
1

Ashleigh Brice

From: Shire of Merredin <no-reply@sparkcms.com.au>
Sent: Thursday, 15 April 2021 11:37 AM
To: Ashleigh Brice
Subject: Strategic Community Plan Feedback Form Response

The following form was filled out on the Shire of Merredin website. 

Strategic Community Plan Feedback 
Name 
Debbie Morris 

What did you like about the Strategic Community Plan? 
Pleased to see the inclusion of the concerns, comments etc expressed by the 
community at the engagement process and the referencing to State and Regional 
priorities. 
The Themes are relevant. 

What didn't you like about the Strategic Community Plan? 
I feel heritage/history has not been acknowledged or recognised anywhere in the SCP. 
For example, our rail history (Railway Museum). If it were not for some dedicated 
volunteers, Merredin's rail history would be not existent. 
Strategies for change - I agree with 'Increasing the number and diversity of events, 
including a signature annual event, which celebrate the rich culture and history of the 
town and region'. (The 'military' theme for this signature event - Gateway Merredin, was 
chosen without any consultation or community engagement with Railway Museum and 
it has only been after the Railway Museum Committee commenced inquiries with Shire 
staff that some of the railway history has been included).  
Which is why I don't believe 'The Shire regularly engages with its community, and in 
return, communicates the information gathered in a clear and transparent manner. OR 
'The Council works closely with the community to successfully achieve projects or 
outcomes that deliver the community's vision for Merredin." But I hope this will change! 
I don't think this comment is a true reflection of our community - 'Sporting clubs are 
thriving in membership and volunteers'. I feel some are really struggling and 
memberships have declined. 
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I look forward to the implementation of Priority - 'Effective mechanisms for community 
representation in key decision-making', but believe this should be extended to 'Effective, 
regular mechanisms for communication with the whole community'.  
Whilst there is a slight reference in the SCP about actively pursuing partnerships with the 
community, I believe there are some untapped opportunities for Council which are not 
acted on as often as they could be. However saying that, when some partnerships have 
occurred there is minimal or no recognition given to the community partner. I don't 
believe it is solely the role of Council to deliver everything to and for the community, the 
Council is the catalyst/facilitator for things to happen, but Council need to allow the 
community to be involved. 
  
Submitted: 
12/04/2021 4:43:29 PM 
  
IP: 
101.187.157.36 
  
Reference Id: 
10148 
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