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LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/43�
�
Name of Place�
Radar Station�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Chandler - Merredin Road�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Other Locational descriptor�
East side of road, approximately 5 km north of Merredin just beyond Hunt’s Dam Reserve�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
65121000 m N�
�
Easting�
622300 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
c 1941�
�
Site Type�
Defence Installation�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Radar Station�
�
Present�
Grain Storage�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
Concrete�
�
Roof�
Concrete�
�
Other�
Floor concrete�
�
Condition�
Fair to good�
�
Integrity�
�
�
The shell of the building appears to be intact, providing a high integrity�
�
�
Description�
�
�
The building, now in an open field and clearly visible from the road, was originally constructed in the bush for camouflage.  It was reputed to be one of only a small number of radar stations operating in the country at the time.


The main body of the building is semi-circular in cross-section, about 5 m high and 25 m long.  At one end the building form is more rectangular, with a lateral wall extended approximately the same width as the building.  The building has three flat-roofed towers, about 2 m square and 7 m tall, with horizontal openings at the top.  Although with a pillbox appearance, other possible uses are vents.


The interior has been stripped of fittings and is now used for grain storage.�
�
�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Outside Influences - World War II�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
Local knowledge states that this building was constructed as part of a base for a counter-attack on Perth and Fremantle, should the metropolitan area have been taken by the Japanese during World War II.


This conflicts with the commonly held view that if the enemy had landed in WA, Australia’s defence forces would abandon the State and pull back to a line between Adelaide and Brisbane.


This structure is considered to be of national importance.�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and encourage protection through the Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to any modifications or disturbance.  Undertake further research into original use.  No immediate conservation measures required.


This structure should be considered for inclusion in the State Register of Heritage Places and Register of the National Estate.�
�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. Nos, date�
6/23, 24, 24A	18.12.95�
�
State Register of Heritage Places�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
No�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
No�
�



