level of Construction: BAL 12.5 Peak Elevation of Receiver(m): 4.02
Radiant Heat(kW/m2): 9.76 Flame Angle (degrees): 79
Flame Length(m): 8.17 Maximum View Factor: 0.157
Rate Of Spread (km/h): 20.19 Inner Protection Area(m): 25
Transmissivity: 0.819 Outer Protection Area(m): 0

Fire Intensity(kW/m): 46945

BAL Thresholds
BAL-40: BAL-29: BAL-19: BAL-12.5: 10 kw/m2: Elevation of Receiver:

Asset Protection Zone(m): 7 10 14 21 34 3



Run Description: Grassland Flat
Vegetation Information

Vegetation Type: Grassland

Vegetation Group: Grassland

Vegetation Slope: 0 Degrees Vegetation Slope Type: Downslope
Surface Fuel Load(t/ha): 4.5 Overall Fuel Load(t/ha): 4.5
Vegetation Height(m): O Only Applicable to Shrub/Scrub and Vesta
Site Information

Site Slope: 0 Degrees Site Slope Type: Downslope
Elevation of Receiver(m): 3 APZ/Separation(m): 22

Fire Inputs

Veg./Flame Width(m): 100 Flame Temp(K): 1090
Calculation Parameters

Flame Emissivity: 95 Relative Humidity(%): 25

Heat of Combustion(kJ/kg) 18600 Ambient Temp(K): 308
Moisture Factor: 5 FDI: 110
Program Outputs

Level of Construction: BAL 12.5 Peak Elevation of Receiver(m): 3.38
Radiant Heat(kW/m2): 9.55 Flame Angle (degrees): 80
Flame Length(m): 6.87 Maximum View Factor: 0.152
Rate Of Spread (km/h): 14.3 Inner Protection Area(m): 22
Transmissivity: 0.827 Outer Protection Area(m): 0

Fire Intensity(kW/m): 33248

BAL Thresholds
BAL-40: BAL-29: BAL-19: BAL-12.5: 10 kw/m2: Elevation of Receiver:

Asset Protection Zone(m): 6 8 12 18 30 3

Page 2 of 2



Appendix B:
Landholder Vegetation Management
Agreement
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13/05/2025, 12:55 Mail - Jane bai - Outlook

G Outlook

RE: Merredin Distribution BESS - Vegetation Management

rrom |

Date Tue 5/13/2025 11:34 AM
To Jane bai

ron I < [

Cc  Leo Purssell

Hi Jane,
Thank you for your business cooperation.

We understand the request of Vegetation Management for the fire control. We shall let our farm leasee do it accordingly. If any
cost is required, I shall let our farm lease contact you directly.

Would iou have any queries on above please do not hesitate to contact me by E-mail _r on my mobile:

at your convenience.
Thank you and Best regards

Mike Lee (Shi Li)

Managing Director

Sunshine United Developments Pty Ltd
34 Lionel Street, Naval Base, WA 6165

From: Jane bai W

Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 222 AM

To: Mike (Shi) Lee

Subject: Fw: Merredin Distribution BESS - Vegetation Management

From: Jane bai

Sent: Tuesday, May 6, 2025 2:17 PM

To: Mike (Shi) Lee

Cc: Bai Xue; _ Ron Ik; Leo Purssell
Subject: Merredin Distribution BESS - Vegetation Management

Hi Mike,

Hope you are doing well.

As part of the Merredin BESS project on Lot 12 DP21792, we are required to implement an Asset Protection Zone (APZ) for fire
safety compliance. This includes maintaining specific vegetation conditions both within and immediately outside the project lease
area (compound).

To meet these requirements, we kindly seek your approval for ACEnergy to carry out vegetation management during the operational
stage at our own cost in the following areas outside the leased boundary:

« Up to 15 metres west of the project compound
» Up to 6 metres south of the project compound

Please refer to the area of vegetation management outside the leased boundary:

https:/loutlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQKADkxNWJImMOTIILWZmMTUINDBIMi1iODILTAXMzNjMmEXNGUxMgAQAOPzxZp%2BFgF CiSmQ6FpiYnw...  1/3



13/05/2025, 12:55 Mail - Jane bai - Outlook

The main requirement is that grass within these APZ areas must be maintained at a height of 100 mm or less at all times,
though other vegetation management conditions as set out in the attached guideline will also be followed.

We will source local suppliers to undertake this work, including Mr. and Ms. Pursell, if applicable and available.

We would be grateful for your written approval allowing ACEnergy to access and maintain these areas for the purpose of APZ
compliance throughout the life of the project. Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you would like to discuss this further or have any
concerns.

Thank you.

Best Regards,

Jane Bai | Senior Project Development Engineer

ACENERGY Pty Ltd

Level 3, 689 Burke Road, Camberwell, 3124, VIC

O: +61 3 9813 2307

W: https://www.acenergy.com.au/

ACENERGY

*Important Note: The details of any projects being developed by ACEnergy are confidential. They must not be distributed to any third party without the written
consent of ACEnergy.

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQKADKxNWJImOTIILWZmMTUtNDBiMi1iODIILTAXMzNjMmEXNGUxXxMgAQAOPzxZp%2BFgFCiSmQ6FpiYnw...  2/3



Appendix C
Additional Information / Advisory
Notes

westenvcomer S



This assessment was undertaken as per AS 3959: 2018. It is important that the current version of AS 3959,

is consulted for construction purposes.

This BAL rating is based on the information current at the date of this letter and is valid for 12 months from
the date of this letter.

Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) as set out in the Australian Standard 3959 Construction of Buildings in Bushfire-

Prone Areas (AS 3959), as referenced in the Building Code of Australia.

Bushfire Attack
Level (BAL)

BAL-LOW

BAL-12.5

BAL-29

BAL-40

Classified vegetation

within 100 m of the
site and radiant heat

flux exposure
thresholds

<12.5 kW/m?

>12.5 kW/m? <19
kW/m?

>19 kW/m?<29
kW/m?

>29 kW/m? <40
kW/m?

>40 kW/m?

Description of predicted bush fire

attack and levels of exposure

There is insufficient risk to warrant
specific construction

requirements.
Ember attack

Increasing levels of ember attack
and burning debris ignited by
windborne embers together with
increasing radiant heat flux.

Increasing levels of ember attack
and burning debris ignited by
windborne embers together with
increasing radiant heat flux

Increasing levels of ember attack
and burning debris ignited by
windborne embers together with
increasing radiant heat flux with
the increased likelihood of

exposure to flames.

Direct exposure to flames from fire
front in addition to radiant heat
flux and ember attack

Construction Section as

per AS 3959

3and5

3and 6

3and?7

3and 8

3and9

Source: “AS 3959: 2018 Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas” published by Standards Australia,

Sydney.

westenv.com.au
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O] EST. EST.
LIFE QO MATURE  MATURE
FORM £ SPECIES NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT  SPREAD POT SIZE  QUANTITY
SMALL TREES
ST ° Eucalyptus burracopensis Burracoppin Mallee 5.0 4.0 Hiko 10
ST o Hakea francisiana Emu Tree 5.0 4.0 Hiko 8
ST o Pittosporum phylliraeoides Weeping Pittosporum 5.0 4.0 Hiko 5
ST o Santalum acuminatum Quandong 4.0 4.0 Hiko 5
LARGE SHRUBS
L Acacia acuminata Raspberry Jam Wattle 3.5 3.0 Hiko 20
L Callistemon phoenicius Lesser Bottlebrush 3.0 3.0 Hiko 20
L Hakea laurina Pincushion Hakea 3.0 3.0 Hiko 20
L Hakea multilineata Grass-leaf Hakea 3.5 3.0 Hiko 10
L Melaleuca macronychia subsp. macronychia Long-leaved Honey-myrtle 3.0 3.0 Hiko 16
MEDIUM SHRUBS
M ° Acacia leptopetala Wattle 2.0 3.0 Hiko 6
M o Eremophila maculata Spotted Emu-bush 2.0 2.0 Hiko 15
M o Grevillea hookeriana Red Toothbrushes 2.0 2.0 Hiko 15
M o Leptospermum erubescens Roadside Teatree 2.0 2.0 Hiko 7
M ° Senna artemisioides Desert Cassia 2.5 3.0 Hiko 15
SMALL SHRUBS
S Acacia hemiteles Tan Wattle 1.5 2.0 Hiko 8
Calothamnus quadrifidus One-sided Bottlebrush 1.5 2.0 Hiko 10
S Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa Ruby Saltbush 1.5 2.0 Hiko 10
TOTAL PLANTS QUANTITY 200

Occasional small tree to est. max. 5-6 m high

PLANTING SCREEN HEIGHT:
Mature design height of vegetation
buffer to generally 3.0 to 3.5 m high

1.8 m high site security fence

Min. 10 metres (DFES)

KEY TO PLANT
LIFE FORMS
ST SMALL TREES
L LARGE SHRUBS
m  m | MEDIUM SHRUBS

000

Unless otherwise noted, all plants to be planted with
Arborgreen 'Greenguard POP' or similar approved
tree guards and biodegradable jute weed mats

SMALL SHRUBS

PLANT SET-OUT

Plant species shall be distributed in natural groupings
to all planting areas, generally in accordance with
plant life-form planting layouts as described in the
Vegetation Buffer Detail Sheets as part of this
drawing set.

Avoid concentrations of one species in any one area.

Avoid planting more than 5 no. of the same species
in any one 21 m long typical planting row.

Maximise plant diversity at plant set-out.

+5.00 m

+4.00 m

+3.00 m

0.00 m

TYPICAL VEGETATION BUFFER (SECTION)

Scale: 1:50

TYPICAL VEGETATION BUFFER (EXTERNAL ELEVATION)

3 Scale: 1:50

SCREEN
LANTING
ROW

100-150 mm above surrounding existing ground
surface levels to ensure topsoil/planting areas are free
from waterlogging during wet periods.

Planting areas -- finished level of topsoil to be generally

Battery storage containers (offset to
boundary fence varies — refer plan)

Occasional small tree
to est. 5-6 m high

PLANTING SCREEN HEIGHT:
Mature design height of vegetation
buffer to generally 3.0 to 3.5 m high

Battery storage containers behind
(offset to boundary fence varies —

—refer plan)
|

SINGLE
PLANTING

1.5 typ.

w
21.0 m typ.

ol B b i a

1.8/

1.0 1.0

2.0

1 ROW

1 TYP. VEGETATION BUFFER
Scale: 1:100

—11.8 m high site security fencej
|
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LANDSCAPE WORKS CONSTRUCTION NOTES:

1 WORKS BY CIVIL/OTHERS
All construction & civil works incl. demolition, building works, bulk earthworks, drainage infrastructure, road pavements, site
electrical & battery facilities & associated infrastructure, fencing and other related works.

The civil contractor will ensure the following minimum depths of site topsoil are provided for the landscape works:

e Planting areas -- min. 150 mm depth site topsoail.
e Finished level of topsoil to be generally 100-150 mm above surrounding existing ground surface levels to ensure
topsoil/planting areas are free from waterlogging during wet periods.

2 INSURANCES
Provide certificates of currency for Public Liability Insurance (min. $20M) and Workcover insurance (min. $20M) to the
Superintendent prior to commencing works. Each certificate of currency shall note the Proprietor as an interested party.

3 ROAD OPENING PERMIT

Apply to the responsible authority for a road opening permit (if required), incl. the payment of all fees and charges re same.
An approved copy of the approved road opening permit shall also be provided to the Superintendent prior to works
commencing on site.

4 LANDSCAPE PRE-COMMENCEMENT MEETING
The Contractor shall Initiate, coordinate and attend a pre-commencement meeting with Council, Proprietor &
Superintendent, incl. achieving compliance with all Council & specified requirements, checklists, insurances, approvals, etc.

5 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

If required, prepare and submit to the responsible authority a traffic management plan to their satisfaction, incl. the payment
of all fees and charges re same. An approved copy of this plan shall also be provided to the Superintendent prior to works
commencing on site. Implement approved traffic management plan during the duration of the Works on site.

6 LOCATE EXISTING SERVICES
Locate all existing services prior to commencing works, contacting Dial Before You Dig, the project civil engineers/contractor
and/or the relevant authorities re same as required. Identify all overhead services prior to commencing works.

7 SET OUT THE WORKS
Accurately set the works out as per the documentation set.

8 SOIL TESTING & AMELIORATION

Undertake soil sampling & testing from an approved ag. soil testing laboratory, incl. seeking recommendations for fertilising &
ameliorating planting zone to improve soil pH, NPK balance, trace elements, etc., including the addition of organic matter to
improve structure and/or water-holding capacity. Any recommended adjustments must be made to improve the soail
conditions for native tree & shrub planting.

9 PLANTING AREAS PREPARATION -- INITIAL
These works to be done ideally in LATE FEBRUARY/MARCH of the planting year:

e FEradicate broadleaf, woody and noxious weeds from all planting areas using selective, non-residual herbicides. Manual
removal of larger woody weeds may be required -- inspect site to confirm extent.

e Rip along planting line to 2.0 m wide to min. 300 mm depth with a Yeomans/Keyline plough with tynes at max. 750 mm
centres to break up/aerate natural subgrade and to relieve compaction, grade & level.
Apply fertilisers and additives at rates recommended by soil test results.
Cultivate planting lines to break up soil clods and provide an appropriate planting medium.
DO NOT WORK WET SOIL. Remove any deleterious material brought to the surface, consolidate soil and grade surface
to even grades, free of any depressions or undulations.

e Apply Amgrow Wettasoil Professional Granular or similar approved soil wetting agent (applied at manufacturer's
recommended rates) to any soils showing evidence of non-wetting.

10 PLANTING AREAS PREPARATION -- SECONDARY
These works to be done ideally in APRIL/MAY of the planting year:

e Eradicate broadleaf, woody and noxious weeds from all planting areas using selective, non-residual herbicides. Manual
removal of larger woody weeds may be required.
Re-cultivate planting lines to break up soil clods and provide an appropriate planting medium.
DO NOT WORK WET SOIL. Remove any deleterious material brought to the surface, consolidate soil and grade surface
to even grades, free of any depressions or undulations.

e Apply Amgrow Wettasoil Professional Granular or similar approved soil wetting agent (applied at manufacturer's
recommended rates) to any soils showing evidence of non-wetting.

11 PLANT SUPPLY

All plants shall be healthy, free from any pests or diseases, be attractive, well grown and well formed plant specimens and
shall have a healthy, well formed root system commensurate in size with the foliage mass (root systems must not be pot
bound). Plant container sizes shall be as listed in the detail planting schedule, but shall be min. hiko, ViroTube or 50 mm
round/square pot size.

The planting contractor shall inspect all plants on delivery to site and shall certify in writing to the Superintendent that all
plants supplied are as described above and are accepted by the planting contractor for planting in this project.

12 PLANTING

Set out plants as documented. Individual holes are to be dug (tree planter, mini-auger, etc.) in the prepared planting areas of
sufficient size to easily accommodate the plant’s root system and relieve any polishing. Create broad, shallow watering bowl
to ALL plants to facilitate effective watering (min. 5 litre capacity). All plants shall be watered-in immediately after planting
and at such times during the Contract period as is required to maintain growth free of water stress. Planting medium must
be moist - do not plant into dry soil. Handle and plant all plants at all times in accordance with best horticultural practice.

13 FERTILISING
Refer maintenance section.

14 WEED MATS/MULCHING

Supply & install to each plant a 600 x 600 mm TreeMax or similar approved jute weed mat. Installation strictly to
manufacturer's recommendations. Supply & spread min. 75 mm depth x min. 600 mm& approved organic mulch to each
plant.

15 TREE/PLANT GUARDS

Supply & install to each plant Arborgreen 'Greenguard POP' 450 x 200 mm (sides): Code: 'GRGRDPOP-TRI' or similar
approved 100% biodegradable tree guard, incl. 1 no. x 25 x 25 x 750 mm HWD stake per guard to all plants. Ensure stake
extends min. 300 mm into ground. Installation strictly to manufacturer's recommendations.

16 GRASSING (IF REQUIRED)
Some areas of grass seeding may be required and will be directed and quantified by the Superintendent.

Do not sow seed in periods of extreme heat, cold or wet, or where wind velocities are excessive unless otherwise approved.
Seed mix shall be as follows:

e TURF-TYPE REGENERATING PERENNIAL RYEGRASS 95% by count
e TURF-TYPE TALL FESCUE 3% by count
e SUB CLOVER 1% by count
e WHITE CLOVER 1% by count

Seeding rate shall be min. 30 gms per m2. Apply seed evenly — seed application shall be via direct drilling or by other
approved methods. Seeding shall be programmed when there is a period of anticipated weather conditions (i.e. rain) that will
provide the best chance for germination of grass seed. Any areas affected by heavy rain, wind removing seed or other cause
shall be re-seeded as specified to achieve an even cover of grass.

Slash grass when growth height has reached 100 mm or otherwise as directed by Superintendent. Should all the areas not
require cutting at one time, complete all further cuts as necessary until 100% of the area has achieved successful coverage
and all areas have received at least first cut.

17 PRACTICAL COMPLETION COORDINATION

The Contractor shall Initiate, coordinate and attend a Practical Completion meeting with Council, Proprietor &
Superintendent, incl. achieving compliance with all Council & specified requirements, checklists, insurances, approvals, etc.
NOTE: Min. 3 no. working days notice is required for a Practical Completion meeting.

18 LANDSCAPE ESTABLISHMENT MAINTENANCE PERIOD
Maintain the contract works from the Date of Practical Completion to the Date of Final Completion/hand-over.

Maintenance shall include care of the contract area by accepted horticultural practices, and rectification of any defects that
become apparent during this period. Maintenance tasks to be carried out during the maintenance period shall include, but
shall not be limited to, slashing, watering as required, weed control, pest & disease control & management, tree/plant guard
adjustment/replacement as required, rubbish removal.

WEED CONTROL - PLANTED AREAS:

In planted areas, poison all broadleaf, noxious & woody weeds as they appear. Slashable grasses are to be retained
generally between planting rows. Selective herbicides shall be nominated by the Contractor and approved by the
Superintendent prior to use. Non-selective herbicide shall be Monsanto ‘Roundup BIACTIVE’ glyphosate-based herbicide --
standard ‘Roundup’ is NOT to be used. NO OTHER HERBICIDE SHALL BE USED WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL. All
herbicide applications shall use NuFarm ‘Spraymate or similar approved marker dye admixture and shall be handled and
applied strictly according to manufacturer’s recommendations, recommended rates and directions.

GRASS MANAGEMENT — PLANTED AREAS:
Slash all areas between plants in rows and min. 1.5 m along all outside edges of all planting zones on a regular basis to
maintain grass height to max. 100 mm. Slashing shall comply with all local Council and DFES guidelines re grass heights.

JUTE MAT, MULCH & TREE/PLANT GUARDS:
Maintain jute mat, mulch and tree/plant tree guards for first two summers minimum, repair and replace as required during this
period.

PLANT REPLACEMENT:

Replace any failing, failed or dead plants during the maintenance period. The Superintendent and the Contractor will inspect
the full planting areas at the end of each summer and will identify the number and species of plants that are failing, have
failed/died. The Contractor shall replace all such plants identified.

WATERING:

The Contractor shall ensure all plants planted/maintained under this contract receive adequate (but not excessive) watering
to maintain optimum growth and health. Watering shall be localised to each plant, not broad spraying across the entire
planting area, to limit weed/grass growth between planting rows.

Watering shall be either manually via watercart/hose as required OR via a drip irrigation system, using Netafim 'UniRAM AS'
inline dripline @ 1.6 LPH with emitter spacing of 400 mm -- one surface dripline per planting row. Drip irrigation system to be
designed by an accredited irrigation designer and connect to an available clean water source, incl. filtration at source.

All plants shall be watered as required for at least the FIRST TWO SUMMERS to aid in establishment of healthy root systems
and foliage growth, with further waterings if required during late spring and/or early autumn or at any other time of the year
based on prevailing climatic conditions. Further waterings may be needed beyond this minimum establishment watering
should prevailing climatic conditions deteriorate with potential to lead to deterioration of plant growth, health or plant deaths
(e.g. severe drought, El Nifno conditions, etc.).

WETTING AGENT:
Apply Amgrow Wettasoil Professional Granular or similar approved soil wetting agent (applied at manufacturer's
recommended rates) to any soils showing evidence of non-wetting.

FERTILISING:

All plants (excluding Proteacea family) shall be fertilised with Scotts '‘Osmocote® Plus Trace Elements: Native Gardens' (NPK
21.8 : 0.7 : 7.2) or similar approved at the manufacturer’s recommended rates. Fertiliser shall be locally spread on soil
surface around plants during planting operations. If unsure which plants are in the Proteacea family — ASK.

Allow for one fertiliser application in Year 1 and second application in Year 2.

PESTS & DISEASES:
Regularly monitor all plants grasses planted/maintained under this contract for evidence of pest and/or disease attack --
identify and treat any/all problems arising.

RABBITS, HARES, KANGAROQS, ETC.:

Identify any predation by rabbits, hares and other pests with potential to damage or destroy the landscape works under this
contract. Take all necessary steps, within local authority regulations and/or guidelines, to limit or eradicate predation.
Maintain all tree guards in good condition to limit rabbit/hare/kangaroo/other damage to plants with installed guards.
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CREATING > GREATER ACENERGY
LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

1. PREMISE STORMWATER DRAINAGE STRATEGY

Note: This document is copyright to Premise. The information provided in this stormwater drainage
strategy report has been developed by Premise over several years and has been presented in
accordance with the requirements of several of our clients. The information in this report is therefore
intended to be commercial in confidence and is not to be shared with external parties at any time, unless
a Director of Premise provides written authorisation that the document may be shared at a specific time
to a specific party, or parties. The terms and conditions associated with the receipt of this material is
that it is not shared or distributed without our express, and written consent.

If you have received this information in error, Premise must be notified immediately. We request the
immediate destruction of all formats of this document, inclusive of paper and electronic copies should
you have received this document in error.

1.1 Location

Table 1 - Location Information - Lot 12 Abattoir Rd, Merredin

Locality
Lot Number Road Name Suburb (Shire, City,
etc.)
. . hi
12 32.33ha* Abattoir Road Merredin shire o.f
Merredin

*Note: 32.33ha is the whole area of Lot 12 Abattoir Road. However, the catchment areas being modelled
do not include the entirety of the lot due to drainage only needing to be provided for the Distributed
Battery Energy Storage System (D-BESS) as shown in the report and drainage calculations.

Figure 1 - Proposed Development Area Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin

The subject site is surrounded by farmland and existing rural development.
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LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

The north-east corner of the land is proposed to be developed to operate a Distributed Battery Energy
Storage System (D-BESS). The rest of the land does not currently have plans for development.

The following points are pertinent to the development of the subject landholdings: -
e The land is presently zoned as Farmland

e There are no nominated wetlands on the subject landholdings. There is an existing swale along
the northern boundary of the subject site draining to the west. This swale acts to protect the
site from large volumes of overland flow from upstream catchments.

e The area is considered “flood-prone” in the 1% ARI event due to being within 300m of the 1 in
100 AEP Floodplain Development Control Area. This is shown in the figure below and will be
further explained in the following section 1.2 Stormwater Drainage Strategy.

Figure 2 — 1 in 100 AEP Floodplain Development Control Area - Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin

In this Stormwater Drainage Strategy, we have nominated overland flow control measures to protect
the proposed development area, and we have set levels for critical infrastructure to ensure an
appropriate 0.15m clearance to 1% AEP flood levels as they traverse the site. Swale storage is calculated
in accordance with the commentary in the following sections.
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LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

1.2 Stormwater Drainage Strategy

The Stormwater Drainage Strategy for the Study Area is for the natural overland flow paths to flow into
a strategically placed catch drain which will lead to a swale that has been designed to accommodate
the difference between the pre- and post-development 1 in 100-year flows. This difference in pre- and
post-development flows is effectively the proposed flexible pavement layers over the 6,500m? pad area
for the proposed installation of critical infrastructure for the BESS project.

While developing, it is crucial to not impact any pre-development flows. This drainage strategy has been
designed with this in mind, and the proposed drainage will flow in the direction of existing flow patterns.

A portion of the lot to the east of the Study Area naturally flows toward the site. This has been shown
on our Major Catchment Plan drawing which accompanies this report. This catchment will therefore
sheet flow towards the subject site and across Abattoir Road. This area is shown in cyan blue below
which would impact the proposed works area.

DZZZ Gmaiizamsrmenaa
m (ONE ROW LANDSCAPING

Figure 3 - Major Catchment Plan

As explained in Section 1.1 Location and in the above Major Catchment Plan, the Study Area is adjacent
to a 'flood-prone’ area due to being within 300m of the 1 in 100 AEPI Floodplain Development Control
Area. This Floodplain Development Control Area is shown hatched in red. The subject site offers strong
continual slopes from regional highpoints around RL 332 to the southeast. These gradients lessen
further to the west of the site as evidenced by the red shaded area which has the higher likelihood of
inundation in major storm events. Therefore, a simple strategy of diverting the upstream catchment
around the proposed BESS hardstand and infrastructure, and the provision of a suitably sized catch
basin at the western, or downstream end of the BESS hardstand is suitable.
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LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

The image below shows the general overland flow across the site, and the proposed drainage strategy
to be implemented within the proposed pad for the BESS infrastructure. 135mm depth swales are to be
located within the landscape buffers. This low flow swale should be located centrally within the
landscape buffers with vegetation planted off centre to allow the swale to function for the critical storm
events.

Figure 4 - Drainage Strategy - Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin

As nominated earlier, we believe the pad level should be elevated a minimum of 150mm above the
existing levels of the site. This would enable a simple overland flow of pre-development flows to
continue around the proposed hardstand and infrastructure.

Does the location have suitable flow-paths YES.

for existing overland flow? The subject site is grading toward the west

and north-west, away from the proposed
hardstand and infrastructure that is to be
developed.

Can infiltration drainage techniques be NO.

used? Desktop reviews and site photos received

from the client have been used to determine
the infiltration of the Study Area. A value of
0.5m/day has been utilised which is
conservatively low, however the presence of
gravel / gravelly clays on the site leads us to
believe that the soil isn‘t suitable for
infiltration techniques and therefore a low
permeability should be used in our
calculations.

Do existing stormwater drainage systems YES.
exist in site vicinity?
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ACENERGY

LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

There is an existing 0.6H x 1.85W drain to the
west of the Study Area as well as an existing
swale that runs along the north of the Study
Area. This existing swale helps protect the site
from larger upstream catchment flows, hence
the external catchment shown in our Major
Catchment Plan is isolated and thin. The
majority of the upstream catchment through
the subject landholding does not impact the
proposed 6,500m? building pad.

1.2.1 DEFINE INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

The following information has been sourced as part of this study, and utilised in determining the

Desktop Stormwater Drainage Study: -

e Aerial Imagery — Reviewed from Google Maps

e Existing Rainfall Data for Merredin — The Bureau of Meteorology keeps detailed information

for a range of centres in Australia.

The following table is taken from the Bureau of Meteorology and shows detailed rainfall statistics for
the nearest major station at Merredin, with statistics collated since 1903.

Table 2 - Average Monthly Rainfall Statistics

Month *Mean Monthly Rainfall (mm)

January 14.5
February 15.7
March 21.4
April 22.8
May 40.0
June 48.5
July 50.0
August 39.4
September 25%
October 18.5
November 15.2
December 13.7
Annual 325.0

Ref: Monthly Rainfall - 010092 - Bureau of Meteorology

The IFD chart below is taken from the Bureau of Meteorology for Merredin (Ref: Rainfall IFD Data System:

Water Information: Bureau of Meteorology
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Depth

[mmF; *AEP - Annual Exceaedance Probability
*=EY - Exceedance per Year

3000

- a
:  ——
P : | ——
0.2 [ [ | | [ | | i 1 1
1 2 3 45 10 15 30 1 2 3 13 12 1 2 3 4567
minutes I hours [ days

Duration

©Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2016, Bureau of Meteorology (ABN 92 637 533 532)

Figure 5 — Bureau of Meteorology IFD Chart — Merredin
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LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

1.2.2 POST DEVELOPMENT COEFFICIENTS OF RUNOFF

The following table provides the detail of runoff coefficients used in the stormwater drainage modelling
for this Desktop Stormwater Review: -

Table 3 - Proposed Post-Development Runoff Coefficients

63.2% AEP 8.1% AEF 1% AEP

*NOTE: These coefficients have been used for the area that is proposed to be developed (within the
security fence). The rest of the Study Area has been kept at the pre-development coefficient of 0.2 for
all calculations.

1.2.3 DETAILED HYDROLOGICAL ANALYSIS - POST DEVELOPMENT

Premise have run a series of design checks to satisfy the Shire of Merredin’s requirements that the
differences between the pre- and post-development storm events are managed for storm events falling
on the proposed BESS infrastructure pad. Our first analysis is to use a synthetic hydrograph to determine
appropriate basin storage on the western edge of the proposed BESS infrastructure pad. The critical
design elements are: -

Table 4 - Critical Design Elements for the Proposed 1% AEP Storage

Basin Measurements 50m x 2m
Side Slopes 1in3
Basin L.L. 311.0m AHD
Coefficient of Runoff 0.5 (clay / gravelly clay / gravels)
. o Grass = 0.03
Mannings Coefficient of Runoff (n) )
Compacted limestone / road base = 0.025

On the following pages are tables showing the synthetic hydrograph outputs for the 1% AEP.
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Figure 6 — Inflow-Outflow 100Yr 24Hr Event
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The following graph shows the relationship between outflow, storage and height. The outflow in this
example is infiltration into the soil. The model is conservative in that it doesn't allow for evaporation

from wind or solar energy.

OUTFLOW & STORAGE vs HEIGHT
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Figure 7 - Outflow and Storage vs Height (100Yr 24Hr)
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LOT 12 ABATTOIR RD, MERREDIN BESS

FLOW WEIGHTED DETENTION TIME
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Figure 8 - 1% AEP Hydrograph (24 Hr)

The basin has been designed to accommodate the 1% AEP event shown in the graphs above. This means
the design is robust for all storm events, and the catch drain system will protect the proposed BESS
infrastructure pad from all external catchments.

The total area of the site is 32.33ha, however the contributing catchment at 26,567m? and 6500m?
denoted as the proposed BESS Infrastructure Pad area. The remainder of the site will be left
undeveloped and is therefore outside of the calculations presented in this report.

Premise have run a series of design checks utilising a set of drainage spreadsheets. The table below is
based on: -

e Soil infiltration rate of 0.5m/day.
e Design Retention Volume = 164m3 for the 1% AEP.

e The proposed swale will have a depth of 0.725m for the 1% AEP and will then allow over-
topping to maintain pre-development flows.

Table 5 - 1%, 18.1% and 63.2% AEP Drainage Calculations

Equivalent Time Catch Depth Storage
Area (ha) (hrs) Swale (m) Volume
(8 Required (m3

Catchment

Calculation

Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin
1% AEP 0.260 24 311.00 0.725 161 311.725m
18.1% AEP 0.195 12 311.00 0.313 47 311.313m
63.2% AEP 0.195 6 311.00 0.179 23 311.179m
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1.2.4 MANAGEMENT OF OVERLAND FLOWS AND FLOW DEPTH CALCULATIONS

The second phase of the drainage design is to review the likely depth of flows across the proposed BESS
Infrastructure Pad to ensure critical infrastructure is stored above the likely sheet flows for each storm.
Premise personnel have developed drainage calculations utilising the rational method and 2016 IFD
charts and rainfall data from the Bureau of Meteorology for Merredin. To determine catchment depth
of flow characteristics over a total catchment, we have broken the catchment into nodes in accordance
with standard drainage design principles. The nodes in the drainage catchment are shown in the Major
Catchment Diagram below: -

——— stcuRmYFONE

DZZ77) sissagmemonan
7777 ovesonuoscaoms

At each of the nodes, we have determined the following: -

e The terrain slope

e The Mannings n coefficient

e Total length of catchment

e Total area of the catchment

e Time of concentration

e Rainfall intensity for the appropriate storm duration

The outputs we then measure at each point in the catchment are the depth of flow and the velocity of
that flow. These outputs allow us to set the critical infrastructure 150mm above the 1% AEP sheet flow.
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CREATING > GREATER

Table 6 - Sheet Flow and Depth of Flow Calculations (1% AEP)

Catchment Depth Side Mannings Slope Time of Flow
Node of Slopes ‘n’ (%) Concentr Velocity
Flow ation (I/sec)
(mm) (min)
Ch 0.0 n.a. 3% n.a. 0.025 na. 0 n.a.
Ch 710 13 3% 20.0 0.025 24 3942 68.9
Ch 740 100 1in3 1.1 0.025 243 40.22 71.8
Ch 870 135 1in3 1.31 0.03 2.38 44.62 127.3
12 1% 50 0.025 1.97 13.96
Brset 1289
Flow

The calculations from Ch 0.0 to CH 870 above enable Premise to confirm diversion swales can form part
of the landscaping along the edges of the BESS Infrastructure Pad. The depth of flow in these swales is
insignificant at a maximum of 135mm.

The sheet flow calculation in dark red in the last row of Table 6 above is a calculation showing the depth
of sheet flow in the 1% AEP across the BESS Infrastructure Pad. This calculated depth at 12mm confirms
the 150mm minimum clearance above proposed pad levels is sufficient to protect infrastructure.

1.2.5 SUMMARY

The drainage calculations above and attached in the appendices show that the drainage system is
robust. Therefore, Premise believe that this drainage strategy will adequately manage flood risk while
keeping pre-development flows to their natural flow paths.

As mentioned earlier in this report, we believe it is prudent that upon topsoil stripping, the Contractor
provides a finished surface level for the BESS Infrastructure Pad that is 150mm above the existing surface
level.

PAGE 11






Appendix A

ENGINEERING DRAWINGS

STORMWATER DRAINAGE STRATEGY |
P003016 Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin




774

LEGEND

" S . —

74
A

7

LIMIT OF WORKS BOUNDARY

EXTERNAL CATCHMENT FLOWING
TO STUDY AREA

CATCH DRAIN

FLOW ARROW

EXISTING CONTOUR

SECURITY FENCE

1% AEPFLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT
CONTROL AREA

ONE ROW LANDSCAPING

N

\\\:\4\\‘:\\_‘ N
MR

NN
N
N

¢ .

SCALE 1:1000 (A1)

40 60m
[
L] 20 40 60m

SCALE 1:2000 (A3)

DISCLAIMER:

THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED FOR ACENERGY FOR
INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY.

DIMENSIONS, AREAS AND TOTAL NUMBER OF LOTS
SHOWN HEREIN ARE APPROXIMATE ONLY AND
SUBJECT TOFINAL DESIGN AS WELL AS THE
REQUREMENTS OF COUNCIL AND OTHER
AUTHORITIES WHICH MAY HAVE REQUIREMENTS
UNDER ANY REl EVANT LEGISLATION.

RO RELIANCE SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS PLAN POR ANY
FINANCIAL DEALING INVOLVING THE LAND. THIS NOTE
IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS PLAN.




DRAINAGE SWALE DETAILS
BT

= |

311.170m AHD

SIDE SLO

NOTE: PROPOSED PAD LEVELS ARE SET AT 1% AEP +

0.5m FREEBOARD TO AlLOW DEVELOPER T0 SET ALL
REQUIRED IMPORTANT INFRASTRUGTURE ABOVE THE
MIN LEVELS NOTED POR EACH PAD

PAD LEVEL 312.00
PAD LEVEL 312.10.

PAD LEVEL 31220

PPAD LEVEL 312.50

PPAD LEVEL 312.70
PAD LEVEL

LEGEND

LIMIT OF WORKS BOUNDARY /| / ; ‘ SCALE 1:250 (A1)
A |1 DA - ‘ el
i S 10
FLOW ARROW bl ’/ SCALE 1:500 (A3)
1% AEP TWL 311710 . & 5 i

/ TOP OF SWALE LEVEL 311.9

2 UL AL 16.1% AGP THL 311313 Y/ (
63.2% AEP TWL 311.170 o) N ]
SECURITY FENCE _ \ X o> DISCLAIMER:

ONE ROW LANDSCAPING THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED FOR ACENERGY FOR
INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY.

W DIMENSIONS, AREAS AND TOTAL NUMBER OF LOTS
1L.31% o / FE SHOWN HEREIN ARE APPROXIMATE ONLY AND
A SUBJECT TO FINAL DESIGN ASWELL AS THE
REQUREMENTS OF COUNCIL AND OTHER

; /' e
SWALE CROSS SECTION LANDSCAPED SWALE GROSS SEGTION ' Lol LTHORITIES YOIICH MAY HAVE RESUIREREIES

UNDER ANY RELEVANT LEGISI ATION.
SCALE 1:100 SCALE 1:100

RO RELIANCE SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS PLAN FOR ANY
FINANCIAL DEALING INVOLVING THE LAND. THIS NOTE
IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS ALAN.




Appendix B

DRAINAGE CALCULATIONS

STORMWATER DRAINAGE STRATEGY |
P003016 Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin




°) Premise

PRE AND POST-DEVELOPMENT OVERLAND FLOW CHARACTERISTICS 1:1 year ARI

PROJECT:
DATE: S052025

Start CH0.00 - Merredin BESS Top of Catchment

lopervioos area - 1a*
Langth of overtand flow - m
Cairoent top RL
Carchromnt Bass RL
Ground siope to eatvert S
Overtand Flow Time - min
Time Upstream - mim

Total Overtand Fow Tine - min
|@sasity - 1am/hr
Fow - 60ve/3ec
Row - ov¥fs.

ggaaeueueg

315.00
0.024
Bsu
0.00
3534
100

00
0.00

P003016 Merredin BESS Stormwater

E;dseueueg

Refar FD Table

FUOWRATE WITHIN EXISTING OPEN CRANNEL. DRARN - MANNING FORMWILA (CHO.00}

Degpth of flow LH bank siope
i %

o 16.67

CH 710.0m - Open Drain

Langth of overtand flow - m
Caioent top RL
Carchromnt Bass RL
Ground siope to catvert S
Overtand Flow Time - nim
Time Upsuwam - mis

To! Overiand Fow Time - min
|@sasity - caur
Raow - ftres/sec

Row - s

16.67

RHbankslope  Basewidth
% m

0.50

Flow width

m
0.500

Nots. 3eq8
Tocd Merredin Cxiymant = 2 0567 ha
Runofl Coafficiard foe 6 = 003

n for excavated earth drains with short grass, few weeds

189

am

Refer IFD Table

FLOWRATE ACROSS EXISTING LAND - 20rn WIDE SHEET R OW CALCUL ATION

Oepth of flow LH bank siope
%

- Al

3.00

RHbankslope  Base width
% m

Flow width Manning's
m n

003 0.12

20400

Flow
Manting's section area
n a
0025 0.00
Calculated Averace Runoff Costficiam
Flow
sedion area
a

n for excava; earth drains with short-grass—fewweeds

CH 740.0m - Open Drain. Channel Away from Development Area (Western Side of Abattoir Read)

loparvioos are - re?
Langth of overtand flow - m
Ciromnt top RL
Carchrosnt Bass RL
Ground slope to eatvert S
Overtand Flow Time - min
Time Upstream - mis
Total Overtand Flow Time - min
|@sasity - tom/hr
Fow - Gove/sec
Fow - s

PRE DEV

170
194

POST DEV

hrd ]
184
002

Rafar IFD Table

FLOWRATE WITHIN THE EXISTING OPEN CHANNEAL. ORAIN - MANNING FORMULA

Depth of flow LH bank siope
mm %

55 333

CH 870.0m - Westem end of BESS

Raposa) Marbod
Carfroent area overbaed - m*

Langth of overtand flow - m
Caiuent top RL
Carchrosnt Bass RL
Ground slope to eatvert S
Overtand Flow Time - min
Time Upsusam - mis

To! Ovariand Row Time - min
|@sasity - caubr

3333

050

RHbankslope  Base width Flow width Manning's
% m m n

0.830

Palrusbstad Airarsna Brannff Nasfirior

Flow
section area
a

0.030 0.04

n for excavated earth drains with short grass few weeds

Refer IFD Table

[ TP P S

Kinematic Wave Eqn (Manning’s n) - grass

Wetted Hydraiéc Chasnel Clasnel
perumeter rds Slope Flow
P alp=r $% Qmisec
0.50 0.00 07 0.00
0.00
Kinematic Wave Egqn (Manning's n)
Wetted Hydraulc Crarvet Charvel
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P alp=r $% Qmdsec
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Flow - litres/sec 236 35.1
Flow - m¥/s 0.02 0.04

FLOWRATE WITHIN THE EXISTING OPEN CHANNEL DRAIN - MANNING FORMULA

Flow
Depth of flow LH bank slope RH bank slope Base width Flow width Manning's section area
mm % % m m n a
75 33.33 33.33 0.50 0.950 0.030 0.05
n for excavated earth drainswith short grass, few weeds
Box Gulvert Sizing Check - Analysis for Comparative Purposes Only
BOX CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Flow Wetted
Culvert size Number of HGL slope Manning's section area perimeter
Width mm Depth mm Culverts % n a [
300 300 1 238 0.012 0.090 12
n for concrete pipe
Circular Pipe Check Sizing Check
ROUND CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Flow Wetted Hydraulic
Culvert size Number of HGL slope Manning's section area perimeter radius
Depth mm Culverts % n a p alp=r
375 1 2379 0.012 0.110 12 0.0938
Head Loss Calculations
hl = k (Vo2/2g)
Vo - outlet pipe velocity
29=2x9.81m/sec2
Loss (m) = k (V12 - V22)/2g
V DRAIN FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Flow Wetted
Depth of flow Left side Right slde Flow width Manning's sectlon area perimeter
mm % % m n a P
160 33.33 33.33 0.960 0.03 0.0768 1.0120

Wetted
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P
0.97

Hydraulic
radius
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Culvert Flow
Q
m?/s
029
0.035111111

Hydraulle
radius
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Hydraulic
radius
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0.06

Culvert Flow

m?/s
0.21
0.035

Culvert Flow
Q
litres/sec
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S
%
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Channel
Slope
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Flow
Velocity
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Channel
Flow
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0.04
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Flow
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m/sec
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Entry
head loss
m
0.359

Vdrain
Q
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7

Flow
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m/sec
0.8

HGL Calculations

Entry
head loss

m
0.266

V drain
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m/sec
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PRE AND POST-DEVELOPMENT OVERLAND F1.OW CHARACTERISTICS 1:5 year ARI

PROJECT: POO3016 Merredin BESS Stormwater

DATE 6052008
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Width mm Depth mm Culverts
300 300 1

Circular Pipe Check Sizing Check

ROUND CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA

Culvert size Number of HGL slops
Depth mm Culverts %
375 1 2.379

Head Loss Calculations

hi = k (Vo2/2g)

Vo - outlet pipe velocity

29 =2x9.81m/sec2

Loss (m) = k (V12 - V22)/2g

V DRAIN FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA

Depth of flow Let side Right side
mm % %
160 33.33 33.33

238

Manning's

n
0.012

Flow width
m
0.960

n
0012
n for concrete pipe

Flow
sectlon area
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P
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Flow
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V drain
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head loss
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°)» Premise

PRE AND POST-DEVELOPMENT OVERLAND FL.OW CHARACTERISTICS 1:10 year ARJ

PROJECT: POO3016 Merredin BESS Stormwater
DATE: 5052005
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Width mm Depth mm Culverts
300 300 1

Circular Pipe Check Sizing Check

ROUND CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA

Culvert size Number of HGL slops
Depth mm Culverts %
375 1 2.379

Head Loss Calculations

hi = k (Vo2/2g)

Vo - outlet pipe velocity

29 =2x9.81m/sec2

Loss (m) = k (V12 - V22)/2g

V DRAIN FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Depth of flow Let side Right side
% %

mm
160 33.33 33.33

238

Manning's

n
0.012

Flow width
m
0.960

n
0012
n for concrete pipe

Flow
sectlon area
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0.110
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0.03
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0.090
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°)» Premise

PRE AND POST-DEVELOPMENT OVERLAND FL.OW CHARACTERISTICS 1:20 year ARJ

PROJECT: POO3016 Merredin BESS Stormwater

DATE 6052008

Start C10.00 - Merredin B88S Top of Catchment
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Reder IFD Table

FLOWRATE WITHIN THE EX33TING OPEN CHANNEL DRAM - MANNING FORMUL A
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Box Gubvert Sizing Clieck - Analysix for Comparative Pavposes Osly

BOX CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMAA
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Width mm Depth mm Culverts
300 300 1

Circular Pipe Check Sizing Check

ROUND CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA

Culvert size Number of HGL slops
Depth mm Culverts %
375 1 2.379

Head Loss Calculations

hi = k (Vo2/2g)

Vo - outlet pipe velocity

29 =2x9.81m/sec2

Loss (m) = k (V12 - V22)/2g

V DRAIN FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Depth of flow Let side Right side
% %

mm
160 33.33 33.33
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Manning's

n
0.012

Flow width
m
0.960
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n for concrete pipe

Flow
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°)» Premise

PRE AND POST-DEVELOPMENT OVERLAND FL OW CHARACTERISTICS 1:50 year AR

PROJECT: PDO3016 Merredin BESS Stormwater

DATE 6052008
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Box Culvert Sizing Check - Analysls for Comparative Purposes Only

BOX CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA

Culvert size Number of
Width mm Depth mm Culverts
300 300 1

Circular Pipe Check Sizing Check

ROUND CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA

Culvert size Number of HGL slope
Depth mm Culverts %
375 1 2379

Head Loss Calculations
hl = k (Vo2/2g)

Vo - outlet pipe velocity

29 =2 x 9.81m/sec2

Loss (m) =k (V12 - V22)/2g

V DRAIN FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Depth of flow Left side Right side
% %

mm
160 3333 33.33

HGL slope
%
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Manning's

n
0.012

Flow width
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0.109722222

Hydraulle
radlus

Culvert Flow
Q
mé/s

0.21
0.110

Culvert Flow
Q

litres/sec
293

Vdrain
s

%
2379

Culvert Flow

Q
Iitres/sec
206
109.72

Flow
Velocity
misec
2,65

Vdrain
Q

me/s
0.07

Flow
Velochy
m/sec
2.286

Entry
head loss

m
0.359

Vdrain

Q
Iitres/sec
ul

HEL Calculations
Entry Bend PIt
head loss Loss Head Loss
m m m
0.266 0.107 0.186
Vdrain
Velochy
m/sec
0.92

Outlet Velocity = 2

Exit
head loss
m
#REF!



“» Premise

PRE AND POST-DEVELOPMENT OVERLAND FLOW CHARACTERISTICS 1:100 year ARI

PROJECT:
DATE: 5/05/2025

Start CHO.00 - Merredin BESS Top of Catchment

Rational Method

Catehment area averland - m?
Runoff Coefficient - %
Catchment area Lots - m?
Runoff Coefficient - %
Catchment area Verge - m2
Runoff Coefficient - %
Impervious area - m?

Length of overland flow - m
Catchment top RL.

Catchment Base AL

Ground slope to culvert S
Overland Flow Time - min
Time Upstream - min

Total Overland Flow Time - min
Intensity - mm/r

Flow - litres/sec

Flow - m¥/s

PRE DEV
0

20
0
20
0
20
0
70
3320
315.00
0.024
35.34
0.00
35.34
729
0.0
0.00

P003016 Merredin BESS Stormwater

POST DEV
0

20
0
20
0
20
0
70
3320
315.00
0.024
35.34
0.00
35.34
729
00
0.00

Refer IFD Table

FLOWRATE WITHIN EXISTING OPEN CHANNEL DRAIN - MANNING FORMULA (CH0.00)

Depth of flow LH bank slope
mm %
0 16.67

CH 710.0m - Open Drain

Ratlonal Msthod

Catchmant area ovarland - m?
Runoff Coefficlent - %
Catchmant area Lots - m?
Runoff Coefficlent - %
Catchment arsa Main Draln - m?
Runoff Coefficlent - %
Impervious area - m?

Length of overland flow - m
Catchmant top RL.

Catchmant Base RL

Ground slopa to culvert §
Overland Flow Tima - min
Time Upstream - min

Total Qverland Flow Time - min
Intensity - mm/hr

Flow - litres/sac

Flow - m¥/s

RH bank slope

%
16.67

Base width

m
0.50

Flow width

m
0.500

Notes
Total Merredin Catchment = 2.6567 ha
Runoff Coefficient for Grass = 0.03

Flow
Manning's section area
n a

0.025 0.00

n for excavated earth drainswith short grass, few weeds

PRE DEV
20000
20
0
20
0
20
4000
710
3320
315.00
0.024
39.42
0.00
39.42
62.0
68.9
0.07

POST DEV
20000
20
0
20
0
20
4000
710
3320
315.00
0.024
39.42
0.00
39.42
620
68.9
007

Refer IFD Table

FLOWRATE ACROSS EXISTING LAND - 20m WIDE SHEET FLOW CALCULATION

Depth of flow LH bank slope
mm %
13 3.00

RH bank slope

%
3.00

Base width

m
20.00

Flow width

m
20.867

Calculated Average Runoff Coefficient

Flow
Manning's section area
n a
0.030 0.27

n for excavated earth drainswith short grass, few weeds

CH 740.0m - Open Drain, Channel Away from Development Area (Western Side of Abattoir Road)

Rational Method

Catchment area overland - m?
Runoff Coefficient - %
Catchment area Lots - m?
Runoff Coefficient - %
Catchment area Main Drain - m?
Runoff Coefficient - %
Impervious area - m?

Length of overland flow - m
Catchment top RL.

Catchment Base RL

Ground slope to culvert $
Overland Flow Time - min
Time Upstream - min

Total Overland Flow Time - min
Intensity - mm/hr

Flow - litres/sec

Flow - m¥/s

PRE DEV
20500
20
0
20
0
20
4100
740
3320
314.00
0.024
40.22
0.00
40.22
63.0
738
0.07

POST DEV
20500
20
0
20
0
20
4100
740
3320
314.00
0.024
4022
0.00
4022
630
718
0.07

Refer IFD Table

FLOWRATE WITHIN THE EXISTING OPEN CHANNEL DRAIN - MANNING FORMULA

Depth of flow
mm
100 3333

LH bank slope
%

CH 870.0m - Western end of BESS

Ratlonal Msthod

Catchment area overland - m2
Runoff Coefficlent - %
Catchment arsa Lots - m?
Runoff Coefficient - %
Catchment arga Main Drain - m2
Runoff Coefficient - %
Impervious area - m?

Length of overland flow - m
Catchment top RL

Catchment Base RL

Ground slope to culvert S
Overland Flow Time - min
Time Upstream - min

Total Overland Flow Time - min
Intensity - mm/hr

Flow - litres/sec

Flow - m¥s

RH bank slope
%

33.33

Base width

m
0.50

Flow width

m
1.100

Calculated Average Runoff Coefficient

Flow
Manning's section area
n a

0.030 0.08

n for excavated earth drainswith short grass, few weeds

PRE DEV
26000
20
0
20
0
20
5200
870
3320
311.30
0.024
44.62
0.00
44.62
58.0
83.8
0.08

POST DEV
20000
20
6500
60
0
20
7900
870
3320
311.30
0.024
4452
0.00
4452
580
1273
013

Refer IFD Table

FLOWRATE WITHIN THE EXISTING OPEN CHANNEL DRAIN - MANNING FORMULA

Depth of flow LH bank slope
mm %
135 33.33

RH bank slope
%

33.33

Base width

m
0.50

Flow width

m
1.310

Calculated Average Runoff Coefficient

Flow
Manning's section area
n a
0.030 0.12

n for excavated earth drains with short grass, few weeds

Kinematic Wave Eqn (Manning's n) - grass

Wetted Hydraulic Channel Channel
perimeter radius Slope Flow
p alp=r s% Qm¥sec
0.50 0.00 07 0.00
0.00
Kinematic Wave Eqn (Manning's n)
Wetted Hydraulic Channel Channel
perimeter radius Slope Flow
p alp=r S% 0 misec
20.87 0.01 2.3944 0.07
0.07
Kinematic Wave Eqn (Manning's n)
Wetted Hydraulic Channel Channel
perimeter radius Slope Flow
p alp=r S% Qm¥sec
1.13 0.07 24324 0.07
0.07
Kinematic Wave Eqn (Manning's n)
Wetted Hydraulic Channel Channel
perimeter radius Slope Flow
p alp=r S% Qm¥sec
1.35 0.09 23793 0.13
0.13

0.025

Flow
Velocity
misec
#DIV/O!

Flow
Velocity
misec

0.03

Flow
Velocity
misec
0.9

Flow
Velocity
misec
1.0



Box Culvert Sizing Check - Analysis for Comparative Purposes Only Outlet Velocity = 2

HEL Calculations
BOX CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Flow Wetted Hydraulle Culvert Flow Culvert Flow Flow Entry Bend PIt Exit
Culvert slze Number of HGL slope Manning's sectlon area perimeter radlus Q Q Velochy head loss Loss Head Loss head loss
Width mm Depth mm Culverts n a [ ap= m¥s Ittres/sec m/sec m m m m
300 300 1 238 0.012 0.090 12 0.0750 0.21 206 2.286 0.266 0.107 0.186 #REF!
n for concrete pipe 0.127 127.28
Circular Pipe Check Sizing Check
ROUND CULVERT FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Flow Wetted Hydraulic Gulvert Flow Culvert Flow Flow Entry
Culvert size Number of HGL slope Manning's section area perimeter radius Q Q Velocity head loss
Depth mm Culverts % n a ap= mys litres/sec m/ses m
375 1 2379 0.012 0.110 12 0.0938 0.29 293 2,65 0.359
Head Loss Calculations 0.127277778
hl = k (Vo2/2g)
Vo - outlet pipe velocity
29 =2x9.81m/sec2
Loss (m) =k (V12 - V22)/2g
V DRAIN FLOW ANALYSIS - MANNING FORMULA
Flow Wetted Hydraulle Vdraln Vdraln Vdraln Vdraln
Depth of flow Left side Right side Flow width Manning's sectlon area perimeter radlus s Q Q Velochy
mm % % m n a [ ap= % m¥s Ittres/sec m/sec
160 3333 33.33 0.960 0.03 0.0768 1.0120 0.0759 2379 0.07 n 0.92
CH 870.0m - Depth of Flow Calculation (55m Wide BESS Footprint)
Rational Method PRE DEV POST DEV
Catghment area averland - m2 26500 0
Runoff Coefficient - % 20 20 Calculated Average Runoff Coefficient
Catchment area Lots - m? 0 6500
Runoff Coefficient - % 20 60
Catchment area Main Drain - m? 0 0
Runoff Coefficient - % 20 20
Impervious area - m? 5300 3900
Length of overland flow - m 870 137
Catchment top RL 332.0 3140
Catchment Base AL 311.30 311.30
Ground slope to culvert S 0.024 0.020
Overland Flow Time - min 40.00 13.96 Kinematic Wave Eqn (Manning's n) 0.025
Time Upstream - min 0.00 0.00
Total Overland Flow Time - min 40.00 13.96
Intensity - mm/hr 63.0 119.0 Refer IFD Table
Flow - litres/sec 92.8 1289
Flow - m¥s 0.09 0.13
FLOWRATE ACROSS EXISTING LAND - 50m WIDE SHEET FLOW CALCULATION
Flow Wetted Hydraulic Channel Channel Flow
Depth of flow LH bank slope RHbank slope  Base width Flow width Manning's section area perimeter radius Slope Flow Velocity
mm % % m m n a p ap=r S% Qm¥sec misec
10 3.00 3.00 50.00 50.667 0.025 0.50 50.67 0.01 1.9708 0.13 03

n for excavated crushed limestone pad 0.13



COMPENSATION BASIN CALCULATOR

Project: Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin Job No. P003016
Client: ACENERGY Date: 28/03/2025
COMPENSATING BASIN DISCHARGE - Section 7.5.7 AR&R 1987 DURATN INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL RAINFALL WORST
CASE
1 78 2 103 311.541 41.3
LOCATION KELLERBERRIN ' 2 58 2 122 311.608 253
EQUIV AREA (ha) 0.260 3 40 2 133 311.641 19.1
ARI 100 6 26 2 151 311.696 11.8
DURATION (hrs) 24 12 28 2 158 311.717 7.4
RAINFALL (mm/hr) 459 —reemmmene e PEAK comeemmeeen oo 24 17 2 161 311.725 46 <=
INFLOW VOL (cum) 286 INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL 48 1 2 140 311.664 2.8
HYET PERIOD (hrs) 1.00 17 2 161 311.725 72 7 2 130 311.634 2.0
CALC PERIOD (hrs) 0.50
STORAGE & DISCHARGE
HYETO RELATIONSHIPS WATER  LAKE TWL CULVERT ORIFICE INFILT'N CLOGGEL
GRAPH INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL DEPTH Vs Qo LEVEL VOLUME AREA FLOW FLOW Qo Qo
PERIOD HRS (%) (IIs) (IIs) (cum) (m) (m) (cum) (I/s) (m) (cum) (sqm) (I/s) (I/s) (I/s) (I/s)
0 0 0 311.000 0.000 0 0 311.00 0 100 0 0 0.6 0.6
0 0.00 0.00 9 1 16 311.128 0.100 12 1 311.10 12 132 0 0 0.8 0.9
1 0.50 5.80 9 1 31 311.224 0.200 26 1 311.20 26 164 0 0 0.9 1.3
2 1.00 5.80 17 1 59  311.368 0.300 44 1 311.30 44 197 0 0 1.1 1.8
3 1.50 10.60 17 1 87 311479 0.400 66 1 311.40 66 231 0 0 1.3 24
4 2.00 10.60 6 2 95  311.509 0.600 119 2 311.60 119 300 0 0 1.7 3.8
5 2.50 3.70 6 2 102 311.538 0.800 186 2 311.80 186 373 0 0 22 56
6 3.00 3.70 5 2 109  311.562 1.000 268 3 312.00 268 448 0 0 2.6 7.8
7 3.50 3.20 5 2 115 311.585 1.200 365 3 312.20 365 526 0 0 3.0 104
8 4.00 3.20 4 2 118 311.599
9 4.50 2.40 4 2 122 311.610 BASIN GEOMETRY V =A*h + B*h*2 + C*h”3
10 5.00 2.40 5 2 129  311.629
1 5.50 3.35 5 2 135 311.648 Length (m) 50 100 Coefficient A 100
12 6.00 3.35 3 2 137  311.655 Width (m) 2 Coefficient B 156
13 6.50 2.00 3 2 140  311.662 Side Slope (1 in) S Coefficient C 12
14 7.00 2.00 4 2 144  311.676
15 7.50 2.80 4 2 149 311.690 OUTLET CULVERT PARAMETERS SOIL PERMEABILITY PARAMETERS
16 8.00 2.80 3 2 151 311.695
17 8.50 1.85 3 2 153 311.700 Diameter (m) 0.300 Permeability Kt (m/d) 0.5
18 9.00 1.85 3 2 165 311.707 Culvert Fall (m) 0.080 Clogged Kc (m/d) 0.5
19 9.50 2.05 3 2 157 311.714 Culvert Length (m) 4.0 Clogged Layer Thickness t (m) 0.5
20 10.00 2.05 3 2 158  311.718 Tailwater Depth (m) 0.300
21 10.50 1.65 3 2 159  311.721 No of Culverts 1
22 11.00 1.65 2 2 160  311.728 Entrance Type (1-3) 1
23 11.50 1.45 2 2 161 311.725 Inlet Loss Coeff 4.00
24 12.00 1.45 2 2 161 311.725 Manning's n 0.011
25 12.50 1.30 2 2 161 311.725
26 13.00 1.30 2 2 161 311.724 ORIFICE PLATE PARAMETERS
27 13.50 1.15 2 2 160  311.723
28 14.00 1.15 2 2 160  311.722 Orifice Dia (m) 0.010
29 14.50 1.05 2 2 159  311.720 Orifice Coeff 1.00
30 15.00 1.05 2 2 158  311.717 Orifice CL depth (m 1.000
31 15.50 0.95 2 2 157  311.715
32 16.00 0.95 1 2 156 311.711
33 16.50 0.80 1 2 155 311.707
34 17.00 0.80 1 2 1563 311.702
35 17.50 0.55 1 2 151 311.696
36 18.00 0.55 1 2 150  311.692
37 18.50 0.75 1 2 148  311.688
38 19.00 0.75 0 2 146 311.680
39 19.50 0.25 0 2 143 311.672
40 20.00 0.25 1 2 141 311.666
41 20.50 0.45 1 2 139  311.659
42 21.00 0.45 1 2 138  311.656
43 21.50 0.80 1 2 137  311.653
44 22.00 0.80 1 2 135  311.648
45 22.50 0.50 1 2 133 311.642
46 23.00 0.50 1 2 131 311.637
47 23.50 0.60 1 2 130 311.633
48 24.00 0.60 0 2 127 311.623
49 24.50 0.00 0 2 123  311.614
50 25.00 0.00 0 2 120 311.604
TOTAL Q 100 159 92
TOTAL V 286 166 286
6/05/2025 Page 10of 1
Compensation Basin Calculator PRITCHARD FRANCIS PTY LTD

hitps://api.box.com/wopilfiles/1814920190139/WOPIServiceld_TP_BOX_2/WOPIUserld_-/Post-Dev Drainage Calculations 1% AEP ACN 008 891094 ABN: 82 139 830 466



COMPENSATION BASIN CALCULATOR

Project: Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin Job No. P003016
Client: ACENERGY Date: 28/03/2025
COMPENSATING BASIN DISCHARGE - Section 7.5.7 AR&R 1987 DURATN INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL RAINFALL WORST
CASE
1 29 1 34 311.245 19.1
LOCATION KELLERBERRIN = 2 26 1 40 311.274 11.8
EQUIV AREA (ha) 0.195 3 17 1 42 311.290 8.9
ARI 5 6 11 1 46 311.309 55
DURATION (hrs) 12 12 12 1 47 311.313 3.4 <=
RAINFALL (mm/hr) 3.43 oo oemees PEAK oo e 24 7 1 47 311311 2.1
INFLOW VOL (cum) 80 INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL 48 5 1 41 311.284 1.2
HYET PERIOD (hrs) 0.50 12 1 47 311.313 72 3 1 37 311.260 0.9
CALC PERIOD (hrs) 0.25
STORAGE & DISCHARGE
HYETO RELATIONSHIPS WATER  LAKE TWL CULVERT ORIFICE INFILT'N CLOGGEL
GRAPH INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL DEPTH Vs Qo LEVEL VOLUME AREA FLOW FLOW Qo Qo
PERIOD HRS (%) (IIs) (IIs) (cum) (m) (m) (cum) (I/s) (m) (cum) (sam) (I/s) (I/s) (I/s) (I/s)
0 0 0 311.000 0.000 0 0 311.00 0 100 0 0 0.6 0.6
0 0.00 0.00 6 0 5 311.047 0.100 12 1 311.10 12 132 0 0 0.8 0.9
1 0.25 6.90 6 1 10 311.090 0.200 26 1 311.20 26 164 0 0 0.9 1.3
2 0.50 6.90 12 1 21 311.161 0.300 44 1 311.30 44 197 0 0 1.1 1.8
3 0.75 13.50 12 1 31 311.224 0.400 66 1 311.40 66 231 0 0 13 24
4 1.00 13.50 4 1 33  311.237 0.600 119 2 311.60 119 300 0 0 17 3.8
5 1.25 4.25 4 1 36  311.251 0.800 186 2 311.80 186 373 0 0 22 56
6 1.50 4.25 2 1 36 311.256 1.000 268 3 312.00 268 448 0 0 26 7.8
7 1.75 2.15 2 1 37 311.260 1.200 365 3 312.20 365 526 0 0 3.0 104
8 2.00 2.15 3 1 39  311.269
9 225 3.35 3 1 41 311.279 BASIN GEOMETRY V =A*h + B*h*2 + C*h”3
10 2.50 3.35 2 1 42 311.286
11 275 275 2 1 43 311.292 Length (m) 50 Coefficient A 100
12 3.00 275 2 1 44 311.296 Width (m) 2 Coefficient B 156
13 3.25 2.10 2 1 44 311.300 Side Slope (1 in) S Coefficient C 12
14 3.50 2.10 2 1 45  311.304
15 3.75 2.45 2 1 46 311.309 OUTLET CULVERT PARAMETERS SOIL PERMEABILITY PARAMETERS
16 4.00 2.45 2 1 47 311.311
17 4.25 1.85 2 1 47 311.313 Diameter (m) 0.300 Permeability Kt (m/d) 0.5
18 4.50 1.85 1 1 47 311.311 Culvert Fall (m) 0.080 Clogged Kc (m/d) 0.5
19 4.75 0.80 1 1 46 311.309 Culvert Length (m) 4.0 Clogged Layer Thickness t (m) 0.5
20 5.00 0.80 1 1 46 311.307 Tailwater Depth (m) 0.300
21 5.25 0.90 1 1 46 311.306 No of Culverts 1
22 5.50 0.90 1 1 45  311.304 Entrance Type (1-3) 1
23 5.75 0.70 1 1 45 311.302 Inlet Loss Coeff 4.00
24 6.00 0.70 1 1 45  311.303 Manning's n 0.011
25 6.25 1.55 1 1 45 311.304
26 6.50 1.55 1 1 45  311.304 ORIFICE PLATE PARAMETERS
27 6.75 1.35 1 1 45 311.304
28 7.00 1.35 1 1 45  311.304 Orifice Dia (m) 0.010
29 7.25 1.15 1 1 45 311.303 Orifice Coeff 1.00
30 7.50 1.15 1 1 45 311.302 Orifice CL depth (m' 1.000
31 7.75 1.00 1 1 45 311.301
32 8.00 1.00 1 1 44 311.298
33 8.25 0.60 1 1 44 311.295
34 8.50 0.60 0 1 43 311.292
35 8.75 0.45 0 1 42 311.288
36 9.00 0.45 0 1 41 311.283
37 9.25 0.20 0 1 41 311.279
38 9.50 0.20 0 1 40  311.276
39 9.75 0.55 0 1 39  311.273
40 10.00 0.55 0 1 39 311.270
41 10.25 0.50 0 1 38 311.266
42 10.50 0.50 0 1 38 311.263
43 10.75 0.35 0 1 37  311.259
44 11.00 0.35 0 1 36 311.255
45 11.25 0.35 0 1 36  311.251
46 11.50 0.35 0 1 35 311.247
47 11.75 0.25 0 1 34  311.243
48 12.00 0.25 0 1 33  311.238
49 12.25 0.00 0 1 32  311.233
50 12.50 0.00 0 1 31 311.228
TOTAL Q 100 89 54
TOTAL V 80 49 80
6/05/2025 Page 10of 1
Compensation Basin Calculator PRITCHARD FRANCIS PTY LTD

hitps://api box.com/wopilfiles/1814923718211/WOPIServiceld_TP_BOX_2/WOPIUserld_-/Post-Dev Drainage Calculations 18.1% AEP ACN 008 891094 ABN: 82 139 830 466



COMPENSATION BASIN CALCULATOR

Project: Lot 12 Abattoir Road, Merredin Job No. P003016
Client: ACENERGY Date: 28/03/2025
COMPENSATING BASIN DISCHARGE - Section 7.5.7 AR&R 1987 DURATN INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL RAINFALL WORST
CASE
1 16 1 18  311.147 10.6
LOCATION KELLERBERRIN = 2 15 1 21 311.163 6.6
EQUIV AREA (ha) 0.195 3 10 1 22 311170 5.0
ARI 1 6 6 1 23 311179 3.1 <=
DURATION (hrs) 6 12 7 1 23 311175 1.9
RAINFALL (mm/hr) oI B Bl =72 24 4 1 21 311.163 1.2
INFLOW VOL (cum) 36 INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL 48 3 1 20 311.156 0.7
HYET PERIOD (hrs) 0.50 6 1 23 311.179 72 2 1 15 311.122 0.5
CALC PERIOD (hrs) 0.25
STORAGE & DISCHARGE
HYETO RELATIONSHIPS WATER LAKE TWL  CULVERT ORIFICE INFILT'N CLOGGEL
GRAPH INFLOW OUTFLOW VOLUME LEVEL DEPTH Vs Qo LEVEL VOLUME AREA FLOW FLOW Qo Qo
PERIOD HRS (%) (Is) (Is) (cum) (m) (m) (cum) (I/s) (m) (cum) (sq m) (I/s) (I/s) (I/s) (I/s)
0 0 0 311.000 0.000 0 0 311.00 0 100 0 0 0.6 0.6
0 0.00 0.00 2 0 2  311.014 0.100 12 1 311.10 12 132 0 0 0.8 0.9
1 0.25 4.55 2 0 3 311.027 0.200 26 1 311.20 26 164 0 0 0.9 1.3
2 0.50 4.55 4 0 6 311.053 0.300 44 1 311.30 44 197 0 0 1.1 1.8
3 0.75 9.15 4 1 9 311.078 0.400 66 1 311.40 66 231 0 0 13 24
4 1.00 9.15 1 1 9 311.080 0.600 119 2 311.60 119 300 0 0 17 3.8
5 1.25 2.10 1 1 9 311.082 0.800 186 2 311.80 186 373 0 0 22 56
6 1.50 2.10 6 1 14 311.119 1.000 268 3 312.00 268 448 0 0 26 7.8
7 1.75 15.30 6 1 19  311.152 1.200 365 3 312.20 365 526 0 0 3.0 104
8 2.00 15.30 3 1 21 311.162
9 2.25 6.45 3 1 22 311173 BASIN GEOMETRY V = A*h + B*h"2 + C*h"3
10 2.50 6.45 1 1 23 311175
11 275 3.20 1 1 23 311177 Length (m) 50 Coefficient A 100
12 3.00 3.20 1 1 23 311177 Width (m) 2 Coefficient B 156
13 3.25 2.15 1 1 23 311177 Side Slope (1in) S Coefficient C 12
14 3.50 215 1 1 23 311.178
15 3.75 2.65 1 1 23 311179 OUTLET CULVERT PARAMETERS SOIL PERMEABILITY PARAMETERS
16 4.00 2.65 1 1 23 311.178
17 4.25 1.65 1 1 23 311176 Diameter (m) 0.300 Permeability Kt (m/d) 0.5
18 4.50 1.65 0 1 22 311173 Culvert Fall (m) 0.080 Clogged Kc (m/d) 0.5
19 4.75 1.15 0 1 22 311171 Culvert Length (m) 4.0 Clogged Layer Thickness t (m) 0.5
20 5.00 1.15 0 1 22 311.168 Tailwater Depth (m) 0.300
21 5.25 0.95 0 1 21 311.165 No of Culverts 1
22 5.50 0.95 0 1 21 311.161 Entrance Type (1-3) 1
23 5.75 0.70 0 1 20 311.157 Inlet Loss Coeff 4.00
24 6.00 0.70 0 1 19 311.152 Manning's n 0.011
25 6.25 0.00 0 1 19 311.147
26 6.50 0.00 0 1 18 311.142 ORIFICE PLATE PARAMETERS
27 6.75 0.00 0 1 17 311.137
28 7.00 0.00 0 1 16 311.132 Orifice Dia (m) 0.010
29 7.25 0.00 0 1 16 311.127 Orifice Coeff 1.00
30 7.50 0.00 0 1 15 311.122 Orifice CL depth (m’ 1.000
31 7.75 0.00 0 1 14 311117
32 8.00 0.00 0 1 13 311.112
33 8.25 0.00 0 1 13 311.107
34 8.50 0.00 0 1 12 311.103
35 8.75 0.00 0 1 11 311.098
36 9.00 0.00 0 1 11 311.092
37 9.25 0.00 0 1 10  311.087
38 9.50 0.00 0 1 9 311.082
39 9.75 0.00 0 1 9 311.077
40 10.00 0.00 0 1 8 311.073
41 10.25 0.00 0 1 8 311.068
42 10.50 0.00 0 1 7 311.064
43 10.75 0.00 0 0 7 311.061
44 11.00 0.00 0 0 7 311.057
45 11.25 0.00 0 0 6 311.054
46 11.50 0.00 0 0 6 311.051
47 11.75 0.00 0 0 6 311.048
48 12.00 0.00 0 0 5 311.045
49 12.25 0.00 0 0 5 311.043
50 12.50 0.00 0 0 5 311.040
TOTAL Q 100 40 35

TOTAL V 36 32 36

6/05/2025 Page 1 of 1
PRITCHARD FRANCIS PTY LTD

ACN 008 891094 ABN: 82 139 830 466

Compensation Basin Calculator
hitps://api box.com/wopilfiles/1814923724476/WOPIServiceld_TP_BOX_2/WOPIUserld_-/Post-Dev Drainage Calculations 63.2% AEP
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BESS Fire Safety FAQ

Merredin D-BESS

Rev.0

1. How does the proposed battery system mitigate fire risks?

The battery system proposed by ACEnergy uses lithium-iron phosphate (LFP)
chemistry, which is one of the safest lithium-ion battery types available. Unlike
other battery chemistries, LFP batteries have a significantly lower risk of
overheating and fire. This is because they are highly stable and do not easily
enter thermal runaway—a rapid overheating reaction that can lead to fire or
explosion.

The safety of the battery system has been tested under extreme conditions using
the UL 9540A test, a recognised fire safety assessment for battery energy storage
systems. The results confirm that the battery does not produce external flames,
does not overheat nearby units, and does not pose an explosion risk. The
containerised design and in-built fire suppression system further reduce fire
risks by containing and extinguishing any potential fire within the unit.

Each battery container is equipped with smoke detectors, gas sensors, and
temperature monitors to provide early warning of any issues. Please refer to the
figure below as an example. If an abnormal condition is detected, the automatic
fire suppression system activates to quickly contain and extinguish the fire within
the container. This prevents the fire from spreading to other battery units or the
surrounding area.



Ener C+ Product Overview - Fire Suppression System

» Detection system

+  Equipped with different types of detectors, such as smoke detector, heat detector and gas detector

+  All detection signals are received and processed by the fire control panel, and the hydrogen (H,) detector can be linked
with the explosion-proof fan system.

Battery compartment  Electrical compartment

Heat

Detection of temperature, in the

1 2 Optional
detector et battery compartment
Detection of smoke particles,
Smoke two in the battery compartment,
i1 Standard
detector and one in the electrical
compartment
Hydrogen Detection of hydrogen, in the
3 2 Standard
detector battery compartment
Receive detector signals and
Fire control 1 Standard contrel fire extinguishing system
panel and explosion-proof system, in
@ Hydrogen detector @ Smoke detector Heat detector the electrical compartment
B Aerosol (500g) Aerosol (200g) s Aerosol 12 Optional In the battery compartment

The Battery Management System (BMS) continuously monitors the temperature,
voltage, and overall condition of each battery. This real-time monitoring allows
for early detection of potential issues so that preventative action can be taken
before a problem escalates. The system also includes an explosion-proof panel
that safely disperses gases before they reach hazardous levels.

Testing has also shown that even if an LFP battery is physically damaged, such as
by being punctured, it does notignite. In rare cases where an LFP battery does
catch fire, it primarily produces carbon dioxide, which helps slow combustion.
These safety measures ensure that the battery system is designed to prevent,
detect, and contain fire risks effectively.

2. How does the project mitigate risks of fire ignited from within a BESS
container?

ACEnergy has adopted a comprehensive, multi-layered approach to reduce fire
risks, including the unlikely event of a fire originating within a BESS container. Key
design and planning measures include:

¢ Adequate separation distances: All battery containers and Medium
Voltage Power Stations (MVPS) will be installed with sufficient spacing
between units to minimise the risk of fire spreading between
components.

e Asset Protection Zone (APZ): A managed APZ of up to 25 metres will be
maintained around the BESS and MVPS equipment. This reduces the



likelihood of vegetation contributing to fire spread and supports safe fire
response operations.

¢ Dedicated water supply: A water tank sized in accordance with the
Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES WA) bushfire
protection guidelines will be installed to support firefighting efforts should
anincident occur.

e Emergency access: The project will establish a suitable access point from
Abattoir Road, desighed to allow safe and efficient entry and exit for
emergency service vehicles.

e Fire management planning: ACEnergy is committed to preparing and
submitting a Bushfire and Fire Management Plan prior to construction.
This plan will address both bushfire threats and on-site fire response
procedures in line with current regulatory requirements and DFES
expectations.

These measures are designed to support prevention, containment, and safe
response to any internal fire event, ensuring the protection of people, property,
and the surrounding environment.

3. Has the BESS product undergone fire testing, and what standards
does it meet?

Yes, the batteries have undergone extensive fire safety testing and meets
stringent international safety standards to ensure protection against fire and
thermal events. Itis certified to IEC 62619 (battery safety), UL 9540A (thermal
runaway fire testing), UL 9540 (BESS safety certification), and UL 1973 (battery
performance and safety).

A large-scale burn test conducted by DNV, an internationally recognised testing
body, confirmed that the selected BESS product can effectively contain fire
within a single unit, preventing spread to adjacent units. Even when placed at the
minimum allowable separation distance, neighbouring units remained below
critical thermal runaway thresholds, demonstrating strong fire containment and
safety measures.

These tests confirm that the BESS meets industry best practices for fire safety
and reliability, ensuring compliance with both international and Australian
regulatory requirements.

4. Do LFP batteries release toxic gases if they catch fire?



According to a full breakdown of the gases released in the UL9540A testing of the
proposed battery system, and a declaration from the manufacturer CATL, the
proposed battery products do not contain toxic and harmful substances
prohibited by the EU, as defined under the EU Battery Regulation: (EU)
2023/1542.

With respect to the potential for long-term air quality impacts, the publicly
available Report of Technical Findings Victorian Big Battery (VBB) Fire serves as a
reference. Note that the VBB project employs Nickel Manganese Cobalt (NMC)
lithium-ion batteries which share very similar off-gas components with the LFP
lithium-ion batteries proposed in the Merredin D-BESS project, except for the
release of oxygen. This document details the air monitoring performed by the
Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) by deploying two mobile air
quality monitors within 2 km of the VBB site. Locations were chosen where there
was potential to impact the local community. The data demonstrates that two
hours after the fire event, the air quality in the surrounding area was “good” and
no long-lasting air quality concerns arose from the fire event. Note that NMC
lithium-ion batteries are generally considered more prone to thermal runaway
effect than the LFP lithium-ion batteries, due to a lower thermal threshold and
the release of oxygen that fuels combustion and accelerates thermal runaway
during incidents of overcharging, overheating, or physical damage. In the worst-
case scenario event, performed under UL 9540A module level fire testing, the
products of combustion of a Megapack battery module (from the NMC lithium-
ion batteries used in the VBB) can include flammable and non-flammable gases.
Based on those regulatory tests, the flammable gases were found to be below
their Lower Flammable Limit (LFL) and would not pose a deflagration or
explosion risk to first responders or the general public. The non-flammable gases
were found to be comparable to the smoke encountered in a typical Class A
structure fire and do not contain any unique or atypical gases beyond what is
found in the combustion of modern combustible materials.
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12.2 Authorisation to Execute the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6

Amendment No 8 (Omnibus Amendment) and Use of Shire of Merredin Common
Seal

Development Services g‘ MERREDIN
Responsible Officer: Peter Zenni, EMDS
Author: Paul Bashall — Planwest (WA) Pty Ltd
Planning and Development Act 2005
Legislation: Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015
File Reference: CM/19/93
Disclosure of Interest: Nil
Attachment 12.2A - Local Planning Scheme 6 Amendment 8 -
Attachments: .
Omnibus Amendment
Purpose of Report
- Executive Decision |:| Legislative Requirement

For Council to consider that it authorises the Shire President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
to sign the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6 Amendment No 8 (Omnibus), and
to affix the Shire of Merredin Common Seal to Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6
Amendment No 8 (Omnibus).

Background

At the May Ordinary Council Meeting held on 27 May 2025, Council resolved as follows
(CMRef: 83607):

That Council

1. ADOPTS the Officer Recommendations for each submission received following the
advertising of the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Strategy (the 2024 Strategy) in
accordance with the Schedule of Submissions;

2. ENDORSES the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Strategy (the 2024 Strategy) as
advertised without modification;

3. REQUESTS the WA Planning Commission’s final approval for the Shire of Merredin
Local Planning Strategy (the 2024 Strategy);

4. ADOPTS the Officer Recommendations for each submission received following the
advertising of the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6 Amendment No 8
(Omnibus) in accordance with the Schedule of Submissions;
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5. SUPPORTS the proposed amendment to the local planning scheme with proposed
modifications to address issues raised in the submissions; and

6. REQUESTS the WA Planning Commission’s recommendation for the Minister for
Planning’s final approval for the Omnibus Amendment.

For the Local Planning Scheme No 6 Omnibus Amendment No 8 (Omnibus) to be submitted
to the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC), the amendment document must be
signed on behalf of the Shire of Merredin (the Shire) by the Shire President and CEO and the
Shire Common Seal attached to the amendment document.

Comment

Council resolved to finalise the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6 Amendment
No 8 (Omnibus) during its Ordinary Council Meeting held on 27 May 2025. The resolution was
worded as per requirements of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015. The amendment documentation incorporates the provision of a municipal
seal which needs to be affixed to the document and requires the signature of the Shire
President and CEO.

The Shire of Merredin Policy 3.13 — Use of Common Seal requires the formal resolution of
Council for the Common Seal to be affixed to the amendment documentation.

As such the matter is being brought back before Council for its consideration for Council to
authorise the Shire President and CEO to sign the amendment documentation on behalf of
Council and to attach the Shire of Merredin Common Seal to the amendment documentation.
Policy Implications
Compliance with Shire of Merredin Policy 3.13 — Use of Common Seal.
Statutory Implications

Compliance with the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015.

Strategic Implications

@ Strategic Community Plan

Theme: 4. Communication and Leadership

Service Area Objective: 4.2 Decision Making
4.2.3 The Council is well informed in their decision-making,
supported by a skilled administration team who are
committed to providing timely, strategic information and
advice.

Priorities and Strategies

for Change: Nil

@ Corporate Business Plan

Theme: 5. Places and Spaces
Priorities: Nil

Objectives: 5.4 Town Planning & Building Control
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5.4.2 The Shire has current local planning scheme and
associated strategy which is flexible and able to suitably
guide future residential and industrial growth

Sustainability Implications

@ Strategic Resource Plan
Nil

Risk Implications

Nil, the Shire has already resolved to finalise the Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No
6 Amendment No 8 (Omnibus), following a lengthy process of consultation in accordance with
legislative requirements, this is simply a procedural matter to align with the Shire’s Policy on
the use of the Common Seal.

Financial Implications

Nil
Voting Requirements
- Simple Majority |:| Absolute Majority
- Resolution
Moved: Cr Anderson Seconded: Cr Billing

That Council AUTHORISES the Shire President and Chief Executive Officer to
83624 sign and apply the Shire of Merredin Common Seal to the Shire of Merredin
Local Planning Scheme No 6 Amendment No 8 (Omnibus).

CARRIED 6/0
For: Cr Crook, Cr Manning, Cr Anderson, Cr Billing, Cr O’Neill, Cr Van Der Merwe

Against: Nil
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Various amendments resulting from the Report of Review

prepared as part of a Scheme review.

November 2024
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COMPLEX AMENDMENT

This Amendment has been determined to be a Complex Amendment according to the
definition of the terms used in the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015 (Regulations).

The Regulations introduce a track-based approach to local planning scheme amendments
that enables amendments to be classified as either a basic, standard or complex amendment.

This amendment as defined in Regulation 34, and can be summarised as follows:

complex amendment means any of the following amendments to a local planning scheme -

(a) an amendment that is not consistent with a local planning strategy for the scheme that has
been endorsed by the Commission;

(b) an amendment that is not addressed by any local planning strategy;

(c) an amendment relating to development that is of a scale, or will have an impact, that is
significant relative to development in the locality;

The classification of a complex amendment requires the consultation requirements and
timeframes in which the amendment must be dealt with in the Regulations. The Regulations
impose timeframes on both the local government and Western Australian Planning
Commission (WAPC) for processing of the amendment, as outlined in the table below:

Scheme Advertising Local government WAPC timeframe
. . . to make
Ame:ndzient consideration period recommendation
yp (post advertising) to Minister
Complex 60 days 90 days post end date of | 90 days
submission period

Shire of Merredin Page 1 Local Planning Scheme No 6
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2005
RESOLUTION DECIDING TO AMEND A LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME
Shire of Merredin

LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME No 6 AMENDMENT No 8

The Merredin Shire Council under and by virtue of the powers conferred upon it in
that behalf by the Planning and Development Act 2005, hereby amends the above Local
Planning Scheme by:

a)i Reclassifying Lots 157 (VCL) Station Street, and Lot 21, Lots 24-28, Lots 72,
75, 76,158, and portions of Lot 800 Main Street, and Lots 47-49, Lot 50, Lots
159, 160, and 109-110 Plimpton Street, and Lot 157 Station Street,
Burracoppin, from ‘Parks and recreation’ to ‘Townsite’ zone with an ‘R10’
density code.

a)ii  Rezoning Lots 22, 23, 71, and portion of Lot 800 Main Street, Burracoppin,
from‘General farming’ to “Townsite’ zone with an ‘R10’ density code.

a)iii Changing the density code for all existing Townsite zoned lots in Burracoppin
from‘R10/20’ to ‘R10’.

a)iv Rezoning Lots 108-115, 136-140 and Lot 156 Cunningham Street,
Nangeenan, from‘General farming’ to ‘Townsite’ with an ‘R10’ density code.

a)v. Adding an ‘R10’ density code to Lot 155 (No.29) Marley Close (Main Street),
Nangeenan.

a)vi Rezoning Lot 24 Avon Street and Lots 9 and 10 Railway Street, Nukarni, from
‘General farming’ to ‘Townsite’ with an R10 density code.

b) Rezoning Lot 377 and portion of Lot 1 Kitchener Road, Merredin, from
‘Residential’ to ‘Special Use’ (for Place of Worship) and deleting the R10/30
density code accordingly and amend Schedule Four by updating Special Use
No.12 to add the lots above.

c) Reclassifying Lot 461 Throssell Road, Merredin, from ‘Public purposes -
Kindergarten’ to ‘Residential’ with an R-Code of ‘R10/30’.

d)i Rezoning Lots 11-13 Lukin Street and Lot 20 Goldfields Road, Merredin, from
‘General farming’ to ‘Special Residential’.

d)ii Reclassifying Lots 14 and 15 Lukin Street, and Lots 16-17 Goldfields Road,
Merredin, from ‘Special use — Tourist development’ to ‘Parks and Recreation’
reserve and rezone Lot 18 & 19 Goldfields Road from ‘Special use -Tourist
Development’ to ‘Special Residential’.

e) Reclassifying Crown Reserve 29700 Chandler-Merredin Road, Merredin, from
‘Public Purposes — Public use’ to ‘Special use’ for tourist and visitor
accommodation and amending Schedule Four — Special Use Zones. as follows;

Shire of Merredin Page 2 Local Planning Scheme No 6
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No |Description of land Special use Conditions mz&
Tourist Development to be
development consistent  with  the

Reserve 29700 Chandler- [and visitor relevant Local Planning
5 [Merredin Road, Merredin |accommodation |Policy and an adopted SU5-T
Educational Local Development Plan
establishment

i Rezoning Lots 4, 5 and 20261 Merredin-Narembeen Road, Merredin,
from ‘Special use — Airstrip’ and ‘General agriculture’ to ‘Special use’ for Airstrip
Mixed uses.
flii  Amending Schedule Four — Special Use No 7 as follows;
. . . o Map
No Description of land Special use Conditions label
Airstrip Development to be
i .. [consistent  with  the
Lots 4, 5, apd Qommgrmal and I'ghtrelevant Local Planning
20261  Merredin- industrial uses SU7-AMU
7 Narembeen Road, ) . Policy and an adopted
South Merredin Educational facility | 5ca) Development Plan
Student
IAccommodation

f)iii Amending clause 5.6 SCA 5 Merredin Airstrip as follows;
‘5.6 SCA 5- MERREDIN AIRSTRIP

5.6.1 Purpose

The purpose of Special Control Area 5 is to provide guidance for land use and
development within the area shown on the Scheme Maps as SCA 5.

5.6.2 Objectives

The objectives for the SCA 5 are to:

a)

conflicts.
b)

airstrip.
5.6.3

Application Requirements

ensure compatibility of uses within SCA5 and address potential for land use

ensure that operations within SCA5 do not conflict with the operation of the

Despite any other provision of the Scheme, development approval is required for
all use and development including a single house.

5.6.4

Development Requirements

In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined
by the local government and may be based on environmental advice received.

Shire of Merredin
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5.6.5 Referral of Applications

Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental
protection agency for advice.’

fJiv  Amending the boundary of SCA 5 on the Scheme map.

g)i Reclassifying Lot 26740 Chandler-Merredin Road, Merredin, from ‘Public purposes
— Public use’ to ‘Special use’ for a Concrete batching plant.

g)ii  Amending Schedule Four — Special Use No.6 as follows;

No Description of land Special use [Conditions |2nbaep|
Development to be
istent ith th
Lot 26740 Chandler- |Concrete consisten N e
Merredin Road. Merredi batchi relevant Local Planning
5 erredin Road, Merredin p;rc]t ing Policy and an adopted |SU6-CBP

Local Development Plan

g)ii  Adding a new Special Control area to 5.1.1 ‘SCA7 - Concrete batching plant’.

g)iv Adding a new clause 5.8 in Part Five — Special Control Areas as follows.

‘5.8 SCA7- CONCRETE BATCHING PLANT

5.8.1 Purpose

The purpose of Special Control Area 7 is to provide guidance for land use and
development within the area shown on the Scheme Maps as SCA 7.

5.8.2 Objectives

The objectives for the SCA 7 are to:

a) ensure that uses and development of land within 500 metres of the
concretebatching plant are not detrimentally impacted by the plant operations.

5.8.3  Application Requirements

Despite any other provision of the Scheme development approval is required
for alluse and development including a single house.

5.8.4  Development Requirements

In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined
bythe local government and may be based on environmental advice received.

5.8.5 Referral of Applications

Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental
protectionagency for advice.

h)i  Deleting the Development Area shown on the Scheme Map in the area surrounded
by Farrar Parade, Third Avenue, Second Avenue, Marino Street and Fifth Avenue,

Shire of Merredin
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Merredin.
h)ii  Deleting clause 4.9 Development Areas and inserting the following:
‘49 DEVELOPMENT AREAS

Subdivision and development of land included in a Development Area, as shown
on the Scheme Map, may be subject to the preparation of a Structure plan or a
Local Development Plan for the area in accordance with Part 4 or Part 6 of the
deemed provisions.’

i) Reclassifying portion Lot 501 Bates, Duff and Coronation Streets, Merredin, from
‘Public purposes — Civic and cultural’ to ‘Residential’ with an R-Code of ‘R80’, and
‘Parks and recreation’.

i) Rezoning of Lots 503 and 601 Goldfields Road, Lot 504 Gabo Avenue, Lot 602
Gamenya Avenue, and the northern portions of Lots 82 Adamson Road,
Merredin, from ‘General farming’ to ‘General industry’.

j)Ji  Rezoning of the southern portion of Lot 82 Adamson Road, Merredin, from
‘General farming’ to ‘Light industry’.

k) Amending Table One — Zoning Table by amending the permissibility of a
Convenience Store from an ‘A’ use in the Residential zone to an ‘X’ use in the
Residential zone.

) Replace tourism related provisions as follows:

i) In Table One — Zoning Table, delete use classes and permissibilities for bed
and breakfast, holiday accommodation and motel.

i) InTable One — Zoning Table, add to the remaining tourist/entertaining uses and
commerce uses, the following use classes and permissibility’s:

ZONES
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o | z
> 14
w
J x |2 | & o 4 4 E,:
< E | < |n |3 < < w
USE CLASSES = z [3) o | u> |Ww = s 1
Z L x | % x |[E|laz Z
() < Z
w 1] = — é = 0| W —uw é
a Z = T = w0 Z Qo é a W
n |2 |2 |5 |5 |28 |3 oo n | Z
w (o) O |€ |9 |uw S |0|aW | DwWw w
(14 - (&) I | O < | X o (V)
TOURIST AND ENTERTAINMENT USES
Hosted short-term P P P X X X P |P P P
rental
accommodation
Tourist and visitor X D D D X X D |D D D
accommodation
Unhosted short-term D D D X X X D|D D D
rental
accommodation
COMMERCE
Road house (X [X [A [A [P |P |A [ X | X |D
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Amending Schedule One — Dictionary of Defined Words and Expressions by deleting
the first paragraph and inserting the following:

‘Unless listed below the words and expressions used in the Scheme have the same
meaning as the general definitions and land use definitions contained in Schedule 1
(Model provisions) or Schedule 2 (Deemed provisions) of the Planning and
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015.

Where a definition is listed below and there is a conflict of interpretation of words the
meaning of the word or term, the definition listed below shall prevail, unless the word
or expression applies to residential development (Clause 1.7 refers).’

iv. In Schedule One, ‘Dictionary of Defined Words and Expressions’ delete the
definitions for:
e cabin
e chalet
e holiday accommodation
e short term accommodation, and
e tourist development.
V. In ‘Schedule Two - Additional Uses’, at Additional Use No.2, replace all references
to the term ‘tourist development’ with ‘tourist and visitor accommodation’.
vi.  Amend clause 4.7 — Site and Development Requirements by inserting an additional
provision as below:
‘4.7.6 Tourist and visitor accommodation
Development of tourist and visitor accommodation in the special residential, rural
residential and general farming zones shall only take the form of chalets or cabins.’
m) Amending Table One — Zoning Table by amending the permissibility of a ‘Grouped
dwelling’ from an ‘X’ use in the ‘Town centre’ zone to an ‘A’ use in the “Town centre’
zone.
n) Adding a new clause 4.7.7 Renewable energy facility to provide requirements for
development approval applications, as follows:
4.7.7 Renewable energy facility
In considering an application for development approval of a Renewable Energy
Facility in the General farming zone, the local government will have due regard
to, among others, the following matters:
e scale of operation and connection to the electricity grid network,
e environmental assessments of the type, location and significance of flora, fauna
and water resources,
e potential for other environmental impacts,
e assessment of cultural and visual landscape impact,
Shire of Merredin Page 6 Local Planning Scheme No 6
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¢ integration with prevailing agricultural land uses,
o bushfire mitigation, and

e post closure measures for site remediation and rehabilitation.’

n)ii Deleting the definition for ‘Wind farm or wind energy facility’ in Schedule One -

Dictionary of Defined Words and Expressions and replacing the definition with a
new definition for a ‘Renewable energy facility’ as follows.
‘Renewable energy facility means premises used to generate energy from a
renewable energy source and includes any building or other structure used in, or
relating to, the generation of energy by a renewable resource. It does not include
renewable energy electricity generation where the energy produced principally
supplies a domestic and/or business premises and any on selling to the grid is
secondary.’

n)ii  Deleting the use class ‘Wind farm or wind energy facility’ from Table One — Zoning
Table and adding a new Use class ‘Renewable energy facility’ in the ‘Other uses’
group with the following permissibility in each zone as follows:

ZONES
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Renewable energy facility XI X[ X|X|AJA|X]| X X | A

o)i Amending the text of Part Five — Special Control Areas by deleting clauses 5.2.4 and

5.2.5 and inserting replacement clauses as follows.

5.2.4 Development Requirements

In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined by
the local government and may be based on environmental advice received.

5.2.5 Referral of Applications

Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental protection
agency for advice.

0)ii Amending the text of Part Five — Special Control Areas by deleting clauses 5.3.4 and
5.3.5 and inserting replacement clauses as follows.

5.3.4 Development Requirements
In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined by
the local government and may be based on environmental advice received.
5.3.5 Referral of Applications
Shire of Merredin Page 7 Local Planning Scheme No 6
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Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental protection
agency for advice.

o)ii  Amending the text of Part Five — Special Control Areas by deleting clauses 5.4.4 and
5.4.5 and inserting replacement clauses as follows.

5.4.4 Development Requirements

In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined by
the local government and may be based on environmental advice received.

5.4.5 Referral of Applications

Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental protection
agency for advice.

o)iv.  Amending the text of Part Five — Special Control Areas by deleting clauses 5.5.4 and
5.5.5 and inserting replacement clauses as follows.

5.5.4 Development Requirements

In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined by
the local government and may be based on environmental advice received.

5.5.5 Referral of Applications

Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental protection
agency for advice.

o)v.  Amending the text of Part Five — Special Control Areas by deleting clauses 5.7.4 and
5.7.5 and inserting replacement clauses as follows.

5.7.4 Development Requirements

In addition to other provisions of the Scheme, all development shall be determined by
the local government and may be based on environmental advice received.

5.7.5 Referral of Applications

Development approval applications may be referred to the environmental protection
agency for advice.

p) Amend the scheme maps accordingly and undertake any other administrative edits,
formatting changes and renumbering as a result of the above set of changes.

Dated this .....................t. day of ...cooiiiiiiiii, 20...

Chief Executive Officer Date
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FILE NO................

PART OF AGENDA.
MINISTER FOR PLANNING
PROPOSAL TO AMEND A SCHEME
1. LOCAL AUTHORITY: Shire of Merredin
2. DESCRIPTION OF TOWN Local Planning Scheme No. 6
PLANNING SCHEME:
3. TYPE OF SCHEME: District Zoning Scheme
4. SERIAL NUMBER OF Amendment No. 8
AMENDMENT:
5. PROPOSAL To amend various parts of the Scheme consistent

with the outcomes of a report of review considered
broadly satisfactory by the WA Planning Commission
for the preparation of an omnibus amendment.

REPORT BY: Shire of Merredin

1 INTRODUCTION

The Shire of Merredin seeks the WA Planning Commission’s support and the Hon. Minister’s
approval to a Scheme Amendment that seeks to amend several parts of the scheme in an
omnibus amendment consistent with the Report of Review considered by the WA Planning
Commission in May 2022.

2 BACKGROUND

The Shire of Merredin Scheme No 6 was gazetted on 24 June 2011. The Scheme is consistent
with the Model Scheme Text as outlined in the Planning and Development (Local Planning
Schemes) Regulations 2015 (Regulations).

The Scheme was reviewed in 2022 with the Report of Review approved by the local
government. The Report of Review prepared under r67 of the Regulations and considered by
the WA Planning Commission as being broadly satisfactory in its existing form but should be
amended by an omnibus amendment pursuant to r47 of the Regulations.

The Deemed provisions 'of the Regulations apply to every local government Scheme in the
State. The implications refer to a diverse range of Scheme functions including designation and
processing of Structure Plans, definitions, amendment types, heritage provisions, strategy and
local planning policy preparation and processes, Local Development Plans (LDP),
Development Approval (DA) applications and determinations, DA exemptions, bushfire
provisions, reserve and zone designations and formats amongst other matters.

The following parts will deal with each component of this omnibus amendment. The first
proposals (items 3a to 3k) relate to the Scheme mapping, followed by text changes.

' Deemed provisions of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015
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3 AMENDMENT COMPONENTS
3a)i Burracoppin Townsite

The Burracoppin Townsite is a small town located about 20 kilometres east of Merredin on
Great Eastern Highway. Although the townsite boundary includes over 300 hectares, the
development is sparse. The centre of the town includes less than 30 lots facing the railway
reserve (and the Great Eastern Highway). The existing Scheme shows these lots as ‘Townsite’
zone to provide a degree of flexibility in activities in lieu of zoning specific lots for specific other
uses.

All these lots are about 1,000m? (or quarter of an acre) and currently have an R10/20 density
code that provides for one house per 1,000m? (R10) where there is no deep sewerage. As
there is no deep sewerage there is little opportunity to achieve an R20 density.

There are several lots on Main Street and Plimpton Street that are either ‘Parks and recreation’
or ‘General farming’. The Council is keen to reclassify these properties to ‘Townsite’ zone to
pre-empt any land releases or development proposals that would encourage further
development of the townsite. This part of the Amendment will

a)i Reclassifying Lots 157 (VCL) Station Street, and Lot 21, Lots 24-28, Lots 72,
75, 76,158, and portions of Lot 800 Main Street, and Lots 47-49, Lot 50, Lots
159, 160, and 109-110 Plimpton Street, and Lot 157 Station Street,
Burracoppin, from ‘Parks and recreation’ to ‘Townsite’ zone with an ‘R10’
density code.

a)ii  Rezoning Lots 22, 23, 71, and portion of Lot 800 Main Street, Burracoppin,
from‘General farming’ to ‘Townsite’ zone with an ‘R10’ density code.

a)ii  Changing the density code for all existing Townsite zoned lots in Burracoppin
from‘R10/20’ to ‘R10’.

Figure 1 provides an aerial photograph of the smaller lots in the Townsite.

FIGURE 1 - BURRACOPPIN TOWNSITE LOTS
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Source: Landgate ESRI, Planwest
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Figure 2 provides an extract from the existing scheme mapping.

FIGURE 2 - BURRACOPPIN TOWNSITE LOTS
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Figure 3 shows the proposed amendment.

FIGURE 3 - BURRACOPPIN AMENDMENT
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3a)iv Nangeenan Townsite

The Nangeenan Townsite is a small town located about 11 kilometres west of Merredin
townsite on Great Eastern Highway. Although the townsite boundary includes nearly 280
hectares, the development is mostly farming and parklands. The smaller ‘urban’ lots provide
for a variety of uses as shown in. Figure 4.

FIGURE 4 - NANGEENAN TOWNSITE LOTS
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Source: Landgate, ESRI, Planwest

Much of the town is Crown reserves and is classified as ‘Conservation’ in the Scheme as can
be seen from the Scheme extract in Figure 5.

FIGURE 5 - NANGEENAN TOWNSITE SCHEME EXTRACT
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.All the land fronting Main Street are zoned ‘Townsite’ whilst the other small lots are currently
zoned ‘General farming’.

This Amendment part, not unlike Burracoppin, will rezone several lots in Cunningham Street
from ‘General farming’ to ‘Townsite’ zone with an R10 density code. In addition, Lot 155 on
the corner of Cahill and Main Street, although currently zoned ‘Townsite’, has no R-Code. This
Amendment part will allocate an R10 density code to this lot. Figure 6 shows the proposed
amendment.

FIGURE 6 - NANGEENAN TOWNSITE SCHEME EXTRACT

Source: Landgate, DPLH, Planwest

3a)vi Nukarni Townsite

Nukarni townsite is located about 20 kilometres north of Merredin townsite on the Goomalling-
Merredin Road. Figure 7 provides an aerial photograph of the smaller lots of the townsite, and
Figure 8 an extract from the Scheme.

FIGURE 7 - NUKARNI TOWNSITE LOTS
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FIGURE 8 — NUKARNI TOWNSITE SCHEME EXTRACT

Legend

LPScheme - Zones & Reserves
DESIGNATION

- Conservaton

[ | Generat farming

Bl ~-s 3nd recreation

G ooy

~

Source: Landgate, DPLH, Planwest

The townsite occupies about 140 hectares and is mostly vegetated with minimal development.
There are only 3 lots (south of Main Street) that are currently zoned ‘General farming’. The
smaller ‘urban sized lots’ north of Main Street are either Vacant Crown Land (VCL) or Crown
reserves.

This Amendment part will rezone the 3 lots south of Main Street, from ‘General Farming’ to
Townsite with an R10 density code (see Figure 9).

FIGURE 9 — NUKARNI TOWNSITE AMENDMENT
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3b) Kitchener Street Church
The Seventh-Day Adventist Church located on Kitchener Street has two road frontages.

Figure 10 below shows an aerial photograph of the site showing how the church building on
Kitchener Street straddles a zoning boundary. The zoning on Lot 1 (purple boundary) has, on

the west part, a ‘Special Use — Place of Worship’ zoning and on the east side a ‘Residential’
zone.

The Church has advised that it also owns Lot 377 (HN 48) to the west of the church building
(blue boundary), however the house shown in Figure 10 is now demolished. The Church is
keen to also include this property in the ‘Special use — worship’ zone. It is therefore proposed
that the whole of Lot 1 and Lot 377 are both zoned for church purposes.

The resolution would need to delete the R-Code over the Residential zone as follows.
Rezoning of Lot 377 and portion of Lot 1 Kitchener Road, Merredin, from ‘Residential’ to
‘Special Use - Place of Worship’ and deleting the R10/30 density code accordingly.

FIGURE 10 KITCHENER ROAD CHURCH
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Source: Landgate, DPLH, Planwest

3c) Throssell St Kindergarten

The existing kindergarten in Throssell Road is no longer operational and is to be redeveloped
for residential uses. Figure 11 shows the existing development on the 1,731m? lot. With an
R30 density the site has a potential yield of at least 5 grouped dwellings.

This component of the amendment will rezone of Lot 461 Throssell Road, Merredin, from
‘Public purposes — Kindergarten’ to ‘Residential’ with an R-Code of ‘R10/30’.
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FIGURE 11 - THROSSELL ROAD KINDERGARTEN

Source: Landgate, DPLH, Planwest

3d) Maiolo/Lukin Street

There are 4 lots in the area of Maiolo Way and Lukin Street (shown in Figure 12) that are
currently zoned ‘General farming’. These 4 lots are all just over 4,000m? each and are clearly
not capable of being used for general farming. The ‘General farming’ zone permits up to 3
dwelling under certain circumstances, however this is based on lots being over 40 hectares in
area. It is more appropriate that these 4 lots should be included in the ‘Special residential’
zone as is the land located immediately to the north and northwest.

The land immediately east of these lots is currently zoned ‘Special use — Tourist development’.
The land is included in Crown Reserve 22645 which is a C class reserve with a current use
as ‘Parklands’. The reserve was created in 1947 and appears to have had no action from then.
The DPLH is the responsible authority, but there is no vesting order.

There is no known reason for these properties to remain for tourist uses, however, if the lots
were ever to be released from their Crown land designation, they would be best used for
‘Special residential’.

Figure 12 below shows the location of these 6 lots with the existing zoning of the abutting land
to the north already zoned as ‘Special residential’.

The amendment will rezone;

d)i Lot 20 corner of Maiolo Way and Goldfields Road, and Lots 11-13 Lukin Street,
Merredin, from ‘General farming’ to ‘Special Residential’, and
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d)ii Reclassifying Lots 14 and 15 Lukin Street, and Lots 16 17 Goldfields Road,
Merredin, from ‘Special use — Tourist development’ to ‘Parks and Recreation’
reserve and rezone Lot 18 & 19 Goldfields Road from ‘Special use -Tourist
Development’ to ‘Special Residential’.

FIGURE 12 — MAIOLO WAY/LUKIN STREET LOTS
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3e) Hunts Dam Reserve for Njaki Njaki

The Njaki Njaki Aboriginal Corporation currently occupies the Reserve 29700 known as Hunts
Dam Reserve and conducts Aboriginal cultural tours for visitors to learn about Aboriginal
history and culture. These tours include;

e traditional Aboriginal food sources including native bush tucker,

e the Aboriginal Dreamtime (the Dreamtime are Aboriginal stories and legends of how
their land was created),

e artifacts and tools used by Njaki Njaki Aboriginal people.

The tours also include visits to sites of significance to the Njaki Njaki Aboriginal people with a
local Traditional Owner Aboriginal tour guide.

The group is keen to further develop the site in response to increased interest in the tours.
Currently the site is classified as ‘Public purposes — Public utility’ in the Scheme which makes
it difficult for the Council to determine appropriate uses for the site.

This proposal seeks to reclassify the site from ‘Public purposes — Public utility’ to ‘Special use
— Tourist development’. Associated with this amendment will be a change to Schedule Four —
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Special Use Zones. This Schedule outlines the special use/s and the conditions attached to
those uses or development.

Reserve 29700 is nearly 26 hectares, is a C Class Reserve for Public Recreation and has
been vested in the Shire of Merredin since 1983. The responsible agency is DPLH.

The Scheme designation is a separate issue to the Management Order (MO) of the Reserve
and therefore can be advanced ahead of any MO changes.

Figure 13 provides an aerial photograph of the site with the existing Scheme overlayed. The
SCA (Special Control Area) in the Figure relates to a rubbish tip located about 580 metres
north of the subject land.

FIGURE 13 — NJAKI NJAKI RESERVE
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Source: Landgate, ESRI, DPLH, Planwest

The proposed Amendment will also add the subject land into Schedule Four (special Uses)
with a condition that requires a Local Development Plan (LDP) to be prepared as a basis for
the local government to determine a DA. This requirement will also assist the applicant in its
forward planning initiatives, and includes tourist development, visitor accommodation and
educational establishment.

The Council may consider the preparation of a Local Planning Policy (LPP) to guide the
applicants, and local government, in the types of activities and uses that are considered
appropriate for the whole site.

The Council, at its August meeting, considered the matter around the right of public access to
the Reserve should the Council relinquish control of the MO.
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Njaki Njaki Aboriginal Cultural Tours (NNACT) has advised that should its proposal to gain
management over the land proceed public access would not be possible for several reasons.
These include:

1. the proposed layout of the site and facilities over the whole Reserve area;
the responsibility for public liability and insurance costs for members of the public who
may be on the Reserve but not as part of the NNACT activities; and

3. the duty of care requirements on NNACT for the security and welfare of the participants
in NNACT’s activities on site.

On 21 November 2017 the Council resolved that, subject to Njaki Njaki Aboriginal Cultural
Tours submitting a Business Plan and Feasibility Study for the conduct of its tourism venture
to the satisfaction of Council, the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage be advised
Council supports the relinquishment of the Management Order for Reserve 29700 to enable
a 5 year performance based lease being agreed between the State and Njaki Njaki Aboriginal
Cultural Tours for the conduct of its tourism venture.

At a Council meeting in March 2021 the Council supported the relinquishment of the
Management Order for Reserve 29700 to enable a 5-year performance-based lease being
agreed between the State and Njaki Njaki Aboriginal.

This support was subject to Njaki Njaki Aboriginal Cultural Tours submitting a Business Plan
and Feasibility Study for the conduct of its tourism venture to the satisfaction of Council, the
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage.

3f) Merredin airfield

The Merredin airfield is located about 4 kilometres southeast of the townsite. The runways and
other infrastructure occupy an area of 72 hectares, whilst the surrounding area, not all of which
is Special use — Airstrip, measures 776 hectares. The Special use currently requires the
preparation of an Outline Development Plan (ODP) — a term that now equates to a Structure
Plan (SP).

The Deemed provisions requirements for SPs is comprehensive, including format, content,
scope and procedures. All SPs need to be approved by the WA Planning Commission.

The Special use zone occupies 757 hectares and is buffered by a Special Control Area (SCA)
of 500 metres around the Special Use site. The SCA is applied to protect the airstrip operations
from sensitive uses being located too close to the airstrip and thus restricting the airstrip
activities.

The airstrip is currently used by the RFDS (Royal Flying Doctor Service) and police operations,
however the new owners are exploring the opportunity to use the site for other activities
including industrial uses and a flying school.

The land is currently serviced with adequate power and water services that can service a
variety of mixed uses.

This Amendment is threefold, the first is to change the extent of the Special use zone.
Currently the zone. Currently the zone includes Lot 4 (the runway), most of Lot 20261 (an area
around the runway) and Lot 5 (a lot abutting the Merredin-Narembeen Road). This proposal
seeks to include the whole of Lot 20261 (as well as Lots 4 and 5). Figure 14 shows these Lot
numbers.

The second component of this part is to change the Special use to a mixed-use designation
allowing a range of uses that the Council considers are best located away from the townsite
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due to their potential impact on sensitive uses. Where a proposed mixed-use has the potential
to create an impact on neighbouring properties, environmental advice will be sought from the
appropriate agencies.

The third component of this part is to amend the extent of the 500 metre SCA from the whole
of Lots 20262, 4 and 5.

In addition, the requirement for any development to require the preparation of a Structure Plan
is considered onerous. Where no subdivision is required, the imposition of an LDP is
considered adequate for the Council to consider a DA. The LDP will need to include the
protection of any remnant vegetation identified within the LDP area. Special uses include
airstrip, commercial and light industrial uses, educational facility & student accommodation.

Figure 14 provides a plan of the area showing the zoning over the aerial photograph.

FIGURE 14 — MERREDIN AIRSTRIP
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3g) Concrete batching plant

Readymix, now called Holcim, operates a concrete batching plant on Lot 26740 Chandler
Road about 1 kilometre north of Merredin townsite boundary. The site measures 7.8 hectares
and is classified in the Scheme as a local scheme reserve for ‘Public purposes — Public uses’.

The designation is currently misleading as the property is no longer a Crown Reserve.
Because the operation is ongoing, any DA on, or near, the property may require the Council
to assess the potential impact on surrounding sensitive uses.

On 28 February 2023, following a request from the Department of Planning, Lands and
Heritage, the Merredin Council advised the Department that it has no objection to the proposed
five (5) year lease being issued to Holcim Australia Pty Ltd for the operation of a concrete
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batching plant on Lot 26470 (on Deposited Plan 158701) Chandler-Merredin Road, Merredin,
subject to ongoing compliance with relevant provisions of the Environmental Protection Act
1986.”

This Amendment will reclassify the subject land from a Public purposes reserve to a ‘Special
use — Concrete batching plant’ site. In addition, this Amendment part will insert a new Special
Control Area (SCA) that may be referred 