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LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/57�
�
Name of Place�
Hunt’s Dam�
�
Other Names (1)�
Durgutten Rock�
�
Other Name (2)�
Hunt’s Campsite�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Chandler - Merredin Road�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Other Locational descriptor�
East side of road, 5 km north of Merredin�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6521000 m N�
�
Easting�
622300 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1864�
�
Source/Details�
“Merredin Tourist” booklet, undated (1979)�
�
Site Type�
Water Source�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Dam�
�
Present�
Picnics�
�
Architect/Designer (1)�
Assistant Surveyor Charles Hunt�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Other�
Local rock�
�
Condition�
Fair�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Population Settlement and Mobility - Exploration�
�
Historic theme (s) �
People - Assistant Surveyor Charles Hunt�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
It was Assistant Surveyor Charles Hunt who recognised the region’s pastoral potential in a series of exploratory surveys in 1864-66.  In honour of his patron, Governor Hampton, Hunt named the region Hampton Plains.


In the year 1866, he made his third journey into Hampton Plains; this was the biggest and best equipped he had undertaken.  The party comprised four white men who were experienced bushmen, three natives and James Turner who had four pensioners and four probationer convicts under him.  The convicts were to be used for road making and for the sinking of wells and making other water storages.  The party established a track linking waterholes and constructed wells and dams along a route which became known as the York to Goldfields Road.  The route of this expedition is marked by a series of “Hunts Wells” and “Hunts Dam” localities.  Hunt’s Dam in Merredin is one of those dams and is a most beautiful site.  Its surrounds comprise of native bushlands, seasonal wildflowers and Durgutten rock.  The area is excellent for the adventurous bushwalker and also serves as a popular picnic spot.�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and encourage protection through the Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to further deterioration.�
�
�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
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�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
State Register of Heritage Places�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
No�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
No�
�



