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Your Rates 2022/ 23— What you pay 

In 2022, Council resolved to adopt a rating system as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rates have generally been kept low for 2022/23, with some households and businesses seeing small 

increases. The objectives and reasons for differential rates can be obtained electronically from the 

Shire website. The 2022/23 rates are due by 23 September 2022 if paying in full. Alternatively, if you 

have elected to pay in instalments, those due dates are as follows; 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are having difficulty making the payment dates, please contact the Shire. An interest rate of 5.5% 

will be imposed and legal action may be taken if payments are not paid by the due date. 

How to Pay Your Rates 

Rates may be paid in any of the following ways; 

 In person at the Shire Administration Building 

 Cheque by mail to PO Box 42, Merredin WA 6415 

 Online via BPay  

Full details can be found on your rates notice. 

*Eligible pensioners and seniors who wish to avail themselves of the Government’s pensioner rate  

rebate scheme must apply to do so within 35 days from the issue of the rates notice, and must pay the 

balance of the rates within the particular year the rates were levied.  

Gross Rental Value (Town Site) Minimum 
Rate Rate in $ 

GRV $910 0.11260 

Unimproved Value (Rural)    

UV1 - Rural $1,130 0.01752 

UV2 - Urban Rural Residential $1,130 0.03328 

UV3 - Mining Tenement $200 0.03220 

UV4 - Special Use Power 
Generation $1,130 0.03220 

UV5 - Special Use Airstrip $1,130 0.03220 

First Instalment 23 September 2022 

Second Instalment 25 November 2022 

Third Instalment 27 January 2023 

Fourth Instalment 31 March 2023 
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ROADS 2022-23 Works 

The Shire will be completing a number of road and footpath works as part of the Engineering  

calendar in the coming year.  

Roads: Notable road works include the reconstruction of sections of Merredin—Narembeen Road, the 

reconstruction of Goldfields Road, and the widening of Bulls Head Road. The Shire’s annual grading 

program will also continue throughout the year.  

Footpaths: The footpath program will include the completion of the footpath on Throssell Road in 

front of the swimming pool. The Shire will also be installing pram ramps identified as a priority, 

throughout the Merredin townsite. 

Drainage: The Shire will be completing works on the renewal and maintenance of drainage  

infrastructure.   

Want to report an issue with a road or footpath? The easiest way to do this is download the FREE 

Snap, Send, Solve app onto your phone. You can use Google Maps with this app to pinpoint where the 

issue is exactly, you can take a photo of it, add an optional description and send it instantly. It makes 

it simple and easy for the Shire be quickly advised of the issue so we can take action.  

Note - The Great Eastern Hwy, Bruce Rock-Merredin Road and Merredin-Nungarin Road are under the  

jurisdiction of Mainroads WA. Issues with these roads should be reported to them directly. Contact the 

Main Roads Northam Office on 9622 4777. 

ENVIRONMENT  Corellas 

The Corella Management Program will continue this financial year. The program was introduced in 

2022 due to a large local population causing significant environmental destruction, long-term  

damage to important habitats for other species such as the endangered black cockatoo, and  

significant damage to our playing surfaces, native vegetation and infrastructure.  

The Shire of Merredin’s management program will include limiting food, sacrificial feeding areas and 

population control through trapping and then euthanising the birds humanely.  Techniques such as  

using poisons or anaesthetics will not be used as these methods can present a risk to non-target  

animals.  
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WASTE Collection 

Weekly waste and fortnightly recycling collections are conducted throughout the town sites in the 

Shire.  

Your 2022/23 recycling collection calendar has been included with this notice. Please note recycling is 

collected every second week. The map below will assist you to identify which week your collection is 

due.  

Note - recyclables can be taken to the Merredin landfill site during open hours (shown below) if a 

recycling service is not available to you, e.g. those based on rural properties.  

WASTE Merredin Landfill Site 

TIP PASSES: Tip passes will available on receipt of payment of either your full rates payment, or your 

first instalment. If paying at the Shire Administration Office, the 2022/23 tip passes can be given over 

the counter, and if you pay your rates online, tip passes will be mailed out to your nominated address. 

The operational hours for the tip are listed below. 

OPENING HOURS: 

 

Please note, fees will apply if your tip pass is not presented. Your 2022/23 tip pass will expire on 15 

October 2023. 

TIP SHOP: The Shire will be opening a small tip shop next to the Gate house at the Merredin Waste site. 

The purpose of the shop is to encourage recycling and reduce unwanted goods going to landfill. 

The shop is expected to be open towards the end of 2022. It will be will be EFTPOS ONLY, with items 

for $5 and under on offer. 

Monday - Friday  |  8:00am - 12:00pm and 12.30pm - 3.30pm 

Saturday - Sunday & Public Holidays  |  10:00am - 12.00pm and 12.30pm - 3:00pm 
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PROJECTS Environmental 

Water Management Plan: The Shire will be engaging a consultant to develop a new Water  

Management Plan to update and replace the existing plan which was created in 2010.  

The purpose of the Plan is to highlight water management issues and the corresponding impact on 

Merredin, as well as identify opportunities for water resource development.  

The Water Management Plan will include assessments of the town’s rainfall catchment area and  

drainage networks. 

This document will guide the Shire’s project delivery in water management, including improvements 

to our drainage networks, and will act as a framework for improving the Shires water security and  

operational flexibility for the coming years.  

 

Desalination Project: The Shire has been selected to participate in the Department of  

Primary Industry and Regional Development (DPIRDs) WaterSmart Farms Project which is set to trial 

desalination technology in four different parts of regional WA. 

This  $400, 000 project is a partnership between the Shire, Water Corporation, and Murdoch University, 

and will see the installation of a desalination unit along Gabo Avenue. The unit has been donated on a 

lease to the Shire as part of the WaterSmart Farms project. 

This unit will treat brackish bore water to produce approximately 80kL of high quality potable water 

per day that will be available for community use and improve water security in Merredin.  

Excess water will then be integrated into the Shire’s irrigation network in order to maintain the towns 

high quality green spaces and support the local agriculture industry during times of drought.  

This will in turn improve the Shire’s water security by reducing dependence on rainfall for irrigation. 

Separate to the commitment from WaterSmart Farms, the Shire has also received funding from the 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation through the Community Water Supply Program 

which will also go towards the desalination project for the installation of the unit and associated  

infrastructure.  

The Community Water Supply Program funding will provide support to to de-silt the existing  

evaporation ponds, and the infrastructure  to pipe the desalinated water into tanks and our dams.   

The works will include the infrastructure and pipework to run excess water to the Shire's storage  

network, a solar power system for sustainable power generation, an easily accessible swipe card  

standpipe for community access, and de-silting of the existing evaporation basins.  

The desalination project strongly aligns with the Shire’s strategic vision for environment and  

sustainability, which focusses on the Shire of Merredin observing a number of sustainable water and 

energy harvesting, conservation and usage practices, and reducing waste through increased recycling, 

re-use, and reduction, education and practices.  
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PROJECTS CBD Redevelopment Project 

The aim of the CBD redevelopment is to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project is expected to deliver great results for the Merredin economy. An independent economic 

study of the plans has shown: 

 The revitalisation of this area with strengthened connections and visibility from Great Eastern 

Highway, will increase the use of the CBD by 30% 

 The number of road users stopping in town is expected to increase by 11,000 people each year, 

spending an additional $430,000 per year in local businesses, and creating 9 new ongoing  

full-time jobs 

 The value of the construction and increased use of the CBD for Merredin businesses has been  

estimated to be $7.9 million over the next 20 years 

To complete the works, the Shire have secured $2,139,309 in funding from the Federal Government 

through the Building Better Regions Fund, as well as $2,192,150 through the Local Roads and  

Community Infrastructure Program. 

Pioneer Park: Pioneer Park will act as a gateway into Merredin’s CBD, drawing people from Great  

Eastern Highway into town. Pioneer Park upgrades will have new car parking, recreation spaces, and 

landscaping. The current drainage will also be upgraded to a ‘living stream’ allowing gravel and mulch 

to be installed over the top. Pioneer Park construction works commenced in May 2022, and are  

expected to be completed within 6 months. 

Town Square: Merredin Town Square is the heart of the town, and construction will commence in  

early 2023. The concept for the Town Square will be transformed into a large space for the  

community to connect and tourists to explore. Upgrades will include a vibrant central events and play 

space created, along with new toilet facilities. As part of the redevelopment, the Central Wheatbelt 

Visitor Centre will be relocated to a site that is appropriate and easily accessible to tourists. The plan 

for Town Square is currently being amended, and the revised version will be publicly advertised soon.  

Apex Park: Apex Park will be transformed into a multi-generational play and recreation area for  

families and young people, with construction to commence in early 2023.  

To keep updated with the latest news and information, check the Shire of Merredin website.  

Provide the community with 

quality infrastructure and  

facilities  

Enhance key sight lines  

enticing passing tourists into 

the town centre  

Promote Merredin as a  

cultural precinct and retail 

hub  

Support economic  

development in the region  

Provide the Merredin CBD 

with an individual, natural       

identity  

Improve the walkability of the 

town and promote  

community connectedness   
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FIRE CONTROL Burning Information  

There are important dates to remember regarding burning times. During the Restricted Burning 

period you may burn but only with a permit obtained from a local Fire Control Officer. During 

Prohibited Burning, you may not burn at all and in some cases, a Harvest & Vehicle Movement Ban 

(Shire) or a Total Fire Ban (DFES) may be imposed which will mean certain activities, such as 

harvesting, may not be undertaken.  

For further information, please see the 2022/23  Firebreak Notice enclosed with your Rates  Notice.  

Note - Burning period times may be changed should dry periods persist. Advertisement of the change of 

period dates will occur in the Phoenix, on the Shire website and on Shire social media.  

 

 

 

 

As per the Bushfires Act 1954, there are certain duties required by property owners to be undertaken 

every year in order to ensure that your property is not a significant fire hazard. Whether you live on 

the property, or it is a vacant block or rural property, these duties must be carried out by 1 November 

each year (or within 14 days of becoming the new owner/occupier) and maintained until 16 March the 

following year.  

Failure to carry out your respective duties will result in the issuing of a notice by a relevant 

authorised officer. Where the owner/occupier fails to carry out the tasks delegated in the notice in 

the nominated time period, the Shire may enter upon the land and carry out the requisitions of the 

notice which have not been complied with, and pursuant to Section 33(5) of the Bushfires Act 1954, 

the amount of any costs and expenses incurred may be recovered from you as the owner/occupier of 

the land. To avoid this, please ensure to have your relevant responsibilities attended to by 1 

November 2022. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to ensure your property is not a significant fire hazard 

which would not only pose a risk to your neighbours but to yourself and your family in the event of a 

bushfire emergency. 

A list of your responsibilities as a property owner can be found in your Firebreak Notice which is 

enclosed with your 2022/23  Rates Notice.  

RESTRICTED BURNING PERIODS 

16 September 2022 - 31 October 2022 

18 February 2023 - 16 March 2023 

PROHIBITED BURNING PERIOD 

1 November 2022 - 17 February 2023 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL Registration Fees 

All dogs over the age of 3 months old, and cats over 6 months within the Shire of Merredin must be 

registered, sterilised and microchipped. See registration prices below. 

Sterilised 

 

Not sterilised 

This year, the Shire of Merredin is partnering with the RSPCA to reduce sterilisation costs, provide 

free microchipping, and free lifetime pet registration for pet owners with a WA Seniors Card, 

Pensioner Concession Card or Health Care Card. To check if you qualify, contact the Shire Office.  

1 year      $20 3 years      $42.50 Lifetime      $100 

1 year      $50 3 years      $120 Lifetime      $250 
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RATES Budget Summary 

$2.4m Apex Park Redevelopment 

$400k Water Desalination Project 

$2.2m Merredin—Narembeen Road 

Reconstruction 

$440k Goldfields Rd  Reconstruction 

$186k Bulls Head Rd Widening 

$1.1m Road Maintenance Program 

$50k Footpath Program 

$90k Drainage Maintenance 

$1.7m Pioneer Park Redevelopment 

$3.7m CBD  Redevelopment 

 Every $100  spent by the Shire is allocated to… 

 Transport                             $39.25 

Community Amenities      $5.99 

Recreation and Culture   $39.23 

 Economic Services               $3.79 

Governance                            $3.37 

 Education & Welfare          $1.31

Health             $1.04 

  Other Services          $3.43 

The Shire continues to provide vital community services to the Shire of Merredin’s residents. These 

services span across the areas of development, engineering, corporate and community and include 

maintenance of parks, gardens, cemeteries, roads and footpaths, waste collection, provision of  

sporting facilities, provision of tourism, entertainment and library services, and provision of  

planning, environmental health and building services.  

The Shire will also be completing a number of projects this financial year. A highlight of these  

projects includes the CBD Redevelopment. This project will inject $4.2 million into the local economy 

during the build, creating 14 full time equivalent (FTE) direct jobs during construction,  and  

stimulating up to 30 local jobs  in the broader economy. 

  Law, Order & Public Safety  $2.59  



 Cr King & Barrack Streets, Merredin WA 6415 | PO Box 42, Merredin WA 6415 

Ph: (08) 9041 1611 |  Fax: 9041 2379 | admin@merredin.wa.gov.au | www.merredin.wa.gov.au 

 

COUNCILLORS Contact Information 

Cr Mark McKenzie -  Shire President  

M: 0438 050 692 

E: crmckenzie@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Ross Billing  

M: 0439 964 466 

E: crbilling@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Donna Crook  

M: 0400 264 168 

E: crcrook@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Megan Simmonds  

M: 0439 411 147 

E: crsimmonds@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Renee Manning  

M: 0408 887 213 

E: crmanning@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Julie Flockart  

M: 0428 416 666 

E: crflockart@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Romolo Patroni  

M: 0428 401 014 

E: crpatroni@merredin.wa.gov.au 

Cr Phil Van Der Merwe  

M: 0428 415 308 

E: crvandermerwe@merredin.wa.gov.au 


