Municipal Inventory Information





LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
HCWA Reference Number�
1577 (part)�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/6�
�
Name of Place�
Water Tower�
�
Other Names (1)�
Railway Water Tower�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Great Eastern Highway�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Other Locational descriptor (text)�
On south side of railway line, near Allenby Street�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6516000 m N�
�
Easting�
621400 m E�
�



OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description


(use fields below):�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
10359�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1893�
�
Source/Details�
“Merredin Tourist” brochure, undated (1979)�
�
Site Type�
Water Tower�
�
Use(s) of Place


(use fields below):�
�
�
Original�
Water Tower�
�
Present�
Tourist Landmark�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
�
�
Roof�
�
�
Other�
Steel tank, timber framed support�
�
Modifications�
Nil�
�
Condition�
Fair but deteriorating�
�
Integrity�
�
�
The water tower is as constructed, complete with advertisements, and has a very high integrity.�
�
�
�



Description�
�
�
The 50’ high tower is located on railway land, immediately adjacent and readily accessible from, Great Eastern Highway.  It is the tallest structure in the town and readily seen from a distance.





Mounted on an up-right at the base of the tower is a Bicentenial Plaque with the following inscription:





Merredin Peak Heritage Trail/The Water Tower.  When the eastern railway reached Merredin in 1893 this tower was built to provide water for the steam engines then in use.  Water was pumped from the dam at Merredin Peak into the square tank, which has a capacity of 40,000 gallons.  On the tank’s side can be seen advertisements for Kalgoorlie Bitter and Oatmeal Stout, produced in the Merredin Brewery in 1928.





Because of purity of the water from the rock catchment, the water tower continued to be used long after supply of water to the town from the Goldfields Pipeline, until steam trains were withdrawn from service in the mid 1960s.�
�
�



�
SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Transport and Communications - Rail�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
Although the same design of water tank is found elsewhere in the state e.g. at Mullewa, the tower is a significant engineering structure of historical and architectural importance, of value for tourism.�
�
�
Recommendation/Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and protect through Town Planning Scheme.  Although still apparently structurally sound, on-going maintenance is desirable - perhaps service clubs (Rotary, Apex) could be encouraged to assist in this respect.  Consider for nomination in the State Register.�
�
�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Bibliography�
�
�
Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc).


“Merredin Tourist” brochure, undated (1979).


WA Heritage Committee “Merredin Peak Heritage Trail”, 1988.


Merredin Museum and Historical Society “The Old Station Museum” booklet, undated.�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. No., date�
2/12, 13	18/12/1995�
�
State Register of Heritage Place�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
Yes�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
Yes, 16/09/1983�
�
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