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LOCATION������LGA Reference Number�78/52��Name of Place�Railway Dam, Merredin��Other Names (1)�Merredin Peak Dam, Quarries, Walls and Channels��Location/Address���Street Name�Gravel track, continuation of Benson Street��Suburb/Town�Merredin��Other Locational descriptor�North side of road��Local Government Authority�Merredin��Map References���Map Name�Merredin��Map Scale�1:2000��Northing�6516600 m N��Easting�622400 m E��





OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION ������Owner�Address�Phone/fax�Status��Item

No.���������Land Description���Reserve No.�Lot/Location No.�Plan/Diagram�Vol/Folio�Item

No.���������

DESCRIPTION������Construction Date (1)�1893-96��Construction Date (2)�1930s��Source/Details�“Merredin Peak Heritage Trail” booklet, 1988��Site Type�Water Source��Use(s) of Place:���Original�Rock catchment and dam��Present�Rock catchment and dam��Other�Swimming hole��Associated Persons (1)�Builder 1893 J. McDowell, railway contractor��Construction Materials���Walls�Granite��Modifications�Enlarged in 1930s��Condition�Good, although overgrown in places��Integrity���The original fabric is in place providing a very high integrity���Description���Situated on the north-eastern edge of the townsite is Merredin Peak, a granite outcrop.  A retaining wall and water channels have been constructed to direct run-off water into a holding dam situated on the south-west corner, referred to as Railway Dam because its purpose was to supply railway engines with water.

A wall on the northern side of the Peak bears the initials of a railway contractor “W.H.S. AD 1896”.  Stone to construct the walls was taken from various quarries on the Peak.

The dam holds about 30 million litres and is still used to irrigate sporting facilities in the town and supply the “waterfall”.����

SIGNIFICANCE������Historic theme (s) �Population Settlement and Mobility - Water Source��Historic theme (s) �Transport and Communications - Rail��Statement of Significance���In a feat of engineering that was bold, imaginative and efficient, Merredin Peak was surrounded by a rock wall and network of channels to direct run-off from the rock into Railway Dam.  It was one of the first rock catchment dams in the state and at the time of its construction was an engineering show-piece, being modelled in clay and exhibited in the museum.

Originally built in 1893 by J. McDowell, a railway contractor, it was enlarged in the 1930s and presently has a capacity of around 30 million litres.

Even after Merredin was connected to water from the Goldfields Pipeline, the Railway Dam continued to be used to supply water for steam engines, until the 1960s, because of its purity.

The children of Merredin used to swim in the dam before the Town’s Olympic Pool, the second in Western Australia, was opened in 1955.

The channel connecting the dam with Merredin Peak is some 100 metres along and is made from rock taken from the Peak itself. Walking along the channel you can see variations in colour and texture where the rock was taken from different parts of the Peak and holes drilled in the rock during the process of removing it in blocks.

A sluice gate at the entrance of the channel was used to control the flow of water into the dam in conjunction with a second gate to the left of the channel along the rock wall.  This ensured that the town would not be flooded in the event of exceptional rainfall.

The rock wall feeds run-off water into the channel and dam.  The enterprising use of indigenous material in the wall’s construction has been described as one of the best examples of this kind ever built.  45,000 cubic metres of run-off is channelled into Railway Dam annually and is now used to water the parks and gardens of Merredin.

The rock used to build the dam, wall and channels was taken from a number of sites on the Peak.  Wooden pegs were driven into the rock and moistened with water, and as they expanded the rock was fractured.

One such quarry site is near the southern end of the Peak and has been included in a heritage trail.  North of this quarry is the foundation of the reservoir which supplied water to the war time hospital complex.  Still visible are remnants of the pipe which carried water from the reservoir to the base.���Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �Recognise and encourage protection through the Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to any modifications.��

�

OTHER������Bibliography���Merredin Tourist & Information Centre (Inc), “Merredin Tourist”, undated (1979)

WA Heritage Committee “Merredin Peak Heritage Trail”, 1988���Listing and Assessment:���Assessor (s) Name �Assessor (s) Address/Phone��Max Hipkins�WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,

Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016

Tel: (09) 443 1511��Film/Neg. Nos, date�7/9-13	18.12.95��State Register of Heritage Places�No��Classified by the National Trust�No��Register of the National Estate�No��Local Town Planning Scheme�No��


