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NAIDOC Week 2020

NAIDOC Week was held from Sunday, 8 November, until Sunday, In ThlS Issue

15 November with the theme Always Was, Always Will Be. This year, the 1£ M@HCNB Vvddj 2 @
community celebrations were combined with Merredin College events
which kicked off with an opening ceremony at an assembly on Monday
morning. The assembly included a Welcome to Country by Ambrose
McGrath, as well as traditional music and dancing performed by Merre-
din College Aboriginal students.

’

’

2£ M@HCNB Vvddj 20

’

2£ Vngjr Toc sdr

’

26 Ldds sgd Mdv

’

After the ceremony concluded, Aboriginal Elders, guests, staff and com-
munity members enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by
Dimensions Café and Wild Poppy Café.
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Later in the day, a sea of painted hands were placed in the ground on 4£ Ehfgs sgd/ Ahs.

the Visitor Centre lawn. These hands were painted by many local
community members to celebrate NAIDOC Week.
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December Council Meeting

The next Ordinary Council Meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 15 December at 4:00pm. This /
meeting will be held at the Shire Administration Building on the Cnr of King and Barrack Streets in the /
Council Chambers. Members of the public are welcome to attend. The Agenda will be available to view on the

Rghgd ne Ldgqdchm-r vdarhsd nm Eqhc x, 11 Cdbdl adgq. Ot akhb
the council meeting by completing the form here:  https://www.merredin.wa.gov.au/council -meetings/
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An early start Tuesday was needed for the tour of Njaki Njaki
Reserve. Community members and students from the College
immersed themselves in Aboriginal culture through multiple
activities including a smoking ceremony, storytelling,
painting, dancing, and cooking.

Celebrations concluded on Friday, with a sand art mural
designed by Marika Hayden completed at the College.
Community members and students helped Marika with the

completion of the mural by the placement of grains of sand.

Once the mural was finished, Aboriginal girls who attended

the College danced on the mural.

The Shire would like to thank all community members, groups,
and organisations who were involved in the delivery of the
NAIDOC Week celebrations. It was certainly one to remember!

Photo: Merredin College Facebook Page

The outside crew have been working hard to beautify the CBD
by updating the kerb paint along Barrack and Bates Streets.
Approximately 1000m of kerb was painted during the course
of this project. The Shire would like to thank the community
and local businesses for their positive feedback about the
painting, and the outside crew for their efforts 2 it looks fan-
tastic!

The outside crew have also been spending their time on a
number of projects including Summer Grading, and the
construction of Burke Road. Work has also recently
commenced on Clarke Road in the South Burracoppin area.

The Shire of Merredin will receive $1.5million this year via the
Secondary Freight Route Network model, with additional
funding over the next 4 -5 years, for the upgrade of the
Merredin -Narembeen Road. This year approximately 4.5kms of
work will be undertaken at the Narembeen end of the road.

The lawn at the Central Wheatbelt Vistors Centre has been
receiving some TLC over the last few weeks. The engineering
team has been out on the lawn from 6:00am fertilising the
grass and watering it to ensure it is healthy and vibrant.

Welcoming the new staff to the Shire of Merredin

A big welcome to the new faces at the Shire of Merredin administration

building 2
Finance Support Officer.

A message from Ashleigh

&H udgx dwbhsdc sn i nhm

sgd

Ashleigh Brice, the new EA to CEO, and Liam Bland, the new
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forward to getting to know the community and exploring the beautiful region.
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A message from Liam
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Remembrance Day

On Wednesday, 11 November 2020, at 10:40am, the
community came together on the Visitor Centre Lawn for the
annual Remembrance Day Service. The service was led by
Councillor Mark McKenzie, while the Ode was spoken by Aub
Tompkin. The Merredin College choir attended to sing the

national anthems of Australia and New Zealand.
Have you heard of the Sketchbook Project? Each vyear,

Propel sends sketchbooks to participants across WA and
encourages them to fill the books with designs, stories or
drawings. The sketchbooks can be cut, painted or inked +
anything creative goes. The youth of WA are invited to tell
their own stories, in their own way using the sketchbook.

We would like to thank all those that attended this important
service and the lunch afterwards. It was fantastic to see so
many red poppies in the crowd and around the town!

All the sketchbooks received will be displayed in the State
Library of WA as part of Youth Week WA KickstART Festival.
After the festival the sketchbooks become part of a
travelling show visiting regional and suburban libraries.

Anyone, aged from 12 to 26, who wishes to participate should
go to the Propel website https://www.propel.org.au_to
register. Select Merredin Library as your hub. You will be
notified by email or text when your sketchbook is ready for
collection # this should be in mid -January.

Ehkk xntqgq rjdsbgannj gnvdudq
Maybe write a poem, or an intricate math formula =+
anything goes. You can share your progress online to help
inspire others. Once you are finished return and submit your

sketchbook, either directly to Propel or by 15 March to

Merredin Library so it can be sent off to Perth in time.

The Travelling Sketchbook Exhibition will be on tour from
June 2021 to January 2022. In February 2022, all Sketchbooks
will be returned to their creators.

Check out https://www.propel.org.au_for more details ®
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Fight the Bite!
In Western Australia, mosquitoes can transmit Ross River
virus, Barmah Forest virus, Kunjin virus and the potentially
fatal Murray Valley encephalitis virus. There is currently no
cure and no vaccine for any mosquito -borne disease acquired

in WA. The only way to prevent infection is to avoid being
bitten by mosquitoes.

Tips to avoid being bitten by mosquitoes:

 Cover Up + wear long, loose-fitting, light coloured
clothing, covering as much of the body as you can;

9 Repel + When outdoors and mosquitoes are present,

apply insect repellent containing DEET
(diethyltoluamide) or picaridin evenly to exposed skin;
and

 Clean Up * simple changes around your home can re-
duce mosquito breeding. Remove, empty or cover
water -holding containers.

Mosquitoes can breed around your home. They will lay their
eggs in fresh or salty water, and often in containers that hold

water. Common breeding sites include pot plant drip trays,

gutters, ponds, pet water bowls, old tyres, rubbish,
containers and pools that are not well maintained.

Tips to stop mosquitoes breeding around your home by
following these simple steps:

1 Empty out or discard containers and rubbish that may
hold water;

1 Clean out roof gutters to prevent water from pooling;

1 Empty, clean and refill bird baths, stock troughs and pet
water bowls at least once a week;

1 Keep swimming pools properly maintained and free of
debris;

1 Empty wading pools at the end of each day;
I Stock backyard ponds with fish to eat mosquito larvae;

1 Cover rainwater and septic tank openings, wells or other
large water containers with mosquito -proof mesh; and

1 Keep edges of ponds clear of vegetation.

For more information about the Fight the Bite campaign,
head to the Department of Heath website below.

ww?2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Fight -the -Bite -campaign
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MERREDIN COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS

When: Sunday 13"

Where: Visitor Cen
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Special surprises for all
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Tourism Officer
Commencing: Immediately
Position Status: Full Time2 Fixed Term (7 Months)
Location: Central Wheatbelt Visitor Centre

An exciting job opportunity has emerged at the Shire of
Merredin through the position of Tourism Officer at the
Central Wheatbelt Visitor Centre (CWVC).

The position is Full Time - Fixed Term (7 months), with an
immediate start, with the opportunity to extend further.

The main responsibilities will include:

1 Visitor servicing including face -to-face and digital
communications via website, Facebook and Instagram

Daily operations of the CWVC
Update and maintain the CWVC website

Answer visitor queries via phone and email

= =4 =4 -9

Update a regional Calendar of Events as event notices
come in

i Plan and maintain displays of local and regional event
flyers for visitor information for notice boards and
electronic sign

i Compile a monthly e -Events newsletter in Mail Chimp

The candidate will have strong social media and website skills,
as well as essential computer skills. Local knowledge of the
Shire of Merredin and the wider Wheatbelt region is highly
desirable.

Applications are to include a CV and a covering letter (max 2
pages) indicating your ability to meet the role requirements.

Please visit the Shire website for the full Position Description.

Applications are to be marked "Private and Confidential" and
sent via post to PO Box 42 Merredin WA 6415 or emailed
through to visitor@merredin.wa.gov.au.
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On Tuesday, 17 November at 2:00pm, the Shire of Merredin
held a short unveiling ceremony for the new Give a Hoot,
Cnm-s Onkktsd v sdg qgdehkk r
Shire President Julie Flockart, along with Councillors, Shire
staff, students, teachers, and parents, attended the unveiling.

The picture design of the station was run as the Keep
Australia Beautiful Poster / 2 Y LJS ain & Year 3/4 class at
Merredin College. The selection panel for the competition
consisted of the class teacher and the CDO at the Shire, with
the winners being chosen as Reuben Davies and Mila Walker .

The Shire President spoke to the students and congratulated
the winners for their wonderful designs. Students were then
able to go and fill their own bottles from the station before
enjoying a fruit snack.

Sgd Fhud Gnns, Cnm- s
through the Keep Australia Beautiful fund in 2019.

The Shire would like to congratulate the Year 3/4 class, as well
as winners Reuben and Mila, for their colourful designs. We
think the refill station looks absolutely wonderful!
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Shire of Merredin Successful for RAC Grant Funding

The Shire of Merredin and RAC are partnering to deliver a Public Piazza Pilot Project as part of RAC's Reconnect WA initiative.
The project will see a four-l nmsg bknrtgd ne o gqs ne A gq bj Rsgdds hm L
including:

i Parklets which include dining and public seating areas;

i Vibrant street art;

1 Catenary/Festoon lighting;

i Greenery including sensory gardens;

i Play and event spaces; and

1 Tlaqgdkk -r “mc nsgdq rg  chmf.

The purpose of this pilot piazza is to act as a catalyst for the imminent future improvements to our CBD and test ideas and
options for the final CBD redevelopment design.

®Sgd Rghgd Sd° | g'r addm vngj hmf hmbgdchakx g gqc nm sgd md
bnl I t mhsx hmchb > sdc vdgd °~ oqghnghsx ctghmf sgd QDRDS. QDBN
Flockart said.
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hmbgd rhmf eknv ne odcdrsqgh mr cnvm ntq | hm rsqgdds.

RAC's Reconnect WA initiative was created to help revitalise streets and public spaces to better connect people and plac-
esLdggdchm hr nmd ne dhfgs rtbbdrretk Knb k Fnudgmldms-r bg
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®Vd-gd wudqgx dpartmdrisgd with Iscal gavetnments across WA to breathe new life into our communities and
create vibrant places for Western Australians to interact and reconnect with one another * mc s gdhq knb ™ k
Executive General Manager Advocacy and Members Patrick Walker.
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