
WARD AND REPRESENTATION REVIEW 2022/23 

Summary of Submissions 

Response 
No. 

Ideal No. of Councillors Ward Representation Communities of Interest & Comment 

1 7 Yes 
Comment: Councillors are 
better accountable when 
representing a ward 

No 

2 7 
Comment: All present 
positions should be cancelled 
and a new election for 
Councillors be conducted in 
October 2023. Half the 
Councillors receive 4 year 
term balance a two year term 
ie 4:3 

No 
Comment: would serve no 
useful purpose 

Yes 
Comment: Merredin is an ageing 
community and should be 
recognised. Feel there is no reason to 
divide on any grounds or offer 
alternative representation All 
residents on the roll have a right to 
nominate for Council Democratic 
principles of equal vote and 
representation should ensure 

3 7 
Comment: Needed to 
represent the District 
Suggest an election for all 
positions 

No 
Not needed 

No 
Comment: All equal in a democracy 

4 7 No 
Comment: Better not to have 
wards, current arrangement 
suitable 

No 

5 7 Yes 
Comment: We used to have 
wards, I felt the outlying 
communities were better 
served when there were wards 

Yes 
Comment: The satellite towns of 
Burracoppin, Hines Hill, Muntadgin 

6 7 
Comment: May save a small 
amount of remuneration, but 
potentially there could be a 
proposal to increase 
allowances paid to seven 
related to possibly greater 
individual workload. Five is 
probably too small - allows 
one or two to have undue 
influence with less 
moderation by others 

No No 
Comment: All voters have the 
opportunity to stand for election, 
regardless of community interest. 
Nominees should have a wider 
platform for election and function as 
a Councillor than primarily their 
community of interest - they should 
represent the entire Merredin 
community. For some a Councillor 
role will be difficult to juggle with 
work and family life. However, they 
must understand this potential 
difficulty before standing and, if 
elected, commit to an approximately 
equivalent input into Council duties, 
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as other Councillors, and not use 
their particular circumstances to 
contribute less to their Council 
duties. 

7 5 
Comment: Councillors now 
under the LG Act have no real 
powers and only really are a 
voice for the Community 

No No 

8 7 
Comment: Councillors now 
under the LG Act have no real 
powers and only really are a 
voice for the Community 

Yes 
Comment: I would prefer to 
have Wards but there are just 
not the number of people in the 
Wards anymore to allow for 
volunteer representation that 
takes up an enormous amount 
of time. Our Wards are majority 
farming communities and being 
away from your farm is a huge 
undertaking. 

Yes 
Comment: Not clear on exactly what 
this means but I feel our Shire does 
not do a great deal for our Senior 
Citizens. All community planning 
needs to address all community 
sectors. 

9 7 
Comment: The more diverse 
the better 

 

Yes 
Comment: Wards would be 
good. Some wards would get 
things done and others 
wouldn't, due to the diligence 
of the councillors 

No 
Comment: A definition of human 
communities may have intent, belief, 
resources, preferences, needs, and 
risks in common, affecting the 
identity of the participants and their 
degree of cohesiveness. Putting this 
statement together with Merredin 
and nominating for me is difficult, 
however I think that this question 
should be put to the year 11 and 12s 
they are the future 

10 7 No 
Comment: No point as local act 
closed them 

No 
Comment: Do not create divisions of 
people groups. Elections are open to 
everyone 

11 5 No Yes 
12 7 

Comment: To keep rural area 
involved, plus allowing 
councillor’s to sit with sport 
groups, specialty groups like 
museums, town progress 
groups, target 
accommodation for short 
stay. 

Yes 
Comment: Allows residents to 
approach who they feel 
comfortable with. 

No 

13 7 No No 

14 7 
(See Appendix 1) 

Yes 
(See Appendix 1) 

 

No 
(See Appendix 1) 

 

 

 



Summary of Results 

Response Ideal Number of Councillors Ward Representation Communities of Interest & Comment 

1 7 Yes No 

2 7 No Yes 

3 7 No No 

4 7 No No 

5 7 Yes Yes 

6 7 No No 

7 5 No No 

8 7 Yes Yes 

9 7 Yes Yes 

10 7 No No 

11 5 No Yes 

12 7 Yes No 

13 7 No No 

14 7 Yes No 

Outcome 7 (86%) 
5 (14%) 

Yes (43%) 
No (57%) 

No (65%) 
Yes (36%) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix 1 

Public Submissions and Supporting Documentation 

 



 

 



Appendix 2 

Shire of Merredin Public Notice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 3 

Summary of Advertisements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 4 

Shire of Merredin Survey Submission Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 5 

Shire of Merredin Public Submission Form 

 

 


