
SHIRE OF MERREDIN - LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME No 6 - Amendment No 8 (Omnibus Amendment)

SCHEDULE OF SUBMISSIONS

Sub 

No
Date Rec'd Submitter

Property 

Affected
Summary of Submission Officer Comment Officer Recommendation

1 13-Jan-25 DWER n/a No objections and no comments. Noted
That the submission be 

noted .

2 16-Jan-25 MRWA n/a No issues and no comments Noted
That the submission be 

noted .

3 17-Jan-25
Rachel Knowles and 

Adrian Cahill

65 Merredin-

Nungarin Rd, 

Merredin

We moved to our property to enjoy country life, we have 

animals and chose this location as we can enjoy the 

quiet and peace of the country and also be close to town, 

an industrial area on Goldfields Rd will destroy all of this 

and all that we have built.

The concerns expressed regarding the proposed 

industrial zoning south of Goldfields Road include; 

disturbance of the peace, disturbance to the animals, 

creation of an eye-sore, increased noise and pollution, 

reduction in the property value, increased traffic and road 

damage and increased risk for visitors.

The subject land is not included in the Omnibus 

amendment. 

The residence, being a sensitive use, will need to be 

considered in any Council determination of a 

Development Approval (DA) application in the proposed 

new industrial area. 

The nearest industrial proposal in the amendment is 

nearly 500m south of the residence on 65 Nungarin-

Merredin Rd. 

There is no evidence that livestock will be impacted, or 

land values will be affected.

Any future planning of the new industrial area will be 

required to provide landscaping to screen any 

development from non-industrial uses.

Until the local government is in receipt of a DA, there is 

no evidence that an increase in traffic will impact the 

Merredin-Nungarin Road.

The local government through mechanisms such as the 

Environmental Protection Act, and the Planning and 

Development Act, has the ability to control noise, dust, 

fumes, light, emmissions etc

1. That the submission be 

dismissed .

2. That the Council advise the 

submitter that it has 

obligations to consider the 

impact of any new (industrial) 

development on any sensitive 

nearby uses. Existing 

mechanisms include the 

Environmental Protection Act, 

EPA guideline for buffer 

distances, and the Planning 

and Development Act, all of 

which have the ability to 

control noise, dust, fumes, 

light, emmissions etc

4 23-Jan-25 DoHealth n/a

1. No objection subject to compliance with existing State 

and local waste water requirements.

2. No objection subject to compliance with existing water 

supply guidelines.

3. Chemical and asbestos hazards must be appropriately 

assessed prior to the issue of any approvals.

4. Any future Structure Plans (SPs), subdivisions and 

DAs be submitted for specific comment that any new 

developments be assessed against the guidelines for 

separation distances and sensitive land uses.

1. and 2. Wastewater and water supplies are State 

controlled requirements and will be complied with.

3. and 4. Any major developments or Structure Plans

will require environmental assessments where 

appropriate.

1. That the submission be 

noted .

2. That the submitter be 

advised that all new 

developments will be required 

to be connected to essential 

services in line with State 

policies.

3. That the submitter be 

advised that any new 

development requiring 

subdivision will be required to 

prepare a Structure Plan - with 

its advertising.

5 24-Jan-25 DEMIRS n/a No objections to the Amendment. Noted
That the submission be 

noted .

6 7-Feb-25 DPLH - Heritage

N Merredin 

Primary School 

(NMPS)

1. No State Registered Heritage Places affected.

2.  We note that P13495 NMPS, which is on the Shire’s 

Heritage List is affected by the amendment which 

proposes rezoning of a portion of the site to R80 to allow

4 storey residential development. The Shire may wish to 

consider introducing development controls to ensure the 

future development is sympathetic to the heritage place. 

3.  There are no objections to the proposed Amendment

No.8 from a historic heritage perspective.

1. Noted.

2. Future Development Approval (DA) applications will 

be assessed in the context of the heritage value of the 

NMPS. 

3. Noted

1. That the submission be 

noted .

2. That the submitter be 

advised that any future DA 

assessment will need to 

ensure that the heritage value 

of the NMPS will be protected.

7 11-Feb-25 DFES n/a

A Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) is required to 

accompany strategic planning proposals designated on 

the Map of Bushfire Prone Areas as Area 2 that has or 

will have a bushfire hazard level above low (refer to 

policy measure 7.1 of SPP 3.7). 

A BMP should include an assessment of the broader 

landscape, identification of any environmental, 

biodiversity or conservation values on the subject site, 

identification of the bushfire hazard issues arising from 

the relevant assessment and a clear demonstration that 

compliance with the bushfire protection criteria contained 

within the Guidelines, is or can be achieved.

The Council will require the preparation of a BMP when 

triggered by a subdivision, DA or Structure Plan (SP) in 

areas within Bushfire Prone mapping.

A BMP at the level of a Shire Strategy or Shire Scheme 

is considered inappropriate.

1. That the submission be 

noted .

2. That the submitter be 

advised of the Council's 

intention to require a BMP 

when triggered by a 

subdivision, DA or SP.

8 13-Feb-25 Planwest n/a

It is not considered appropriate to allow a Road house to 

be a permissable use in a Light industry and General 

industry zone because a Road house, by definition, 

allows for a residential component.

Allowing residential uses in an industrial environment is 

not consistent with sound planning principles.

A Road house without accommodation could be 

considered as an alternative and permissible use - for 

example a Service station.

That the submission be 

upheld  by changing the 

permissibility of a Road house 

to an 'X' use in a General 

industry and Light indistry 

zone.

Attachment 12.3B



9 13-Feb-25 DPIRD n/a

DPIRD does not object to any part of the Amendment - 

except  for the following.

Part I - Cnr Duff and Coronation Streets should remain 

Parks and Recreation because:

a) The western part of the development resulted in the 

loss of native vegetation.

b) The western development resulted in the destruction 

of groundwater monitoring bores.

Other comments and suggestions relate to:

Part a)iv Nangeenan Progreess Association should be 

consulted.

Part e) Reserve 29700 proposed for more tourist and 

visitor accommodation should be advertised separately, 

including consultion with DBCA and DWER. Conditions 

should prevent any clearing of native vegetation.

Part f)ii Merredin Airstrip concerns regarding the mixed 

use mainly concerning the RFDS activities, surrounding 

native vegetation and Merredin Pet Cemetery.

Part f)iii Suggested change to the Special Control Area 

(SCA) provisions to make the local government comply 

with environmental advice received. 

Part j)i New industrial land west of Merredin will be a loss 

of agricultural land. 

Concern expressed for;

* potential impact on the Merredin Plantation setup to 

control town salinity.

* potential impact on Red-Tailed Black Cockatoo feeding 

regime.

* protection of existing groundwater monitoring bores.

Part I - The land is within the Merredin townsite and is 

fully serviced. A portion of the land will be retained as 

public open space.

Development of the site to be rezoned will be subject to 

a detailed assessment of bores and native vegetation.

The site is adjacent to the existing aged person's 

accommodation and will be able to share resources.

Other comments - a) Nangeenan community should 

be aware of proposals through the public advertising 

process.

e) - Any development on Reserve 29700 will be subject 

to a DA at which time it may be referred  DBCA and 

DWER.

f)ii - Merredin airstrip development will be subject to a 

more detailed assessment through a DA and a LDP 

(Local Development Plan).

f)iii - Council may refer proposals for environmental 

advice in SCAs, however, once advice is received, the 

Council will take into consideration the advice prior to 

making a determination. 

j)i - Merredin townsite is surrounded by agricultural 

land, and the loss in area is a minor proportion of the 

agricultural sector. It is essential that forward planning 

provides for townsite expansion demands for various 

landuse sectors. 

Any industrial development near the Merredin 

Plantation area;

* - will need to assess its impact on the Plantation and 

red-tailed black cockatoo habitats.

* - will need to protect existing groundwater monitoring 

bores.

1. That the submission 

regarding Lot 501 Bates, Duff 

and Coronation Streets site be 

dismissed .

2. That the submitter be 

advised that the Council 

considers that any new aged 

persons accommodation 

should be co-located with the 

existing development in the 

street block allowing the 

sharing of existing facilities.

Development of the site to be 

rezoned will be subject to a 

detailed assessment of bores 

and native vegetation at the 

time of a DA.

3. That the submission 

regarding other comments be 

noted .

10 19-Feb-25 Luke Swarts
602 Gamenya 

Ave, Merredin

The submitter has a deep personal and emotional 

connection to Merredin. Changing the zoning from 

farming to industry would have a significant and 

detrimental impact on his business and his future in the 

community.

The area is not readily accessible from the highway. 

Noise pollution and increased disturbance for nearby 

families will increase.

The railway line increases costs of servicing for industrial 

uses.

It is noted that 60% of the property is impacted by the 

WWTP SCA which precudes sensitive landuses. The 

land is surrounded by a creekline to the north, railway 

line to the south, light industrial zoning to the east.

Notwithstanding these factors, it is not considered 

essential to include this land in the Industry zone.

That the submission be 

upheld  and the subject land 

remaining General farming.

11 21-Feb-25 DoEducation

Colleges and 

schools in 

Merredin

No objection to amendment, however the Department 

would appreciate the opportunity to work with the Shire 

through consultation with new Structure Plans.

All major amendments and significant Structure Plans 

will be referred to servicing agencies - including the 

Department of Education.

1. That the submission be 

noted.

2. That the submitter be 

advised that all major 

amendments and significant 

Structure Plans will be referred 

to the Department.

12 24-Feb-25 D and A Prnich

750 Merredin 

Narembeen 

Rd, Merredin

Athough supportive in principle, as owners of a rural 

property immediately south of the existing Merredin 

airstrip, are concerned about the impact of any future 

development of the area.

Concerns include fumes, noise, light spill, security and 

increased traffic.

Bushland in the southern part of the airstrip area should 

be protected as a buffer.

The Council will require a Local Development Plan 

(LDP) to be prepared for any major development of the 

area (that does not involve subdivision). 

This LDP will  be required to assess the environmental 

impact of any development on nearby uses. 

The local government through mechanisms such as the 

Environmental Protection Act, and the Planning and 

Development Act have the ability to control noise, dust, 

fumes, light, emmissions etc.

1. That the submission be 

noted.

2. That the submitters be 

advised that the Council  will 

require a Local Development 

Plan (LDP) to be prepared for 

any major development of the 

area (that does not involve 

subdivision). 

This LDP will  be required to 

assess the environmental 

impact of any development on 

nearby uses.

The local government through 

mechanisms such as the 

Environmental Protection Act, 

and the Planning and 

Development Act have the 

ability to control noise, dust, 

fumes, light, emmissions etc

13 24-Feb-25 Greg Doncon n/a

1. Maiolo Way land being rezoned carries a fire risk.

2. The submitter has provided an annotated version of 

the Amendment document to identify typos and other 

comments.

1. - The Maiolo Way area is within the Bushfire Prone 

mapping prepared by DFES. 

Any development in this area will require the 

preparation of a Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) and 

a Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) prior to Development 

Approval being determined.

2. - The annotations in the Amendment are 

acknowledged, however, now that the advertising 

period has closed, there is little value in updating the 

discussion part of the document.

1. That the submission be 

noted.

2. That the submitter be 

advised that any development 

in the Maiolo Way area will 

require the preparation of a 

Bushfire Management Plan 

(BMP) and a Bushfire Attack 

Level (BAL) prior to 

Development Approval being 

determined.

14 24-Feb-25
WA Water 

Corporation
n/a

Amendment components appear to be minor, however 4 

areas need to address minor issues.

1. Maiolo/Lukin St area (3d) requires water main 

extensions.

2. Mixed use at airstrip (3f) may require water mains 

upgrades.

3. CEACA site (3i) requires sewer main extesion.

4. New industrial areas (3j) will require water mains 

planning.

Development of the vacant lots in Maiolo Way will 

require water mains extensions and water meters.

The Council is not in a position to pay for these 

services that should have been provided by the 

developer.

Development in the other 3 areas (airstrip, CEACA and 

indudtrial land) will not be supported without the 

necessary services.

1. That the submission be 

noted .

2. That the submitter be 

advised that any development 

in the Maiolo/Lukin Street 

area, Merredin airstrip, 

Duff/Coronation Street area 

and new industrial areas will 

require the provision of 

essential services as required 

by existing State provisions.

SHIRE OF MERREDIN - LOCAL PLANNING STRATEGY

SCHEDULE OF SUBMISSIONS



1 19-Feb-25 Andrew Roy Butler

Part 1 - Planning Area A (not sure why it is named Cohn 

St) if subdivided, should retain as much of the native 

vegetation as possible .

Some references are old.

List of native plants needs updating, ideally with a Natural 

Resource Manager.

Part 2 - Many of the alternative agricultural industries 

have been tried. Other alternatives may include 

hydroponics, fish farming etc

Other renewable energy advantages could be added to 

the text, like solar panels under turbines and continued 

agriculture along with renewables.

Part 1 - Development of Planning Areas will be subject 

to a Structure Plan (SP) where subdivision is involved. 

The SP will be subject to assessments of native 

vegetation, open space and essential services. SPs are 

subject to advertising.

Part 2 - The Council is prepared to entertain alternative 

agricultural industries and welcomes serious 

development proposals that are appropriate, viable and 

sustainable.

1. That the submission be 

noted .

2. That the submitter be 

advised that any future 

subdivision and development 

of the Cohn Street Planning 

Area will be subject to the 

preparation of a Structure Plan 

(SP).

Any future SP will be subject 

to assessments of native 

vegetation, open space and 

essential services. SPs are 

subject to advertising.

3. That the submitter be 

advised that the Council is 

prepared to entertain 

alternative agricultural 

industries and welcomes 

serious development 

proposals that are appropriate, 

viable and sustainable.

DPIRD acknowledges population challenges and 

supports renewable energy industries.

Suggests undeveloped residential land be revegetated 

and then cleared when development occurs.

Considers converting unused POS areas as contrary to 

'caring for the environment'.

Cohn St Planning Area (PA) - DPIRD does not support 

clearing of any native vegetation.

Davies St PA - Native vegetation to be protected.

French Ave PA - This POS is central for South Merredin, 

no native vegetation should be cleared.

Golf course PA - Bushland on Golf Road to be retained 

as a visual buffer.

Jellicoe PA - Should remain POS.

Kitchener Road PA - OK for housing without removing 

native vegetation.

Telfer Ave PAs - Would displace men's shed annual 

crop, but otherwise would be suitable for housing.

Abattoir Road PA - No objection, but could provide 

visual and noise buffer to the Highway.

Proposed industrial lots surrounding  the Merredin 

Plantation, which is an area of native vegetation that was 

planted in 1991 to address the spread of salinity in the 

area.

Any development would need to ensure that there is no 

impact on the Merredin Plantation, and to be mindful of 

the local surface and groundwater hydrology to avoid 

impacts from, or spread of, salinity. 

Any development proposal would need to be assessed 

very carefully to make sure that no adverse impacts 

occur relating to red-tailed black cockatoos and 

monitoring bores.

General comments - many strategy proposals will lead 

to loss of native vegetation.

Council should prepare a revetation strategy to reduce 

the urban heat island effect

New subdivisions should keep native vegetation areas in 

POS or road reserves.

3 24-Feb-25 Greg Doncon n/a

Strategy Part 1

Page 4 - Lifestyle blocks to prepare livestock 

management plans prior to stocking properties.

Page 5 - Where is 'existing fragmented land and/or 

unproductive land’ for new rural residential 

development.

Page 6 - Can the impact of large areas of bitumen 

in Merredin be reduced by preparing a 'Planning 

Direction' or 'Actions'.

Page 7 - The Shire should be proactive in block 

planting of vegetation to reduce summer 

temperature impacts.

Page 9 - The area east of Farrar Parade may be 

suitable for permanent workers camp.

Page 13 - Rural Residential areas discussion is 

ambiguous, reference to mapping may help clarity.

Reference to Planning areas H (O'Connor) and M 

(Abattoir Road) as 'Residential' is confusing.

Strategy Part 2

Page 27 - Table 8 and Figure 4 are based on 

superseded documents.

Page 31 - Conflict period between Rural residential 

and agricultural land is not just sowing and 

harvesting. Conflicts could potentially include 

spraying, burn-offs, livestock activities, fertilising 

periods and dog attacks.

Strategy Part 1

P4 - This is a suggestion worth persuing as a 

condition of a DA or as a provision in a SP that 

applies to the subdivision of land.

P5 - Existing fragmented land is land that has 

already been subdivided to sizes that may not be 

viable as agricultural land.

P6 and P7 - This is not within the ambit of a 

Strategy, however, the Council has commissioned 

Urbis to prepare a Master Recreation Plan, 

Concept Plan and Recreation Infrastructure Asset 

Management Plan to best service the Merredin 

community and reduce impacts of increasing 

temperatures.

P9 - Noted.

P13 - Planning area H is retained as Rural 

residential, however Planning area M is retained 

for Light industry/commercial uses.

Strategy Part 2

P27 - Noted. These were the current documents 

at the time of writing.

P31 - There will always be a transition area 

between rural and urban development. Existing 

provisions already control times, periods and 

distances for spraying, burn-offs and other 

standards to minimise potential conflicts.

1. That the submission be 

noted.

2. That the submitter be 

advised that his submission 

is appreciated and that 

certain aspects of the 

points raised will be 

persued in future 

developments and planning 

documents.

DPIRD's has expressed its support for renewable 

energy projects, however the main thrust of its 

submission is based on opposing the removal of any 

native vegetation, protecting red-tailed black cockatoos 

and reducing the town's heat build-up by revegetating 

areas.

1. That the submission be 

noted.

2. That the submitter be 

advised that the Council needs 

to assess the balance of the 

future supply of serviced land 

and the protection of 

vegetation and wildlife. 

Ensuring the supply of land for 

future development is critical 

for Merredin to survive and 

thrive. The Council has 

commissioned Urbis to 

prepare a Master Recreation 

Plan, Concept Plan and 

Recreation Infrastructure 

Asset Management Plan to 

best service the Merredin 

community.

3. Any subdivision proposals in 

the Planning Areas and any 

new industrial area will be 

subject to a Structure Plan - 

and its advertising.

20-Feb-25 DPIRD2 n/a



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 1 

 

 

 

  



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 2 

 

 

 

  



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 3 

 

 

  



 

  



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 4 

 

 

 

  



  



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 5 
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OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 7 

From: DFES Land Use Planning <advice@dfes.wa.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 29 January 2025 3:42 PM 
To: Peter Zenni <emds@merredin.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: Shire of Merredin Local Planning Scheme No 6 - Omnibus Amendment No 8 - DFES 
Response 
  

DFES Ref: D37609 
  
Dear Peter, 
  
I refer to your email dated 19 December 2024 in relation to the referral of Shire of Merredin Local 
Planning Scheme No 6 - Omnibus Amendment No 8 for various lots within the Shire of Merredin. 
  
It is unclear from the documentation provided if the Shire of Merredin (Shire) has applied State 
Planning Policy 3.7 – Planning in Bushfire Prone Areas (SPP 3.7) to this proposal. 
  
Given the Local Planning Scheme amendment seeks to rezone and intensify lots within various 
locations, the amendment provides an opportune mechanism for the coordination of bushfire risk to 
ensure that it does not result in the introduction or intensification of development or land use in an 
area that has or will, on completion, have an extreme BHL and/or BAL-40 or BAL-FZ. 
  
SPP 3.7 seeks to reduce vulnerability to bushfire through the identification and consideration of 
bushfire risks in decision-making at all stages of the planning and development process. 
  
A Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) is required to accompany strategic planning proposals 
designated on the Map of Bushfire Prone Areas as Area 2 that has or will have a bushfire hazard level 
above low (refer to policy measure 7.1 of SPP 3.7). A BMP should include an assessment of the 
broader landscape, identification of any environmental, biodiversity or conservation values on the 
subject site, identification of the bushfire hazard issues arising from the relevant assessment and a 
clear demonstration that compliance with the bushfire protection criteria contained within the 
Guidelines, is or can be achieved. 
  
The BMP should be prepared as early as possible in the planning process and progressively refined or 
reviewed as the level of detail increases. The level of detail provided within a BMP should be 
commensurate with the applicable planning stage and scale of the proposal or application. 
  
Should you apply SPP 3.7 then, we request the relevant information pursuant to this policy be 
forwarded to DFES to allow us to review and provide comment prior to the (Shire) endorsement of 
the Scheme Amendment. 
  
Land Use Planning staff are available to discuss planning proposals and provide general bushfire 
advice at any stage of the planning process. Please do not hesitate to contact me on the number 
below, should you require clarification of any of the matters raised. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Sasha De Brito 
Senior Land Use Planning Officer 
  
20 Stockton Bend, Cockburn Central, Perth WA 6164 

 You don't often get email from advice@dfes.wa.gov.au. Learn why this is important  

mailto:advice@dfes.wa.gov.au
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


T: 08 9395 9703 | E: advice@dfes.wa.gov.au | W: dfes.wa.gov.au   

  

 
  
Acknowledgement of Country: DFES acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout 
Australia, and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to Elders past and 
present. 
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OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 12 

From: Andrina Prnich <andrina.prnich@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, 24 February 2025 9:34 AM 
To: Peter Zenni <emds@merredin.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Admin Officer <admin@merredin.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: Omnibus Amendment no. 8 (f) Amending Schedule 4) - Special Use No. 7 
  

 

Dear Peter, 
Public Comment - Omnibus Amendment no. 8 (f) Amending Schedule 4) - Special Use No. 7 
We are the owners of 750 Merredin Narembeen Rd, Merredin. 
We support the proposed amendment in principle however we do have some concerns about how 
the amendment will impact the current rural amenity of our property.  
The amendment will encourage a built-up Light Industrial / Commercial area and/or Educational 
Facility which will introduce more traffic, noise associated with light industry and likely, light spill - 
changing the current rural amenity that we currently enjoy.  
Depending on the road layout and vehicle entry points of future development plans, additional 
traffic generated will have noise impacts as well as impacts on our general privacy and security. The 
subject site is located on a hill, and as such, we have particular concerns about the noise associated 
with an increase in trucks slowing to enter the property / future light industrial estate. 
We wish to request that due consideration is given to additional measures to protect the rural 
lifestyle of ours and our neighbours properties. 
There is currently a significant portion of bushland to the south of the airstrip (outlined in solid red 
line in aerial below). 

 
This bushland currently provides a fair amount of protection to our properties from on the ground 
noise, fumes and any light emissions caused by the existing air strip. 
We understand that our property currently sits within a special control area buffer and that any 
development within this area must comply with relevant EPA guidelines for emissions such as light, 
noise and odour. From our observation, these guidelines can often be minimal in their protection for 
residential amenity. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from andrina.prnich@gmail.com. Learn why this is 
important 

 

mailto:andrina.prnich@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


To our knowledge, our property (and our adjoining neighbours directly northwest of us) are the only 
two residential homes, within close proximity of the subject site, that will be directly affected by this 
amendment. 
We request that Council considers the inclusion of control measures around the buffer area as 
conditions to this amendment.  
Given that the proposed amendment includes the aforementioned bushland, we strongly request 
that, as part of these measures, a condition of the amendment (and any future local development 
plan) includes the preservation of this bushland so that: 

a) privacy and security can continue to be maintained 
b) emissions including sound, light and fumes/odour can be limited. 

We also request that conditions are applied around any future changes to the road network or 
vehicle entry points to the property/future light industrial estate, to ensure that these are kept to 
the northwest side of the property where there will be less impact on existing residences. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to seeing a favourable outcome 
for all parties. 
  
D & A Prnich 
  
Ph: 0430 214 383 
  
PO Box 1 
MERREDIN WA 6415 
Merredin 
  
 

 

 

 

 

  



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 13 

Craig Watts 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Merredin 
PO Box 42, Merredin WA 6415 

Email: admin@merredin.wa.gov.au  

Date: 24 February 2025 

 
Dear Craig 
 
Thank you for inviting the residents of Merredin to comment on the Shire of 
Merredin’s: 

• Local Planning Scheme No 6, Amendment No 8 

• Local Planning Strategy, Part 1, Strategy 

• Local Planning Strategy, Part 2, Background Information and Analysis 
 
I have reviewed the proposed changes to the Local Planning Scheme and the 
reasons for the change are well explained. 
 
The strategy, which outlines potential future development areas for the shire, is 
important as it allows a variety of industries to assess and weigh-up options when 
deciding where to establish their future facilities. It also will prevent ad hoc 
development beyond the town boundary. 
 
Comments on the three documents are outlined in Attachments 1 to 3. 
 
While reading through these documents (pdf), I did find errors within the text. These 
errors have been recorded in the pdfs. These files will be provided, as part of this 
submission, via the admin email listed above. 
 
For more information, please contact me on doncon@aapt.net.au 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Greg Doncon 
Todd Street, Merredin 
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APPENDIX 1: Comments to Shire of Merredin, Local Planning Scheme No 6, Amendment No 
8 

Page 43: Amendment 8 - proposed rezoning.  

This amendment and rezoning carries a fire risk, being this close to the reserve. During the 60s 
and 70s there were a series of fires that devastated the area. These were crown fires, where 
ground-based fire breaks were ineffectual.  

 

  



OMNIBUS SUBMISSION 14 

 

 

 

 

  



STRATEGY SUBMISSION 1 

See also attached vegetation details 
  



 

  



STRATEGY SUBMISSION 2 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



STRATEGY SUBMISSION 3 

 

Craig Watts 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Merredin 
PO Box 42, Merredin WA 6415 

Email: admin@merredin.wa.gov.au  

Date: 24 February 2025 

 
Dear Craig 
 
Thank you for inviting the residents of Merredin to comment on the Shire of 
Merredin’s: 

• Local Planning Scheme No 6, Amendment No 8 

• Local Planning Strategy, Part 1, Strategy 

• Local Planning Strategy, Part 2, Background Information and Analysis 
 
I have reviewed the proposed changes to the Local Planning Scheme and the 
reasons for the change are well explained. 
 
The strategy, which outlines potential future development areas for the shire, is 
important as it allows a variety of industries to assess and weigh-up options when 
deciding where to establish their future facilities. It also will prevent ad hoc 
development beyond the town boundary. 
 
Comments on the three documents are outlined in Attachments 1 to 3. 
 
While reading through these documents (pdf), I did find errors within the text. These 
errors have been recorded in the pdfs. These files will be provided, as part of this 
submission, via the admin email listed above. 
 
For more information, please contact me on doncon@aapt.net.au 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Greg Doncon 
Todd Street, Merredin 
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APPENDIX 2: Comments to Shire of Merredin, Local Planning Strategy, Part 1, Strategy 

Page 4: A desire for alternative lifestyle opportunities such as rural lifestyle blocks.  

Small landholders and stocking rates can be an issue in some circumstances. If the smaller 
rural blocks (prior to getting livestock) were required to have livestock management plans, this 
would provide the Shire with a mechanism to minimize this issue.  

Page 5: Direct rural residential development away from productive agriculture land towards the 
townsite, existing fragmented land and/or unproductive land. 

Where would ‘existing fragmented land and/or unproductive land’ place Rural Residential 
development in the Shire? Suggest mapping this concept to determine if it is appropriate for the 
Shire of Merredin or will it cause issues for the Shire (i.e. land use conflict).  

Page 6: To conserve, protect and improve the natural environment, arrest damage caused by 
land clearing and development, and safeguard the human living environment from natural 
disaster. 

If the area of bitumen in Merredin is viewed as part of the development of Merredin, it is large 
and has the effect of turning the town into a heat sink in summer, when compared to 
surrounding rural areas. Could a ‘Planning Direction’ and ‘Actions’ be considered improve the 
livability of the town in summer? 

Page 7: Support revegetation and landscaping programs as required.  

The Shire could be proactive in revegetation and has control of large areas of cleared land. As 
Merredin summers are relatively warm, increasing the level of vegetation could have a cooling 
effect. If the Shire was to select areas for block plantings i.e. Merrit trees, salmon gums, it could 
both create tourist features (educate on local species) and improve the ambient temperature 
within the town. 

Page 9: Assist proponents in site selection for permanent workers camp sites. 

The area east of Farrar Parade could be a potential site for a permanent workers camp. 

  



Page 13  

4.1 Rural Residential Areas  

The Strategy includes eight areas marked as RR that are currently zoned for Rural Residential in 
the Scheme or have been identified in the previous Strategy (2007) for rural residential 
development. These areas may not need to be included on the Strategy Map as Planning Areas 
because the Scheme already requires further planning before the Council would be prepared to 
support subdivision in each area. … 

The northern portion of the existing Rural Residential zoned area (Area H) was designated as 
such due to the nature of the landform. It is considered that larger lots would be better able to 
cater for the rock outcrops over the area. Therefore, this area will remain as rural residential 
zoned land. 

This is an ambiguous section, almost like notes by the author. 

Comments: 

• In response to this comment, there needs to be maps in the document showing where 
these ‘Rural Residential’ areas are.  

• As the areas are shown on page 22, a reference in this section to the map would be 
beneficial to the reader 

• The use of ‘Area H’ and ‘Area M’, which relate to the '4.2 Residential Areas', does not 
bring clarity to this section  

APPENDIX 3: Comments to Shire of Merredin, Local Planning Strategy, Part 2, Background 
Information and Analysis 

Page 27 Table 8 and Figure 4 show the DPLH projected population estimates. 

These are based on the DPLH WA Tomorrow Population Report No.111 of state population 
forecast published in 2018-19. This report has been superseded by the WA Tomorrow 
Population Report No. 122.  

As the “Strategy – background” is in a draft phase, this section could be rewritten to reflect the 
updated population estimates. 

Page 31 The only adjoining land use is broad acre farming – wheat cropping. Potential for conflict 
limited to short periods of activity i.e. sowing and harvesting. 

The potential period of conflict will extend beyond the two activities listed. Conflict can come 
from both parties (the primary producer and the RR area). Thus, spraying of insects / weeds / 
fungicides can occur outside the sowing and harvesting periods. Other activities could include 
burn-off periods, livestock activities, spreading fertilizers / lime. Basically, farmers are active 
more than the sowing and harvesting period. The flipside could include the increased risk of 
stock attacks by dogs from RR area.  

 
1 https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/wa-tomorrow-past-population-forecasts  
2 https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/western-australia-
tomorrow-12-population-forecasts  

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/wa-tomorrow-past-population-forecasts
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/western-australia-tomorrow-12-population-forecasts
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/western-australia-tomorrow-12-population-forecasts
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