Municipal Inventory Information





LOCATION������LGA Reference Number�78/46��Name of Place�Aircraft Hangers��Other Names (1)�RAAF Stores��Location/Address���Street Name�Railway Avenue��Suburb/Town�Merredin Townsite��Other Locational descriptor�South-east corner of intersection with Goldfields Road ��Local Government Authority�Merredin��Map References���Map Name�Merredin Townsite��Map Scale�1:2,000��Northing�6517300 m N��Easting�620700 m E��





OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION ������Owner�Address�Phone/fax�Status��Item

No.���������Land Description���Reserve No.�Lot/Location No.�Plan/Diagram�Vol/Folio�Item

No.���������

DESCRIPTION������Construction Date (1)�1940��Source/Details�“Merredin Tourist” booklet��Site Type�Defence Installation��Use(s) of Place:���Original�Stores��Present�Freight depot, engineering workshop��Other�Basketball, CBH storage, “Acremaster” and “Phoenix” tractor manufacturer��Construction Materials���Walls�Corrugated iron��Roof�Corrugated iron, timber framed��Other�Floor concrete��Modifications�Wartime camouflage canopies removed; northern building has had doors added at eastern end but is otherwise close to original; southern building has had side offices removed and a south facing roof light and a steel gantry crane installed.��Condition�Fair to good��Integrity���While both buildings have been modified, their original fabric is largely intact providing very high integrity.  Probably the northern building is the better of the two as it retains its original roof line.����

Description���These two massive buildings, each originally identical, approximately 100 metres x 80 metres and about 200 metres apart, have the traditional curved aircraft hanger appearance and were located adjacent to the wartime airfield.  However, they were not used as aircraft hangers but for general storage by the RAAF.  The buildings were not capable of storing aircraft - they were designed with two rows of intermediate supports and without doors at the ends.  Access was via three doors on each side of each building, with a train line passing through those at the western end.  The curve of the roof in the centre of each side is broken with a raised section to accommodate windows for a row of offices, which lined both sides of both buildings.���Some major beams are steel but otherwise all framing is in timber.  Windows to the offices were timber framed.

Originally the buildings had irregular end canopies to make them look like water when viewed from the air (removed immediately post-war).

The southern building is currently occupied by Phillbourne Manufacturing Pty Ltd; the northern by Merredin Freight Lines.���





SIGNIFICANCE������Historic theme (s) �Outside Influences - World War II��Statement of Significance���Local knowledge states that these buildings were constructed as part of a base for counter-attack on Perth and Fremantle, should the metropolitan area have been taken by the Japanese during World War II.

This conflicts with the commonly held view that if the enemy had landed in WA, Australia’s defence forces would abandon the State and pull back to a line between Adelaide and Brisbane.

These structures are considered to be of national importance.���Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �Recognise and encourage protection through the Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to any modifications.  Undertake further research into original use.  No immediate consideration measures required.

These structures should be considered or inclusion in the State Register of Heritage Places and Register of the National Estate.��

�

OTHER������Bibliography���Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc), “Merredin Tourist”, undated, 1979

Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc), map of the Merredin Townsite, locating WWII structures���Listing and Assessment:���Assessor (s) Name �Assessor (s) Address/Phone��Max Hipkins�WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,

Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016

Tel: (09) 443 1511��Film/Neg. Nos, date�5/4-11	18/12.95��State Register of Heritage Places�No��Classified by the National Trust�No��Register of the National Estate�No��Local Town Planning Scheme�No��


